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1. 
This invention relates 

capable of supporting a pair of stockings. 

to a lady's undergare: 
ment and refers especially to an improved lady's 
garment which is capable of use as a pair of 
pantees, knickers or the like and which is also 

3 Claims. (C1.2-43) 

5. 
Hitherto garments used for the purpose of 

supporting stockings have been of two general 
types, viz: foundation garments such as corsets, 
corselettes and girdles which perform the funct 
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non-moulding characteristics of a normal pair 
of pantees 
An object of this invention, therefore, is to 

provide a novel garment which serves the corn 
bined functions of a pair of pantees or the like: 
and of supporting means for stockings when 
these are worn. A still further object is to pro 
vide a garment which can be used as a pair of 
pantees or the like without stocking supporting 

tion of figure moulding as well as the function 10-means when stockings are not worn. 
- of supporting the stockings, and garments such as 
suspender belts which are used primarily as 
stocking supports. 

Corsets, girdles and similar devices restrict 
movement of the body of the wearer to a substan 
tial extent, and in some instances cause discom 
fort to the wearer. It will be appreciated, there 
fore, that it is frequently desired to wear stock 
ings without the necessity for employing a tight 

A yet further object resides in constructing a 
nether garment which is capable of supporting 
stockings in a more comfortable and satisfac 
tory manner than has hitherto been possible withi. 
garments previously employed for this purpose, 
A still further object is to provide a garment 

which can be readily laundered, the stocking 
supporting means being capable of being de 
tached for this purpose, which garment is not 

fitting figure-gripping garment which restricts 20 subject to deterioration on laundering as are: 
body movement. The use of susperider belts does. 
not adequately meet this requirement. 
A further disadvantage of foundation or fig: 

ure-moulding garments is that such garments,. 
owing to their construction, are difficult to laun 
der, and in addition they are subject to deterios 

25 briefs; shorts, seantees, bloomers and similar gar 

ration on laundering due to the rubber or other 
elastic material, incorporated thereini. 
As far as I am aware, it has not previously 

been found possible to construct a single gar 
ment which will satisfactorily perform the dual 
functions of a crotched, non-elastic and non 
figure-moulding garment such as a pair of 
pantees, scantees, briefs or the like, on the one 
hand, and a stocking support, on the other hand. 
The reason for this will be apparent when it is 
realised that pantees, scantees and the like are 
normally constructed of light non-elastic woven 
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or knitted fabric, are capable of moderate longi. 
tudinal or lateral stretch under tension, and are 
constructed so as to grip the figure at the Waist 
band only. Thus any attempt to employ such a 
garment to support a stocking, which applies a 
considerable tension to the garment to which it 
is attached, particularly on bending of the wearer 
at the waist or knees, would at first sight appear 
to be impracticable. 
According to this invention, however, it has 

been found possible to construct a garrhent of 
the type in question, which can be used as a pair. 
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50 
of pantees or the like and also, if so desired; as: 
a stocking support. The garment effectively sup 
ports the stockings: of the wearer. when it is re 
quired to be used for such purpose, and yet is: 

foundation garments and stocking supports at 
present in use. v 

In the ensuing description, the term “pantees' 
is to be understood as including ladies' kickers, 

ments. 
According: to this invention, I provide a ladys 

undergarment of the kind described which come 
prises a crotched nein-contracting non-figure - 
moulding nether garment of light non-elastic, 
moderately extensible fabric, said:nether garments 
having a front portion a backportion, hip por 
tions, leg portions, and a crotch portion anielas 
tic' waistband oil said.nether garment, a first re 
inforcing strip. Secured to the fabric: of the gar. 
ment and extending from points at the front. 
of each-leg portion around-the ship portiorisanid: 
back portions of the garment, a.second reinforc 
ing, strip secured to the fabric, of the garment. 
and extending from points near the rear of each is 
leg portion acroSS...the front portion of the gar-. 
ment, and secured to the first reinforcing strip ; 
and Stocking suspender's removably attached to; 
the ends of the reinforcing strips. . . 
The garment is shaped to fit, the body, but is 

non-gripping... and non-figure-moulding: The: 
garment.is formed of fabric of the type normally, 
used in: pantees, Scantees and the like, and ... the: 
said: fabric is non-elastic, and is preferably ex 
tensible. in both directions to an appreciable. 
though limited extent. Thie: lower edges of the 
leg portions are preferably formed to loosely sur-. 
rotad, the wearer's thigh, but if desired, elastic. 
or the like may be incorporated therein. 

