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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

@

" LEANDER B. MORSE, OF ATHOL, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF
HIS RIGHT TO LABAN MORSE, OF SAME PLACE.

IMPROVEMENT IN COT-BEDS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 185,5%3, dated February 4, 1873,

To all whom it may concern: ‘

Be it known that I, LEANDER B. ’\Ionsn of
Athol, in the county of Worcester and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and: useful Improvements in Cot-Beds, of
which the following, taken in connection with

" the accompanying drawing, is a specification:

My invention relates-to a cot-bed that ecan
be folded, when not in use, so as not to oceupy
so much space as when extended; and it con-
sists, first, of a frame made up of two cross-
bars—one near the head and-the other near

the foot, and two sills or girders-arranged lon-

gitudinally under said cross-bars and secured
thereto by means of straps in such a manner
-that they may be partially rotated therein;
said girders being made preferably round or
cylindrical in form as Dbeing the cheapest,
though square sills may be used by turning
round places near each end to receive the
straps by which they are secured to the cross-
bars. ISach of said sills or girders has insert-
ed and secured therein two or more legs, which
are held in an extended position by means of
a jointed brace, one end of which is secured
to the leg near its bottom and the other tothe
cross-bar near its middle—the joint in said

. brace being provided with shoulders to form
a stop.

It consists, in the second place, in the use,
in a bed-bottom, of slats arranged longitudi-
nally thereof, resting upon bearings near either
end, and provided with vertical slots through
the same directly over said bearings, to re-
ceive the free ends of pins set in the cross-
bars, which serve as bearings for said slats, in
combination with » holding-down bar, secured
across the bed-bottom above the slats.and di-
rectly over said cross-bars. Itconsists, in the
third place, in the combination with the slats,
arranged and constructed as above described,
of a head-board placed above said slats-and
hinged to the cross-bar on which said slatsrest,
insuchamannerthatitmaystanduponits edge
in a vertical position, or be folded down upon
said slats, while it may readily be removed to
enable the slats to be unshipped, if desired.

Figure 1 of the drawing is a longitudinal
section of a cot-bed embodying myinvention—
the section being taken on line « # on Fig. 2,
and showing the bedstead in position for use.

! Fig. 2 is a transverse section of the same on
line z2. Fig. 3is a plan of the same folded.
Tig. 4 is a transverse section on line yy. Fig.
5is a plan of the under side of the same fold-
ed; and Fig. 6.is an edge view of the same
folded.

A and A’are two cross-bars of a lengthequal
to the desired width of the bed, and having a
semicircular groove eut across their under
sides, near each end theéreof, into which is fit-
ted the cylindrical sills or girders B B, around
which is bent the.straps «, which are "secured
to the cross-bars A and.A’, thus formmg a
cylindrical bearing for the glrdels B, in which
they may revolve, the cross-bars A and A/
resting upon the girders B at or near either
end thereof and forming the supports for the
slatsC C. Each of the girders B B has inserted
therein two or more legs, D D, which support
the bedstead when the g1rders B are rotated
so as to bring said legs into a vertical posi-
tion, as seen in Figs. 1 and 2. To the
lower end of each ot the legs D D is piv-
oted one end of a jointed brace, E, the
upper end of which is pivoted to the cross-
bar A or A/, the center joint of said brace be-
ing provided with shoulders ¢ ¢ to serve as a
stop to limit the movement of said jointin one
direction, said stops being so adjusted that in
straightening the brace to throw the legs into
av extlcal posltlon the center joint may be
moved a little past a line drawn throu.gh ths
center of the pivots at the ends of said brace,
for the purpose of preventing the brace from
being thrown out of position by the load
placed upon the bed. The girders B B may
be made square with round journals for the
bearings of the cross-bars A and A’; but I
prefer the eylindrical girder, as being the
cheapest and lightest for the same strength.
The cross-bars A and A’ are held in position
on the girders B and prevented from slipping
endwise thereon by pins e ¢ inserted in said
girders on either side of the straps or caps a;
or, instead of the pins e e, a shallow flat groove
may be formed around the girders, into which
the cross-bars A and A’ and the straps a fit.
In the upper side of the cross-bars A and A’/
are inserted a series of metallic pins, b D, pro-
jecting above said cross-bars a distance abont
equal tothe thickness of the slats C C, said
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pins- fitting into the slots d « formed in.either
end of each of the slats C C. F is a cleat or
holding-down bar placed across the bed above
" the slats O, directly above the cross-bar A/, to
which it is secured by the pins or screws ki h.
G is a head-board, placed across the other end
of the bed,-over the cross-bar A, to which itis
hinged in such ainanner that it may be turned
up to a vertical position, as seen in Fig. 1, or
Le tolded down upon the slats, as seen in Iigs.

3 and 4, so arranged that in either position it.

serves the same purpese as the bar T, pre-
venting the slats C from being displaced from
the pins b b, The pins b b and the slots d d
serve to keep the slats C C in position lateral-
Iy and at the same time allow the slats to give
4 little lengthwise when the weight of a person
is placed upon them.

This construction enables me to make a cot-
-bed: that ean be folded into a comparatively
small space when -not in use and be readily
extended for use at a considerable less cost
than any good cot-bed now in the market.

The head-board may be easily and readily
Temoved by withdrawing the hinge-pin <.

What T claim as new, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent of the United States,
iSem

‘1. A bed-frame consisting of the cross-bars

A and A’ and the girders ot side pieces-B B,
provided with the legs D, and secured to said
cross-bars in such a manner that, while they
serve as stretehers to keep said bars the prop-
er distance apart they may be rotated for the
purpose of folding the legs under the bed when
not in use, substantially as described. .

2. The combination of the slats C Cprovided
with the slots d d, the cross-bar A having in-
serted iu its npper side the pins b b to it into
said slots, and the holding-down cleat IY, all
construeted and arranged substantially as de-
seribed,

3. In eombination with theslats C O provided
with slots d d, and the cross-bar A having in-
serted therein the pins b 0,1 claim the head-
board G, hinged to thecross-harAinsachaman-
ner that it may he placed in a perpendicnlar
position or folded down onto the slats and serve
the purpose of holding the slats in position on
the pins while they are free to mdve endwise
thereon, substantially as described. '

Executed at Athol, Massachusetts, this 2d
day of January, 1873,

LEANDER B. MORSE.

Witnesses: :
Troyuas H. GOODSPEED
WiLLIE R. BrMIis,




