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This invention relates to improvements in protectors for 
electric circuits. More particularly, this invention relates 
to improvements in fuse-gripping devices that can be used 
to remove electric fuses from, and to insert electric fuses 
into, holders for electric fuses. 

It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved fuse-gripping device which can re 
move electric fuses from, and which can insert electric 
fuses into, holders for electric fuses. 
To insure efficient electrical contact between holders for 

electric fuses and the electric fuses held thereby, it is 
necessary to make those holders so they can apply sub 
stantial pressures to the terminals of those fuses. Such 
pressures make it difficult to remove electric fuses from, 
and to insert electric fuses into, holders for electric fuses 
particularly where the fuses are small and where the hold 
ers dispose a plurality of small fuses close to each other. 
The pressures which holders for electric fuses apply to 

the terminals of electric fuses can be so substantial that 
persons who try to use their fingers to remove those fuses 
from those holders can find it necessary to try to tightly 
grip those fuses with their thumbs and forefingers. Such 
gripping is not always possible where the holders dispose 
a plurality of small fuses close to each other; and even 
where such gripping is possible it is not always desirable, 
because it can lead to engagement between a person's 
thumb or forefinger and an electrically "live' fuse termi 
nal-with resulting shock to that person. Consequently, 
the use of a person's fingers to remove electric fuses from 
holders for electric fuses can be objectionable. Where 
persons' fingers can not be used to tightly grip fuses, 
persons have been known to use screw drivers to try to 
pry electric fuses out of holders for electric fuses. The 
use of screw drivers to try to pry electric fuses out of 
holders for electric fuses can lead to breaking of the cas 
ings of those fuses and can lead to short-circuiting of 
adjacent holders for electric fuses. Consequently, the 
use of screw drivers to try to pry electric fuses out of 
holders for electric fuses is objectionable. It would be 
desirable to provide a fuse-gripping device which could 
facilitate the removal of electric fuses from, and which 
could facilitate the insertion of electric fuses into, holders 
for electric fuses, even where the holders dispose a plural 
ity of small fuses close to each other. The present inven 
tion provides such a fuse-gripping device; and it is, there 
fore, an object of the present invention to provide a 
fuse-gripping device which can facilitate the removal of 
electric fuses from, and which can facilitate the insertion 
of electric fuses into, holders for electric fuses. 
The fuse gripping device provided by the present inven 

tion has a body with nibs at the opposite ends thereof; 
and those nibs are formed to accommodate and grip elec 
tric fuses. The nibs at each end of the body are normally 
close to, but out of engagement with, each other; and 
those nibs can be readily moved apart to enable them to 
telescope over part of an electric fuse. The fuse-gripping 
device provided by the present invention has a clamp 
which is mounted on, but which can be moved relative to, 
the body of that device; and that clamp can be moved into 
position to hold the nibs at either end of the body in inti 
mate engagement with that part of the electric fuse over 
which they are telescoped. As a result, the nibs can be 
telescoped over a part of an electric fuse and can there 
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2 
after be clamped in intimate engagement with that part 
of that fuse so the fuse-gripping device can be used to 
effect removal of the electric fuse from, or can effect 
insertion of that electric fuse into, a holder for electric 
fuses. It is, therefore, an object of the present invention 
to provide a fuse-gripping device with a body that has nibs 
at the opposite ends thereof which can be telescoped over 
parts of electric fuses and which can then be clamped in 
intimate engagement with those parts of those fuses. 
The body and nibs of the fuse-gripping device provided 

by the present invention are made of insulating material; 
and hence that device can be used freely adjacent fuse 
clips without any risk of causing short circuits. Further, 
the body of the device is made long enough to enable the 
user thereof to keep his fingers and thumbs spaced away 
from the holder for electric fuses. All of this is desirable 
because one of the contacts of a holder for electric fuses 
is unusually permanently connected to the source of elec 
tric power. It is, therefore, an object of the present in 
vention to provide a fuse-gripping device which has an 
elongated body portion and which has the body portion 
and nibs thereof made of insulating material. 
At least one pair of the nibs on the fuse-gripping device 

provided by the present invention can be provided with 
surfaces which will enable that pair of nibs to hold a 
fuse so its axis is either parallel to or at right angles to 
the axis of that device. This is desirable because it en 
ables that fuse-gripping device to remove electric fuses 
from different types of fuse holders. It is, therefore, an 
object of the present invention to provide a fuse-gripping 
device which has nibs that can hold a fuse so its axis is 
either parallel to or at right angles to the axis of that 
device. 

