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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs H. SAPPER, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resi 
dent of Newburgh, in the county of Orange 
and State of New York, have invented a 
new and Improved Top, of which the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
My invention relates to tops, and it has 

for its object to provide one with a hollow 
member, in which an inner member is dis 
posed, the inner member being journaled 
in bearings in the outer member and hav 
ing surfaces which are exposed through 
openings in the outer member, the inner 

5 member being provided with wings, for re 
tarding its rotation relatively to the outer 
member. The outer member may be con 
structed with its openings of various sizes 
and shapes, and the surfaces of the inner 
member may be colored in various ways, 
so that when the top is spun and the Outer 
member rotates slightly faster than the 
inner member, the colors exhibited through 
the openings in the outer member will be 
changed slowly to produce various color ef 
fects. 

Still other objects of the invention will 
appear in the following complete descrip 
tion. 
In this specification I will describe the 

preferred form of my invention, it being 
understood that the scope of the invention 
is defined in the appended claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings forming a part of this speci 
fication, in which similar characters of ref 
erence indicate corresponding parts in all 
the views, and in which 

Figure 1 is an elevation showing the in 
vention; Fig. 2 is a sectional side elevation 
of the same; Figs. 3 and 4 are views similar 
to that shown in Fig. 1, with different ar 
rangements of the openings in the outer 
member; and Fig. 5 is a side elevation of 
the inner member. 
By referring to the drawings, it will be 

seen that an outer member is provided with 
cone-shaped sides 5 and with a collar, or 
drum-shaped member, 6 at its apex, there 
being a bearing 7 in this collar, or drum 
shaped, member 6. A saucer-shaped mem 
ber 8 is provided, this saucer-shaped mem 
ber 8 having its periphery secured to the 
bottom of the side member 5. prefer to 
connect the saucer-shaped member 8 with 
the said side member 5 by bending the said 
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side member 5 so that it will firmly engage the 
periphery of the said saucer-shaped mem 
ber 8. To the saucer-shaped member 8, 
there is secured a peg 9, there being a bear 
ing 10 in the upper portion of this peg 9, 
the saucer-shaped member 8 having an 
opening 11 which registers with the said 
bearing 10. Openings 12 are made in the 
saucer-shaped member, 8, and there are also 
openings 13 in the sides 5 of the outer mem 
ber. These openings 13 may extend ver 
tically or, if desired, they may be arranged 
spirally, as is shown at 13 in Fig. 4 of the 
drawings. In some cases I prefer to make 
relatively small openings 13° in the sides of 
the outer member, as shown in Fig. 3, said 
openings being spaced from each other and 
being disposed relatively to each other as 
may be desired. 
In the outer member there is disposed an 

inner cone-shaped member 14, which is se 
cured to a spindle 15, the lower terminal of 
the spindle resting in the bearing 10, and 
the upper terminal of the spindle 15 ex 
tending through the bearing 7, in which it 
is journaled. To the upper terminal of the 
spindle 15 there is secured a gripping mem 
ber 16. The sides of the inner member 14 
are colored in various ways, to permit the 
colors to be seen through the openings 13, 
13, 139, the inner member 14 being pro 
vided with depending wings 14, which are 
provided for retarding the rotation of the 
inner member 14 relatively to the outer 
member, so that the colors, which are ex 
posed by the said openings 13, 13°, 13 will 
be changed continually. 
In using the top, a cord is wound around 

the collar or drum-shaped member 6. The 
top is disposed with its peg resting on the 
ground and the gripping member 16 is held 
firmly in the left hand. The cord is then 
pulled quickly with the right hand so that 
the outer member will be rotated rapidly, 
when it will be found that the top will spin 
on its peg and that the inner member 14 
will rotate with the outer member, but that 
it will rotate more slowly inasmuch as it 
was held stationary when the outer member 
was rotated rapidly by the pulling of the 
cord. The rotation of the inner member 
will also be retarded by means of the wings 
14. As the top spins, the colors on the 
inner member will be seen through the 
openings 13, 13°, 13 of the outer member, 
and as the outer member rotates more rap 
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idly than the inner member, these colors, 
which appear through the said openings 13, 
13, 13, will constantly change. When the 
inner member is colored with red, white and 
blue stripes, each of which is substantially 
as wide as the openings 13 shown in Fig. 1 
of the drawings, the top will present a white 
appearance when the white stripes register 
with the openings. As the inner member 14 
of the top is retarded and the portions of 
the white and blue stripes appear through 
the openings 13, they will blend until the 
blue stripes register with the said openings 
13, when the sides of the top will appear 
blue. When portions of the red stripes ap 
pear through the openings 13, the colors will 
blend and present a varying color, as the 
red stripes predominate on the retardation 
of the inner member 14, the sides of the top 
appearing red in color as the red stripes 
register with the openings 13. - 