so. formedias to retain the non-contracting and 55 The first-reinforcing-strip is preferably, secured 
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to the internal surface of the garment fabric and 
preferably extends from a point at the front of 
the lower edge of one leg portion upwardly 
around the adjacent hip portion and across the 
back portion of the garment and downwardly 
around the other hip portion to a point at the 
front of the lower edge of the other leg portion. 
The second reinforcing strip preferably extends 
from a point between the side and rear of the 
lower edge of one leg portion and transversely 
across the front of the garment and downwardly 
to a point between the side and rear of the lower 
edge of the other leg portion, 
The reinforcing strips or bands are formed of 

material having substantially greater tensile 
strength and less extensibility than the fabric 
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length by means of adjustable fastenings 2 are 
removably attached to the lower ends of the re 
inforcing strips 6 and 7 beneath the leg por 
tions 4 of the garment. In the construction 
shown in Figure 3 this is effected by means of 
a sliding clip 22 which is attached to each sus 
pender strap 20 and is removably attachable to 
a looped tab. 23 secured to the lower ends of 
the reinforcing strips 6, 7. In the modified 
construction shown in Figure 4, the suspender 
strap 20 is provided at its upper end with a tab 
26 having a buttonhole 27 which is removably 
attachable to a button 28 secured to the inner 
face of the reinforcing strip 6 (or i7) at its 
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of which the main portion of the garment is con 
Structed. 
A feature of the invention resides in the fact 

that owing to the abovementioned arrangement 
of the reinforcing strips, the garment does not 
cause discomfort to the wearer when she is 
seated, as is frequently the case with existing 
garments, such as corsets having stocking Sup 
portS. 
The accompanying drawings illustrate a pre 

ferred embodiment of our invention. In these 
drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a ladies' un 

dergarment shown in position on the wearer; 
Figure 2 is a perspective, view of the rear of 

the garment shown in Figure i: 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary view, partly broken 

away, showing one method of attachment of the 
stocking Suspenders, and 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary view of an alterna 
tive method of attaching the suspenders. 

Referring to the drawings, and with particu 
lar reference to Figures 1 to 3, the garment com 
prises essentially a pair of pantees to formed of 
light woven or knitted fabric and which are 
shaped to fit but not to grip or mould the figure. 
The pantees O are provided with an elastic 
waistband it, a front portion. 2, a back por 
tion 3, leg portions 4, and a guSSet Or Crotch 
portion 5. 
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A pair of reinforcing or Supporting Strips or - 
bands 6, 7 formed of fabric which is relatively 
inextensible in a longitudinal direction are Se 
cured to the inside of the garment by stitching 
along their edgeS. 
The reinforcing strip or band 6 extends from 

a point A at the front of one leg. portion 4 
upwardly around the hip and back of the gar 
ment and downwardly to a similar point B at 
the front of the other leg portion 4. When the 
garment is in position on the wearer, the strip 
6 extends upwardly and rearwardly in a smooth 
curve at each side of the garment so as to paSS 
Over the hips 8 of the wearer and then extends 
around the rear of the garment at a short dis 
tance below the Waist band so as to pass 
around the small of the wearer's back as indi 
cated at 9. 
The Second reinforcing strip 7 extends in a 
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Smooth curve from a point C at one side and . 
towards the rear of a leg portion 4 upwardly 
across the front of the garment and then down 
wardly to a corresponding point D on the other 
leg portion 4. The second strip. 7 crosses the 70 
first strip 6 at points E and Fabove and slightly 
to the rear of the lower ends of the first strip. f6 
and the Strips 6 and 7 are stitched together 
where they meet. Suspender straps 20 which are adjustable in 5. 

lower end. Suspender fittings 24 are secured to 
the lower ends of the Suspender straps 20 and 
are adapted to be attached to the welt 25 of 
a stocking in the usual manner. 

