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(GRANTED UNDER THE ACT OF MARCH 3, 1883; 22 sTAT. L. 625.) 
To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WALTER T. GoRTON, 

captain, Ordnance Department, United 
States Army, a citizen of the United States, 
stationed at Springfield Armory, Spring 
field, Mass., have invented an Improvement 
in Combined Barrel Supports and Flash 
Hiders for Guns, of which the following is 
a specification. 
The invention described herein may be 

used by the Government, or any of its offi 
cers or employees in prosecution of work 
for the Government, or by any other person 
in the United States, without payment to 
me of any royalty thereon, in accordance 
with the act of March 3, 1883. 
The subject of this invention is a com 

bined barrel support and flash hider for 
guns. - 

In recoil operated automatic guns it is 
customary to provide at the forward end of 
the barrel jacket, some means of support for 
the barrel so that the same may be properly 
guided and supported in its reciprocation 
during firing. It is also customary, in 
many instances, to have attachments for the 
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muzzle end of the jacket which momentarily 
check the forward movement of the gases 
thereby providing a more efficient force 
tending to recoil the barrel. 
With the devices of this character hereto 

fore in use the gases, as they issue from the 
muzzle end of the gun are diverted and al 
lowed to escape laterally, which when the 
gun is mounted in an airplane is injurious 
to the cowl or other part which may be in 
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the path of such diverted gas streams. 
My invention is designed to provide a 

structure which will act as a support for the 
muzzle end of the gun barrel and increase 
the recoil of the gun barrel and also serve 
as a flash hider which will direct the escap 
ing gases forwardly and prevent lateral di 
vergence thereof. 
With these and other objects in view, my 

invention resides in the novel arrangement 
and combination of parts and in the details 
of construction hereinafter described and 

claimed, it being understood that changes 
in the precise embodiment of the invention 
herein disclosed mav be made within the 
scope of what is claimed without departing 
from the spirit of the invention. 

Practical embodiments of my invention 
are illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ing, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a longitudinal section of a device 
constructed in accordance with my inven 
tion, showing the same attached to a gun 
jacket; - 

Fig. 2 is a similar view of a modified 
form of the device. - - - 

55 

60 

Referring to the drawings by numerals 
of reference: 
A fragment of the jacket of a machine 

gun is indicated at 10 which jacket sur 
rounds the gun barrel 11. The forward end 
of the jacket may be threaded interiorly for 
threaded engagement with a barrel support 
12, a reduced portion 13 of which encircles 
the barrel with a free sliding fit. 
The reduced portion 13 may be exteriorly 

threaded for connection with a gas check 
and flash hiding element 14 formed with an 
apertured dividing wall or diaphragm 15, 
the aperture in which is of a size to permit 
free passage of the bullet but to retard the 
passage of gas during the passage of the 
bullet therethrough. 
element into a gas chamber 16, surrounding 
the muzzle end of the gun, and a cup shaped 
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expansion chamber 17 which serves to hide 
the flash and direct the hot gases forwardly. 
The modification shown in Fig. 2 is made 

of one piece and, in this instance, the aper 
tured diaphragm or wall is eliminated as 
the device is designed especially for use with 
50 caliber machine guns in which the force 
of recoil will be sufficient to properly func 
tion the gun without greatly confining the 
escaping gases. 
The device consists of a tubular member 
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having a threaded rear end 18 adapted to 
engage the threads in the barrel jacket and 
an intermediate reduced portion 19 to sup 
port the forward end of the barrel and an 
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elongated portion 20 providing an expan 
sion chamber which serves to hide the flash 
and direct the expelled gases forwardly. 
I claim: 
A combined barrel support and flash 

hider for machine guns having a barrel 
jacket, embodying a member attachable to 
the jacket having a reduced portion adapted 
to encircle the muzzle end of the barrel of 
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the gun and support the same, and an ele- 10 
ment attachable to said reduced portion 
formed with an apertured wall dividing the 
element into a gas chamber surrounding 
the muzzle of the barrel and a substantially 
cylindrical unobstructed chamber adapted 15 
to hide the flash. m 

WALTER T. GORTON. 

  