Other and further objects and advantages of the present 
invention should become apparent from an examination 
of the drawing and accompanying description. 

In the drawing and accompanying description a pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention is shown and 
described but it is to be understood that the drawing and 
accompanying description are for the purpose of illustra 
tion only and do not limit the invention and that the inven 
tion will be defined by the appended claims. 

In the drawing, FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one 
embodiment of fuse-gripping device that is made in ac 
cordance with the principles and teachings of the present 
invention, 

F.G. 2 is a pian view of the fuse-gripping device of 
FIG. 1, 
FIG. 3 is an elevational view of the rear of the fuse 

gripping device of FIG. 1, 
FG. 4 is an elevational view of the right-hand end 

of the fuse-gripping device shown in FIG. 3, 
FIG. 5 is an elevational view of the left-hand end of the 

fuse-gripping device shown in FIG. 3, 
FIG. 6 is a plan view of the fuse-gripping device shown 

in FIG. 1 as the nibs at the right-hand end thereof hold 
a fuse, - 

FIG. 7 is a plan view of the fuse-gripping device of 
FiG. 1 as the nibs at the left-hand end thereof hold a 
fuse, and 
FIG. 8 is an elevational front view of the fuse-gripping 

device of FIG. 1 as the nibs at the right-hand end there 
of hold an electric fuse with its axis parallel to the 
axis of that device. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, the numeral 10 gen 
erally denotes the body of a fuse-gripping device that is 
made in accordance with the principles and teachings of 
the present invention. That body has openings 12 and 14 
at opposite sides of the center thereof; and those open 
ings are elongated and have rounded ends. Further, the 
long axes of those openings are parallel to the long axis 
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of the body 10. The inner ends of the openings 12 and 
14 are closed, but the outer end of the opening 12 is de 
fined by two spaced abutments 20 and the outer end of 
the opening 14 is defined by two spaced abutments 22. 
While the abutments 20 are normally spaced apart and 
while the abutments 22 are normally spaced apart, as 
shown by FIG. 1, the abutments 22 can be pressed into 
intimate engagement with each other as shown by FIG. 
8. Similarly, the abutments 20 can be pressed into inti 
mate engagement with each other. 
An opening 16 is provided in the body 10, and that 

opening is disposed outwardly of the opening 12. The 
inner end of the opening 16 is defined by the spaced abut 
ments 20, and the outer end of that opening is defined by 
the inner ends of nibs 24. Those nibs are normally spaced 
apart, as shown by FIGS. 1, 3, 5 and 8; and each of 
those nibs has a semi-cylindrical recess 26 therein. The 
recesses 26 are in register with each other, and they co 
act with each other to substantially define a cylindrical 
recess which can accommodate the body portion of an 
electric fuse. 
An opening 18 is provided in the body 10 of the fuse 

gripping device, and that opening is disposed outwardly 
of the opening 14. The inner end of the opening 8 is 
defined by the abutments 22 and the outer end of that 
opening is defined by the inner ends of nibs 28. Those 
nibs are normally spaced apart, as shown by FIGS. 1, 3 
and 4; and each of those nibs has a semi-cylindrical re 
cess 30 therein. The recesses 30 are in register with each 
other, and they co-act to substantially define a cylindrical 
recess which can accommodate the body portion of an 
electric fuse. Each of the nibs 28 also has a semi-cylin 
drical recess 32; and those recesses are disposed in register 
with each other to substantially define a cylindrical re 
cess which can accommodate the ferrule-like terminal of 
an electric fuse. The axis of the recess defined by the 
semi-cylindrical recesses 30 is disposed at right angles to 
the long axis of the body 10, whereas the axis of the re 
cess defined by the two semi-cylindrical recesses 32 is 
parallel to the long axis of that body. 
The openings 12 and 16 coact to define two elongated 