In use the garment may be worn with Or with 
out the suspender straps 20 and suspenders 24 
attached thereto. When these are removed, the 
garment may be worn in the same way as a nor 
mal garment of the type in question. When 
stockings are worn, the suspender straps 20 are 
attached to the garment at the appropriate po 
Sitions in the manner indicated and the sus 
penders 24 are attached to the stocking in the 
usual manner. 
Owing to the construction of the garment, 

the tension exerted by the stocking is carried 
primarily by the reinforcing strip 6 which ex 
tends around the hips and back of the wearer. 
This tension is felt only to a slight extent by the 
Wearer and the freedom of movement obtained 
With normal pantees are retained. In addition, 
the construction of the garment is such that it 
remains in position on the wearer even when 
substantial tension is exerted thereon by the 
Stockings. These features are of considerable 
importance and greatly enhance the attractive 
neSS and Saleability of the garment. 
The tension exerted by the stocking is also 

Supported by the Second strip 7 and since the 
strips 6 and 7 are secured together at points 
E and F, the strain exerted on the rear sus 
penders is taken partly by the strip 6 which 
passes around the rear of the garment and partly 
by the strip T. Moreover, the strip 7 performs 
the function of preventing spreading of the front 
portion 2 of the garment which might other 
Wise occur when strain is applied to the strip 6. 
In the case of garments of normal construction 

having Stocking Supports, substantial discom 
fort is experienced by the wearer when she is 
Seated owing to the increase in tension on the 
rear Suspenders, and in the straps to which they 
are attached. A further and important feature 
of this invention resides in the fact that the 
tension on the rear suspender straps 2 is not 
Substantially increased when the wearer is 
Seated. According to the present invention, the 
Sections 29 of the garment directly above the 
rear Suspenders are not reinforced and being 
formed of extensible material are capable of sub. 
stantial extension when the wearer is seated, 
while, at the same time, the sections 30 of the 
strips 7 between the rear suspenders and points 
E. and F. Swing forwardly when the Wearer sits 
So, as to assist in avoiding undue tension on the 
rear Suspenders. As a result, the comfort to 
the Wearer is greatly enhanced. 
A still further feature resides in the fact that 

the rear Suspenders and suspender straps may 
be first attached to the stocking and may be 
Secured to the garment after the stocking is in 
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position, thus obviating the difficulty of attacht 
ing, the rear suspenders to the stocking, which is 
experienced with garments of the normal type. 
The portion 3 of the reinforcing strip 6 at 

the rear of the garment may be formed of elastic 
material and may be constructed so as to be free. 
from the garment if so desired;. In addition, it 
Willibelunderstood that the suspenders, and SuS 
pender straps may conveniently be detached from 
the garment for laundering purpoSeS. . . . 

I claim: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . s 
1. Alady's undergarment of the kind described 

which comprises a crotched form-fitting, non 
contracting non-figure-moulding nether gar 
ment of the pull-up type constructed of light 
non-elastic moderately extensible fabric, Said 
garment having a front portion, a back portion, 
hip portions, leg portions and a crotch portion, 
an elastic waistband on said garment, a first 
reinforcing strip of substantially inextensible 
material secured interiorly to the fabric of the 
garment and disposed to extend from a point 
at the front of the lower edge of One leg por 
tion upwardly and rearwardly around the ad 
jacent hip portion and across the back portion 
of the garment at a short distance below the 
Waistband and downwardly and forwardly around 
the other hip portion to a point at the front 
of the lower edge of the other leg portion, the 
said first reinforcing strip thereby extending Over 
the hips of the wearer and acroSS the Small of 
the Wearer's back when the garment is WOrn. So 
that said strip and the fabric to which it is at 
tached are supported against downward move 
ment when tension is applied to the lower ends 
of the strip during wear, a Second reinforcing 
strip of substantially inextensible material Se 
cured interiorly to the fabric of the garment 
and disposed to extend upwardly from a point 
between the side and rear of the lower edge of 
one leg portion and transversely across the front 
portion of the garment and downwardly to a 
point between the side and rear of the lower 
edge of the other leg portion, the first reinforc 
ing strip and second reinforcing Strip being Se 
cured together where they interSect and the Sec 
Ond reinforcing strip Serving to prevent Spread 
ing of the front portion of the garment when 
tension is applied to the lower ends of the first 
reinforcing strip during Wear, Suspender Straps 
removably attached to the lower ends of the rein 
forcing strips, and stocking Suspenders attached 
to the suspender Straps. 

