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This invention relates to means for readily 
affixing the base of telephones, ash-stand and the 
like, to a smooth surface, and more especially to 
a vacuum means detachably mountable on said 

5 bases. Telephone sub-station instruments which 
are primarily designed to rest upon a flat surface 
Such as a desk or table, have a pronounced ten 
dency to Slip or tilt, especially where it is 
equipped with automatic calling dial and a num 

10 ber is being dialed. 
An object of this invention is to prevent undue 

slippage by placing a detachable rubber base or 
the like, on the instrument, said base being 
equipped with a vacuum means for holding the 

15 base to the surface comprising a plurality of sec 
ond vacuum cups disposed within the first vac 
uum means for gripping the table top at various 
points. This makes it possible for a telephone, 
ash-tray, or in fact any type of instrument to 

20 which this might be attached, to first be anchored 
to the table top by these small individual vacuum 
cupS and upon further downward pressure of the 
instrument the entire anchoring means will be 
gripped by the large vacuum means in which the 

25 Small vacuum cups are located. 
Should the table top or surface not be uniform 

and thereby preventing the large vacuum means 
from properly engaging the table top at all points, 
the individual small vacuum means disposed 

30 therein would engage the top at certain points to 
anchor the telephone or instrument. 

It is a further object of this invention to pro 
vide a base for anchoring telephones and the like 
to a plane Surface having means for mounting 

35 a memorandum card and also a pencil in order 
that proper data may be placed therein for the 
convenience of the user of the telephone. 

It is still a further object of the invention to 
provide a base attachable to telephones which 

40 will prevent slippage of the telephone when rest 
ing on a glass or highly polished surfaces and 
especially when used on a dial telephone as it 
not only prevents slippage but also reduces the 
noise incident to dialing Which make the base 

5 very desirable especially in large offices or in hos 
pitals. 
Some of the objects of the invention having 

been stated, other objects Will appear as the de 
scription proceeds when taken in connection with 

50 the accompanying drawing, in which:- 
Figure 1 is an elevation of the invention at 

tached to the base of a telephone equipped With 
automatic dial calling means; 

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the anchoring 
55 means removed from the base of a telephone; 

(C. 248-350) 
Figure 3 is an isometric view looking at the 

bottom side of the anchoring means; 
Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along 

the line 4-4 in Figure 2 and showing a portion 
of a telephone base mounted therein; 5 

Figure 5 is a cross-sectional view taken along 
the line 5-5 in Figure 2 and showing a base of a 
telephone therein. 

Referring more specifically to the drawing, the 
numeral 0 denotes the body portion of a tele- 10 
phOne equipped with automatic dial calling means 
which has mounted on the base portion thereof 
the anchoring means , said anchoring means 
being adapted to rest upon any suitable support 
such as table or desktop 2. 15 
The member has a rim or Outer edge a on 

the lower Surface thereof which extends around 
the member and is adapted to rest upon the top 
of table 2. When a telephone or any other suit 
able instrument upon Which this base is mounted, 20 
is placed upon a table or desktop, this rim en 
gages the top, and when the Weight of the instru 
ment plus hand pressure, exerts downward pres 
sure thereupon, part of the air is expelled from 
the space 3, said space being formed between 25 
the bottom of the base portion. Od, the lower sur 
face of anchoring means and table top 2. 
Upon release of this downward pressure, a slight 
upward springing movement Will take place which 
Will form a partial vacuum beneath the tele- 30 
phone. e 

This anchoring means is further equipped with 
a plurality of Small vacuum cups 4 which also 
contact the table top at spaced intervals. 

It will be noted that the lower Surfaces of vac- 35 
uum cups 4 are slightly lower than the rim 
portion a so that these vacuum cups will con 
tact the table top slightly before the rim a will 
contact the same, to cause the vacuum cups 4 to 
first engage the table top. This provides a safety 40 
means, whereby, if a vacuum is not properly 
formed by the engagement of rim a, then the 
vacuum cups 4 will be engaged. If the table top 
is perfectly level and the rim a causes a vacu 
um to be formed in space 3, then a second vac- 45 
uum will also be formed by the vacuum cups 4. 

It is therefore, seen that slippage and tilting 
is prevented, which occurs in the conventional 
telephone bases, since most telephones have a 
base portion Oa, which is composed usually of a 50 
textile material and does not furnish a frictional 
Or gripping means between the base and the table 
top. 
The anchoring means has integral therewith a 

portion 5 which has a hole 6 transversely dis- 55 
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2 
posed thereof and which is adapted to hold a 
suitable marking means, such as a pencil 7. In 
the front portion of member 5 a suitable guide 
way is cut therein in which is mounted a card 
8 containing suitable printed matter thereon for 
the convenience of the user of the telephone. 

Disposed directly over this card is a thin sheet 
of transparent material 9 such as Cellophane, 
Celluloid or the like, to protect the front portion 
of card 8 and prevent it from becoming soiled. 
In this form the card f8 is removable since the 
guideway extends completely acroSS the portion 
5. 
It is therefore, seen that an anchoring means 

has been provided which, not only insures that 
the article to which it is attached Will be properly 
anchored to a table top or the like, but which is 
also composed of a suitable resilient material 
which resists slippage in addition to the Vacuum 
means provided, thus insuring the object will re 
main in its proper position. 
In the drawing and Specification there has been 

set forth a preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion, and although specific terms are employed, 
they are used in a generic sense only, and not for 

2,148,055 
purposes of limitation, the scope of the invention 
being set forth in the appended claim. 

I claim: 
A Support for the base of a telephone compris 

ing an annular resilient rubber member having a 
groove on the interior thereof whose upper wall 
is concave to fit the sloping upper surface of a 
telephone base, said annular member having a 
downwardly projecting annular lip at its lower 
Outer portion and having integral thereWith a 
plurality of vacuum cups disposed inside the Said 
lip and being disposed in spaced relation around 
the lower surface of said annular member and 
Whose lower ends normally occupy a plane dis 
posed above the plane occupied by the lower edge 
of said annular lip So that when preSSure is ap 
plied to the telephone placed Within said annular 
member the Vacuum cups will be pressed 
against the surface on Which the telpehone and 
Support are placed and release of pressure due to 
the natural resiliency of the support Will cause the 
Support to rise to create a partial Vacuum in the 
Space Within the annular lip and also to create 
another partial vacuum. Within the Vacuum cups. 
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