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To all whom it may concern: ‘

Be it known that we, FREDERICK M. Ross
and Orro WOLFF, citizens of the United
States of America, and residents of Newport,
county of Campbell, State of Kentucky, have
invented certain new and usefu] Improve-
ments in Tile Signs, of which the fo owing
is a specification. . '

The object of our invention is g tile sign
in which the tiles are engaged by a simple,
ornate and firm means for %olding them in

lace. This object is attained by the means
ustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which— '

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a tile
sign embodying our invention. .Fig. 2 is
a perspective view of the frame; the parts
being broken out and brought together to
economizé space. Fig. 3 is a erspective
view of the back, or retaining plia.te. Fig.
4 is a transverse sectional view through the
sign and'a part of the wall to which the sign
is attached. » A

The frame is made from g strip of metal,
A, which has inward flanges, @, which form
the front of the frame. Upon the opposite
edge, strip A has inturne flanges, o', a?,
- from the part of the strip which forms the
- top and the bottom of the frame and a
30 flange, @, from the‘iart of the strip which

forms the end, at, of the frame. The flanges,
a, as well as the flanges, ¢/, a2 and a®, are cut
away at intervals, such as at a°, a%, to permit
the strips being bent at the corners to form
a rectangular frame. One end of the strip,
A, has a tongue, a7, projecting from its rear
-edge and the other end of the strip has a
tongue, a®, projecting from its front edge.
he tiles, B, are rectangular in shape and
~ 40 have molded in them the letters or numerals

which form the sign. The back or retaining
plate, C, is of the same width as that between
_the sides, a% @', in the frame and is pref-
erably of the length between the end, a*, and

45 the end, at of the frame. Plate, C, has a
line of central perforations. - -
The operation of assembling the parts is

as follows: Strip, A, baving its front and
rear flanges bent inward, is bent at the cor-

50 ners, leaving the flange, a3, standing in aline-
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ment with the side, a®. The tiles, B, are
then inserted into the ways formed between
the inwardly projecting flanges, a’, a* and a?.
The flange, a?,is then bent downward so that
the ends of the strip contact each other and
the tongues, a7, %, are bent down u(i)qn
the opposite meeting end, as illustrated in
Fig. 1. The retaining lglate, C, having been
secured to the wall, D, by screws, d, the
frame is slid into place by passing the loose
edges, ¢, ¢/ of the retaining plate between
the flanges, a’, and a? and the tiles, B, start-
ing from the end, a!!. ' o

The tongues, a7 and @?, oppose any longi-
tudinal or transverse movement of the mem-

_bers of the frame relative to each other, as

likewise any forward or backward move-
ment thereof. The edges, ¢, ¢/, of the re-
taining plate, C, hold the tile firmly against
the flanges, a, the tiles completely hiding the
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retaining plate, C. Therefore, the sign is -

firm and ornate, and the
and easily put together.
at we claim is: : :
1. In a tile sign the combination of a
frame formed from a strip of metal having
inwardly projecting flanges along each of its
edges, one of the meeting ends of the strips
having a ton%ue upon one side and the other
meeting end having a tongue upon the ogpo-
site side and each of said tongues being bent
down upon the opposite meeting end of the
strip and tiles held in the frame between the
inturned flanges.
2. In a tile sign the combination of a
frame formed from a’ strip of metal havi )
inturned: flanges along its edges, tiles held in

parts are simple

the frame between the inturned edges, a

retaining plate, means for securing the re-
taining plate to a wall, said means being
spaced from the edges of the plate, and the
edges of the plate engaging the frame be-

tween the rear flanges of the frame and the .

rear faces of the tiles.

FREDERICK M. ROSS,
OTTO WOLFF.

.~ Witnesses: . _
Warrer F. Murray,
AaNES McCorMACK.
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