arm for the left-hand end of the body 10; and each of 
those arms has a nib 24 at the free end thereof. Those 
arms will be fairly stiff but will be capable of being bent 
to move those nibs toward each other. Similarly, the 
openings 14 and 18 coact to define two elongated arms for 
the right-hand end of the body 10; and each of those arms 
has a nib 28 at the free end thereof. Those arms will 
be fairly stiff but will be capable of being bent to move 
those nibs toward each other. 
Those portions of the upper and lower faces of the 

body 10, which are in register with the openings 16 and 
18, are inclined to the long axis of that body so they 
diverge from each other. Further, those portions have 
minute corrugations formed on them. Specifically, those 
portions of the upper and lowerfaces of the body 10 which 
are in register with the opening 16 have minute corruga 
tions 34 thereon. Those portions of the upper and lower 
faces of the body 10 which are in register with the open 
ing 18 have minute corrugations 36 thereon. 
The numeral 38 denotes a clamp which has a large 

plane central portion that abuts the rear face of the body 
10; and that clamp also has a top 40 and a bottom 42 
which extend forwardly at right angles from that large 
plane portion. A flange 44 extends downwardly from the 
forward edge of the top 40 and a flange 46 extends up 
wardly from the forward edge of the bottom 42. Those 
flanges abut the front face of the body 10 and help pre 
vent separation of the clamp 38 from the body 10. The 
opposite ends of the top 40 are bent upwardly at slight 
angles, and the opposite ends of the bottom 42 are bent 
downwardly at slight angles. While those angles are 
slight, they are large enough to facilitate the telescop 
ing of those ends over the minute corrugations 34 and 
36. The top 40 and the bottom 42 have minute corruga 
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4 
tions thereon, and those minute corrugations can coact 
with the minute corrugations 34 and 36 to prevent ac 
cidental shifting of the clamp 38 out of engagement with 
those corrugations. 

Normally, the ciamp 38 will be adjacent the center of 
the body 10 of the fuse-gripping device; and at such time 
the abutments 20 will be spaced apart, the abutments 22 
will be spaced apart, the nibs 24 will be spaced apart, and 
the nibs 28 will be spaced apart as shown by FIGS. 1 
and 3. To use the fuse-gripping device provided by 
the present invention, the user can set the outer ends 
of the nibs 28 in engagement with the body portion of an 
electric fuse 48 and force the body 10 to move to the 
right until the nibs 28 bow away from each other suf 
ficiently to enable the right-hand ends of those nibs to 
telescope over the body portion of that fuse. Thereafter, 
the resilience of the arms at the right-hand end of the 
body 10 will cause those nibs to return to their normal po 
sitions; and as those nibs do so they will center the body 
portion of that fuse within the substantially cylindrical 
recess defined by the semi-cylindrical recesses 30 in those 
nibs. While the resilience of the arms at the right-hand 
end of the body 10 is great enough to enable the substan 
tially cylindrical recess defined by the semi-cylindrical 
recesses 30 in the nibs 28 to hold the fuse 48, that resili 
ence may not be enough to hold that fuse as the fuse 
gripping device is used to puli that fuse away from the 
fuse holder which normally holds that fuse. Conse 
quently, the user of the fuse-gripping device will shift the 
clamp 33 toward the right-hand end of the body 10 until 
the minute corrugations on the top 40 and bottom 42 en 
gage the minute corrugations 36. As the minute corruga 
tions on the top 48 and bottom 42 engage the minute 
corrugations 36, the inclined surfaces on which the min 
ute corrugations 36 are formed will be forced toward each. 
other with consequent forcing of the abutments 22 to 
Ward each other and with consequent forcing of the nibs 
28 into intimate engagement with the body portion of the 
fuse 48. Thereafter, the user can easily remove the fuse 
48 from the holder therefor, as by pulling on the body 10. 
Once the fuse 48 has been removed from the holder 

therefor, the clamp 38 can be returned to its normal 
position; and thereupon the resilience of the arms at the 
right-hand end of the body 10 will cause the abutments 22 
to move apart and will cause the nibs 28 to move to the 
position shown by FIGS. 1 and 3. Thereupon, it will be 
a simple matter for the user to remove the fuse 48 from 
the substantially cylindrical recess defined by the semi 
cylindrical recesses 30 in those nibs. 