It will be understood that instead of col 
oring the sides of the inner member in 
stripes, the sides of the inner member may 
be divided in colored blocks, which are of 
Substantially the same size as the openings 
13, so that the blocks of color will appear 
through the said openings 13°. 
An inner member 14, colored in any de 

sirable way, may be used with the outer 
member having the spiral openings 13 
shown in Fig. 4 of the drawings. In fact, 
I do not limit myself to any arrangement 
of the openings in the outer member nor 
do I limit myself to any arrangement of 
the colors on the inner member, as these may 
be arranged in any number of ways to pro 
duce varying effects. 
The cord 17 is preferably secured to the 

collar 6 of the outer member 5 so that when 
the top is set in motion by drawing the cord 
17 outwardly until it is all unwound from 
the collar it will rewind itself on the collar 
in the opposite direction. In this way the 
top may be made to spin first in one direc 
tion then in the other by drawing on the 
cord periodically. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent: 

1. In a top an outer hollow member with 
an opening through its outer wall, a deco 
rated member disposed therein, the mem 
bers being adapted to rotate relatively to 
each other, and a member extending from 
One of the first-twmentioned members, for 
retarding its rotation." 

2. In a top an Outer hollow member with an opening in its wall and having a peg 
and bearings, an inner decorated member 
having a spindle journaled in the said bear 
ings, and Wings on the inner member adapt 
ed to retard its rotation relatively to the 
outer member. 

3. In a top, a hollow member with an 
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opening through its Outer wall, a decorated 
member disposed therein, the members be 
ing adapted to rotate relatively to each 
other, a spindle secured to the inner mem 
ber, and a member secured to the spindle 
adapted to retard the rotation of the inner 
member. 

4. In a top an outer member with an open 
ing in its wall, and having a peg, a collar 
and bearings, an inner decorated member 
having a spindle journaled in the said bear 
ings; and a Wing, and a cord Secured to the 
collar. 

5. In a top, an outer hollow member with 
openings in its wall, and having a peg and 
bearings at its top and bottom, an inner 
member decorated having a spindle jour 
naled in the said bearings, the outer wall of 
the inner member being disposed substan 
tially parallel with the inner wall of the 
outer member, and wings on the inner mem 
ber, adapted to retard its rotation relatively 
to the outer member. - 

6. In a top, an outer hollow member hav 
ing openings in its side walls and having a 
peg and bearings, and an inner decorated 
member disposed in the said outer member 
and having a spindle journaled in the said 
bearings, the surfaces of the inner member 
being exposed by the said openings in the 
outer member. 

7. In a top, an outer hollow cone-shaped 
member with openings in its walls and hav 
ing a peg and bearings, and an inner cone 
shaped member disposed in the outer mem- 100 
ber and having a spindle journaled in the 
bearings, the walls of the inner member, 
which are exposed by the openings in the 
outer member, being decorated with a plu 
rality of colors. - 

8. In a top, an outer hollow cone-shaped 
member with openings in its walls and hav 
ing a peg and bearings, an inner cone-shaped 
member disposed in the outer member, and having a spindle journaled in the bearings, 110 
the walls of the inner member, which are 
exposed by the openings in the outer mem 
ber, being decorated with a plurality of 
colors, and Wings on the inner member, to 
retard its rotation relatively to the outer 115 
member. 

9. In a top, a hollow outer member hav 
ing side walls with openings and bearings, 
an inner member disposed in the outer mem 
ber and having a spindle journaled in the 120 
said bearings, the walls of the inner mem 
ber, which are exposed by the openings in 
the Outer member, being decorated in a plu 
rality of colors, and a peg on which the 
spindle is disposed. 

10. In a top an outer hollow member with 
an opening in its Wall and having a peg and 
bearings, an inner member having a spindle 
journaled in the said bearings, wings on 
the inner member to retard its rotation rela- 130 
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tively to the outer member, the walls of the 
inner member which are exposed by the 
opening in the outer member, being deco 
rated. 

11. In a top, a hollow member with an 
opening through its outer wall, and having 
bearings, and a peg which rotates with the 
hollow decorated member, an inner member 
having a spindle journaled in the bearings, 
the members being adapted to rotate rela 
tively to each other. 

12. In a top a hollow member with open 
ings in its walls and having a peg and bear 
ings, an inner member having a spindle 
journaled in the bearings, the members being 
adapted to rotate relatively to each other, 
the walls of the inner member which are 
exposed by the opening in the outer mem 
ber being decorated. 

13. In a top an outer hollow member hav 

B 

ing an opening in its Walls, and bearings 
spaced apart, and an inner decorated mem 
ber disposed in the said outer member be 
tween the bearings in which it is journaled. 

14. In a top an outer hollow member hav 
ing an opening in its walls, a peg and bear 
ings spaced apart, and an inner decorated 
member disposed in the said outer member 
between the bearings in which it is jour 
naled, the surfaces of the inner member be 
ing exposed by the said openings in the 
outer member. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

CHARLES H. SAPPER. 
Witnesses: 

SIDNEY WoREHAM, 
OSCAR BOCK. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.' 
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