2. A lady's undergarment of the kind described 
which comprises a crotched form-fitting non 
contracting non-figure-moulding nether gar 
ment of the pull-up type constructed of light 
non-elastic moderately extensible fabric, Said 
garment having a front portion, a back portion, 
hip portions, leg portions and a crotch portion, 
an elastic waistband on said garment, a first rein 
forcing strip of substantially inextensible mate 
rial secured interiorly to the fabric of the gar 
ment and disposed to extend from a point at the 
front of the lower edge of one leg portion up 
wardly and rearwardy around the adjacent hip 
portion and acroSS the back portion of the gar 
ment at a short distance below the Waistband 
and downwardly and forwardly around the other 
hip portion to a point at the front of the lower 
edge of the other leg portion, the Said first rein 
forcing strip thereby extending over the hips of 
the wearer and across the Small of the wearer's 
back when the garment is worn So that said strip 
and the fabric to which it is attached are Supa 
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6. 
ported against downward: movement when tene. 
sion is applied: to the slower: ends of the Strip 
during:Wear, a secondireinforcing strip of. Sub 
stantially inextensible material secured interiorly. 
to the fabric of the garment and disposed, to 
extend upwardly from: a point between the side 
and rear of the lower edge of; one leg, portion 
and transversely across the front portion of the 
garment and downwardly to a point between the 
side and rear of the lower edge of the other leg 
portion, the first reinforcing strip; and second 
reinforcing strip being. Secured together. Where 
they intersect, and the Second reinforcing Strip 
serving to prevent spreading of the front portion 
of the garment when tension is applied to the 
lower ends of the first reinforcing strip during 
wear, suspender straps of adjustable length de 
tachably secured to the lower ends of the first 
and second reinforcing strips at points substan 
tially level with the lower edges of the leg por 
tions, and stocking suspenders attached to the 
lower ends of the Suspender straps, the Sections 
of the garment above the lower ends of the Sec 
ond reinforcing strip being substantially exten 
sible so that the sections of the Second reinforc 
ing strip between the lower ends thereof and the 
points of intersection with the first reinforcing 
strip may swing forwardly when the wearer sits 
in order to prevent undue tension on the rear 
stocking suspenders when the wearer is seated. 

3. A lady's undergarment of the kind described 
which comprises a crotched form-fitting non 
contracting non-figure-moulding nether gar 
ment of the pull-up type constructed of light 
non-elastic moderately extensible fabric, Said 
garment having a front portion, a back portion, 
hip portions, leg portions and a crotch portion, 
an elastic waistband on Said garment, a first 
reinforcing strip of substantially inextensible 
material secured interiorly to the fabric of the 
garment and disposed to extend from a point at 
the front of the lower edge of one leg portion 
upwardly and rearwardly around the adjacent 
hip portion and acroSS the back portion of the 
garment at a short distance below the waistband 
and downwardly and forwardly around the other 
hip portion to a point at the front of the lower 
edge of the other leg portion, the said first rein 
forcing strip thereby extending over the hips of 
the wearer and across the small of the wearer's 
back when the garment is worn so that said strip 
and the fabric to which it is attached are Sup 
ported against downward movement when ten 
Sion is applied to the lower ends of the Strip dur 
ing wear, a second reinforcing strip of substan 
tially inextensible material secured interiorly to 
the fabric of the garment and disposed to ex 
tend upwardly from a point between the side and 
rear of the lower edge of one leg portion and 
transversely acroSS the front portion of the gar 
ment at a substantial distance below the Waist 
band and at a short distance above the crotch 
portion and doWinWardly to a point between the 
side and rear of the lower edge of the other leg 
portion, the first and second reinforcing Strips 
intersecting at points located above and slightly 
to the rear of the lower ends of the first rein 
forcing strip and being Secured together at Such 
points, the Second reinforcing strip serving to 
prevent spreading of the front portion of the 
garment, when tension is applied to the lower 
ends of the first, reinforcing strip during Wear, 
front Suspender straps attached to the ends of 
the first reinforcing strip, rear suspender straps 
attached to the ends of the second reinforcing 
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strip, trieans for adjusting the length of the front 
and rear suspender straps, and stocking SuS 
penders removably attached to Said suspender 
straps, the sections of the garment above the 
lower ends of the second reinforcing strip being 
substantially extensible so that the Sections of 
the second reinforcing strip between the lower 
ends thereof and the points of intersection with 
the first reinforcing strip may swing forwardly 
when the wearer sits in order to prevent undue 
tension on the rear stocking Suspenders when 
the Wearer is Seated. . 

IRENE CONSIANCE BATMAIN JONES, 
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