It will be noted that in using the fuse-gripping device 
provided by the present invention, the user did not have, 
to place his fingers close to the fuse 48 or to the holder 
for that fuse. Instead, he could grip the body 10 at a 
point adjacent the minute corrugations 34 as he forced 
the nibs 28 to move apart and to telescope over the body 
portion of the fuse 48. Thereafter, he could continue to 
grip the body 10 adjacent the minute corrugations 34 as 
he gripped the clamp 38 and moved the top 40 and bottom 
42 thereof into engagement with the minute corrugations 
36. This means that at no time was the user of the fuse 
gripping device provided by the present invention exposed 
to an electric shock. 
To insert the electric fuse 48 in the holder therefor, 

the user of the fuse-gripping device provided by the present 
invention can readily cause the nibs 28 to move apart to 
permit the disposing of the body portion of that fuse 
within the generally cylindrical recess defined by the 
semi-cylindrical recesses 30 in those nibs. Thereafter, 
the user can shift the clamp 38 toward the right-hand 
end of the body 10 until the top 40 and bottom 42 there 
of engage the minute corrugations 36, thereby forcing the 
abutments 22 toward each other and forcing the nibs 28 
into intimate engagement with the body portion of that 
fuse. At Such time, the fuse-gripping device will be grip 
ping the body portion of the fuse 48 very tightly; and 
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hence that fuse-gripping device can be used to force that 
fuse into the holder for that fuse. Thereafter, the user 
can grip the clamp 38 and return it to its normal posi 
tion; and thereupon the abutments 22 will move apart and 
the nibs 28 will return to the position shown by FIGS. 
1 and 3. This means that a pull on the body 10 of the 
fuse-gripping device will facilitate ready separation of that 
fuse-gripping device from the body portion of the fuse 48. 

Under normal conditions of usage of the fuse-gripping 
device, the abutments 22 will be moved close to each other 
but will not be moved into engagement with each other. 
If an unusually heavy force were to be applied to the 
clamp 38, as that clamp was being moved toward the 
nibs 28, the abutments 22 could be forced into engage 
ment with each other. As those abutments engaged each 
other, they would prevent further bending of the arms, at 
the right-hand end of the body 10, toward each other. 
This is desirable because excessive bending of those arms 
toward each other could bow the outer ends of the nibs 
28 away from each other and thereby reduce the forces 
which those nibs apply to the body portion of the fuse 48. 
When the nibs 24 are to be used to grip a fuse 50, 

the outer ends of those nibs can be placed in engagement 
with the body portion of that fuse and can be forced apart 
until those nibs telescope over the body portion of that 
fuse. Thereafter, the clamp 38 can be moved toward the 
left-hand end of the body 10 and set in engagement with 
the minute corrugations 34. The top 40 and the bottom 
42 of the clamp 38 will apply bending forces to the arms 
at the left-hand end of the body 10 and thereby cause 
the nibs 24 to apply intimate and heavy pressures to the 
body portion of the fuse 59. 

It will be noted that the nibs 24 are narrower than the 
nibs 28. This means that the nibs 24 will be used when 
ever very short electric fuses are to be gripped, and that 
the nibs 28 will be used when longer electric fuses are to 
be gripped. 
The generally cylindrical recesses which are defined by 

the semi-cylindrical recesses 26 in the nibs 24 and by the 
generally semi-cylindrical recesses 30 in the nibs 28 can 
Serve to hold the body portions of electric fuses at right 
angles to the long axis of the body 10 of the fuse-gripping 
device. The generally cylindrical recess defined by the 
Semi-cylindrical recesses 32 in the nibs 28 can grip the 
ferrule-like terminal of an electric fuse 52 and thereby 
hold the axis of that fuse parallel to the axis of the body 
its of the fuse-gripping device. Specifically, when the 
clamp 38 is adjacent the center of the body portion 0, 
the nibs 28 can have the outer ends of the semi-cylindrical 
receSSes 32 telescoped over the end of a ferrule-like ter 
minal of the fuse 52. Thereafter, the top 40 and bottom 
42 of the clamp 38 can be moved into engagement with 
the minute corrugations 36 to apply bending forces to the 
arms at the right-hand end of the body 10. Those bend 
ing forces will enable the semi-cylindrical recesses 32 in 
the nibs 28 to apply intimate and strong forces to the 
ferrule-like terminal at the left-hand end of the fuse 50. 
Those forces will be sufficiently intimate to enable the 
fuse-gripping device to remove the fuse 52 from the fuse 
holder which normally holds that fuse or to insert that 
fuse into that fuse holder. Once the fuse 52 has been 
removed from, or inserted into, the fuse holder which 
normally accommodates it, the clamp 38 can be returned 
to its normal position; and thereupon the nibs 28 can 
readily be separated from the ferrule-like terminal of the 
fuse 52. 
The inclined portions, adjacent the openings 16 and 18, 

