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MATERNITY AND NURSING BRASSIERE 
Laurence C. Spangard, deceased, late of Holly 
wood, Calif., by Lee Banister, executor, Holly 
Wood, Calif., assignor to Nu-Lift Bra, Inc., 
Hollywood, Calif., a corporation of California, 

Application October 14, 1952, Serial No. 34,618 
(C. 2-42) 2. Cais. 

This invention has for one of its objects the 
provision of a brassière for use during maternity 
in that it is especially constructed and arranged 
So that it may be adjusted with ease and in a par 
ticular nanner best to expose either breast for 
nursing and Will properly and comfortably sup 
port the breasts while adjusted for nursing as 
Well as When worn in the normal manner; this 
application being a division of application filed 
April 27, 1949, Serial Number 89,865, 

Additionally this invention includes among its 
features of improvement the following: 

i. A Split or slitted breast cup construction fa 
cilitating the use of quick action slide fasteners 
inaking it possible to open and close the cups with 
greater ease and confort. 

2. Atta Chinent of the shoulder straps to por 
tions of the Split cups in such manner that the 
Cups Will effectively support the breasts while 
Open for nursing as well as when closed. 
With the foregoing objects in view, together 

With Such other objects and advantages as may 
Subsequently appear, the invention resides in the 
parts and in the combination, construction and 
airangement of parts hereinafter described and 
claimed, and illustrated by way of example in the 
a ccompanying dra Wing, in Which: 

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a brassière con 
structed in accordance with my invention; 

Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of one of the cups of : 
the brassiere, and; 

Fig. 3 is a rear elevation similar to Fig.2 show 
ing the cup open for nursing purposes. 
As shown in the drawings the brassiere en 

bodies a, front, panel 23 of suitable fabric, side 
bands 2i attached to the ends of the panels 23 and 
arranged to embrace the sides and back of the 
wearer, suitable fastening means 3 for detach 
ably joining the ends of the bands 24 at the back 
of the wearer, breast cups 2 mounted on Said 
panel, and shoulder straps 25 attached to the cups 
and bands. The cups 2 are formed With outer 
margins which are connected to Said bands and 
also have iower edge portions leading from Said 
outer margins which are attached to the panel 
2S. Each of the cups embodies an inner flap por 
tion having a curved lower edge and a curved 
inner edge formed in continuation of said lower 
edge: said flaps being arranged to Open along the 
lower and inner curved edges thereof to eXpose 
the breasts of the wearer while nursing. 
The panel 23 has an intermediate portion 

which extends upwardly between the cups and 
has an upper margin curved to conform to the 
lower and inner edges of the cup flap portions. 
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Slide fastening elements 23 are provided on 

the curved lower and inner edges of the CupS 
and along the curved upper margin of the panel 
23 to facilitate Opening and closing of the cupS. 
Fig. 3 shows how the flap portions of the cups 
may be folded upward and OutWard to expose 
the breasts for nursing. As a practical support 
for the breasts when the Cups are opened an ar 
cuate cup portion 29 is provided beneath the flap 
portion of each cup being stitched to the contigul 
Ous curved upper marginal portions of the panel 
23 and having an upwardly and outwardly curved 
end portion extending from the upper end of the 
intermediate portion of the panel connected to 
the top portion of the cup where the strap 25 is 
joined to the top of the Cup. The Cup portions 
29 embrace the base and inner side portions of 
the breasts While eXposing the nipple area, and 
make up for the lack of Support occasioned When 
the cups 2 are opened for nursing. As they are 
attached at their upper edges to shoulder Straps 
25 or points. Where the straps are Stitched to the 
top of the cups the straps exert an upward pull 
on the cup portions 29 thus assuring adequate 
support of the breast. 

Elastic guSSets are provided at the juncture 
of the panel 23 and the bands 24 to afford a Snug 
fit and to provide an expandable connection be 
tween the panel 23 and bands 24. 

It Will now be seen that the improved brassiere 
constitutes an improvement in this art by reason 
Of the advantages heretofore noted and which 
are the result of the particular formation and 
arrangement Of the breast cups and associated 
parts. 
The Specific embodiment of the invention hav 

ing been shown and described, it is intended that 
the exact details be interpreted as illustrative, 
and not in a limiting Sense, and the invention 
embraces such changes, modifications and equiv 
alents of the parts and their formation and ar 
rangement as come within the purview of the 
appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
... In a nursing brassiere embodying a pair of 

breaSt Cups each having an upper portion, an 
Outer side margin, and a lower margin leading 
from Said side margin; each of said cups being 
formed with an inner flap portion having a 
curved lower edge and an inner edge curved up 
Wardly in Continuation of said lower edge, a 
front panel having ends and forged with an 
upper margin conforming to said lower margin 
Of Said Cups and attached thereto, said panel 
also having an intermediate portion extending 
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upwardly between said cups formed with curved 
margins conforming to the lower and inner edges 
of said flap portions, said flap portions being 
movable outwardly to open the CupS and eXpose 
the breasts of the wearer for nursing, slide fas 
tening elements secured to the upper margin 
of the panel and to the lower and inner edges of 
the flaps for detachably holding the flaps in a 
position closing the cups; arcuate Cup members 
attached to the upper margin of the panel hav 
ing curved end portions extending upwardly and 
outwardly from the intermediate portion of said 
panel and lying beneath said flaps and having 
upper ends joined to the upper portions of the 
cups, said arcuate cup members underlying said 
flaps so as to afford a partial Support for the 
breasts while the cups are open, bands ioined 
to the ends of the panel for fastening the bras 
siere around the body of the Wearer, and shoulder 
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straps connecting said bands to the upper por- 20 
tions of said cups at the juncture therewith of 

4. 
the upper ends of the arcuate cup niembers 
thereWith. 

2. The Structure called for in claim 1 including 
elastic gussets interposed in the junctures of the 
bands and panel and in which the cups have outer 
margins connected to Said bands above Said 
gussets. 

EE BANISTER. 
Eacecutor of the estate of Laurence C. Spangard, 

deceased. 
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