act as inclined planes. Also, those portions act as stops, 
in preventing separation of the clamp 38 from the body 10. 
The inner ends of the nibs 24 and 28 are closer to 

gether than are the outer ends of those nibs. This is 
desirable because it keeps the casings of fuses from paSS 
ing inwardly beyond those nibs. 
The minute corrugations 34 and 36 on the body 10 and 

the minute corrugations on the top 40 and bottom 42 of 
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6 
the clamp 38 are very useful in preventing accidental 
shifting of that clamp relative to that body. However, 
those minute corrugations could be supplanted by other 
surfaces which would provide a high coefficient of friction. 
One preferred embodiment of fuse-gripping device that 

has been made in accordance with the principles and 
teachings of the present invention has effectively gripped 
fuses which had fuse casings with diameters of less than 
one quarter of an inch. The nibs 24 on that embodi 
ment Were only one-eighth of an inch wide and thus 
enabled that embodiment to grip fuses which had overall 
lengths as small as five-eights of an inch. 
Whereas the drawing and accompanying description 

have shown and described a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention, it should be apparent to those skilled 
in the art that various changes may be made in the form 
of the invention without affecting the scope thereof. 
What I claim is: 
. A fuse-gripping device which comprises: 
(a) a body which has openings disposed outwardly 
from the center thereof, 

(b) the inner ends of said openings being closed and 
the outer ends of said openings being defined by 
abutments that are normally spaced apart, 

(c) Said abutments being in register with each other, 
(d) further openings in said body disposed outwardly 

of the first said openings and having the inner ends 
thereof defined by said abutments, 

(e) the first said openings and said further openings 
coacting to define elongated bendable arms at the 
opposite ends of said body, 

(f) nibs at the outer ends of said body that confront 
and extend toward each other and that define the 
free ends of said elongated bendable arms, 

(g) Said nibs normally being spaced apart but being 
movable toward each other, 

(h) said nibs having the outer ends thereof spaced fur 
ther apart than the inner ends thereof, 

(i) said inner ends of said nibs defining the outer ends 
of Said further openings, 

(j) Semi-cylindrical recesses in said nibs that are in 
register with each other to define generally cylindrical 
receSSes, 

(k) further semi-cylindrical recesses in the nibs at the 
end of said body that are in register with each other 
to define a further generally cylindrical recess, 

(1) said further generally cylindrical recess having the 
axis thereof parallel to the long axes of said elongated 
bendable arms, 

(m) the first said generally cylindrical recesses having 
the axes thereof at right angles to the long axes of 
Said elongated bendable arms, 

(n) said body having those portions thereof which are 
in register with said further openings inclined so they 
diverge from each other, 

(o) minute corrugations on said inclined portions, 
(p) a clamp with a top and a bottom which can engage 

said inclined portions and thereby urge said nibs to 
Ward each other, 

(q) said top and said bottom of said clamp having 
minute corrugations thereon which can engage said 
minute corrugations on said inclined portions to 
prevent accidental shifting of said clamp relative to 
said inclined portions, 

(r) said top and said bottom of said clamp coacting 
with said inclined portions to cause said elongated 
FE to force said nibs into intimate engagement with 
uses, 

(s) said inclined portions serving as stops to prevent 
Separation of said clamp from said body, 

(t) said body and said nibs being formed of insulating 
material, 

(u) said inner ends of said nibs serving as stops for 
fuses and thereby helping position said fuses in said 
generally cylindrical recesses, 
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(v) the nibs at one end of said body being narrower 
than the nibs at the other end of said body to accom" 
modate short fuses, 

(w) said abutments being engageable with each other to 
keep excessive forces on said clamp from bending 
said elongated arms far enough towards each other to 
crush a fuse or to bow the outer ends of Said nibs 
away from each other and thereby reduce the forces 
which said nibs apply to fuses held thereby 

(x) said clamp being slidable along said elongated 
arms away from said nibs to permit said nibs to 
move away from each other and being slidable along 
said elongated arms toward said nibs to force said 
nibs to move toward each other. 

2. A fuse-gripping device which comprises: 
(a) a body that has an opening therein, 
(b) the inner end of said opening being closed and 

the outer end of said opening being defined by abut 
ments that are normally spaced apart, 

(c) said abutments being in register with each other, 
(d) a further opening in said body disposed outwardly 
of the first said opening and having the inner end 
thereof defined by said abutments, 

(e) the first said opening and said further opening co 
acting to define elongated bendable arms at one end 
of said body, 

(f) nibs at said one end of said body that confront 
and extend toward each other and that define the 
free ends of said elongated bendable arms, 

(g) said nibs normally being spaced apart but being 
movable toward each other, 

(h) said nibs having the outer ends thereof spaced 
further apart than the inner ends thereof, 

(i) said inner ends of said nibs defining the outer end 
of said further opening, 

(j) semi-cylindrical recesses in said nibs that are in 
register with each other to define a generally cylin 
drical recess, 

(k) further semi-cylindrical recesses in said nibs that 
are in register with each other to define a further 
generally cylindrical recess, 

(1) said further generally cylindrical recess having the 
axis thereof parallel to the long axes of Said elon 
gated bendable arms, 

(m) the first said generally cylindrical recess having 
the axis thereof at right angles to the long axes of 
said elongated bendable arms, 

(n) said body having those portions thereof which are 
in register with said further opening inclined so they 
diverge from each other, m 

(o) minute corrugations on said inclined portions, and 
(p) a clamp with a top and a bottom which can engage 

said inclined portions and thereby urge said nibs 
toward each other, 

(q) said top and said bottom of said clamp having 
minute corrugations thereon which can engage said 
minute corrugations on said inclined portions to 
prevent accidental shifting of said clamp relative to 
said inclined portions, 

(r) said top and said bottom of said clamp coacting 
with said inclined portions to cause said elongated 
arms to force said nibs into intimate engagement 
with fuses, 

(s) said inclined portions serving as stops to prevent 
separation of said clamp from said body, 

(t) said body and said nibs being formed of insulating 
material, 

(u) said inner ends of said nibs serving as stops for 
fuses and thereby helping position said fuses in said 
generally cylindrical recesses, 

(v) said abutments being engageable with each other 
to keep excessive forces on said clamp from bending 
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8 
said elongated arms far enough towards each other 
to crush a fuse or to bow the outer ends of said nibs 
away from each other and thereby reduce the forces 
which said nibs apply to fuses held thereby 

(w) said clamp being slidable along said elongated 
arms away from said nibs to permit said nibs to move 
away from each other and being slidable along said 
elongated arms toward said nibs to force said nibs 
to move toward each other. 

3. A fuse-gripping device which comprises: 
(a) a body that has an opening therein, 
(b) one end of said opening being closed and the other 
end of said opening being defined by abutments, 

(c) said abutments being in register with each other, 
(d) a further opening in said body having one end 
thereof defined by said abutments, 

(e) the first said opening and said further opening co 
acting to define elongated bendable arms for said 
body, 

(f) said elongated bendable arms being stiff and being 
resistant to bowing intermediate the ends thereof, 

(g) nibs on the free ends of said elongated bendable 
arms, 

(h) said nibs being movable relative to each other, 
(i) said nibs having the outer ends thereof spaced 

apart, 
(j) the inner ends of said nibs defining the outer end 
of said further opening, 

(k) partial recesses in said nibs that are in register with 
each other to define a substantially complete recess, 

(1) said body having those portions thereof which are 
in register with said further opening inclined so 
they diverge from each other, and 

(m) a clamp with a top and a bottom which can en 
gage said inclined portions and thereby urge said 
nibs toward each other, 

(n) said top and said bottom of said clamp coacting 
with said inclined portions to cause said elongated 
arms to force said nibs into intimate engagement with 
fuses, 

(o) said inclined portions serving as stops to prevent 
seperation of said clamp from said body, 

(p) said body and said nibs being formed of insulating 
material, 

(q) said inner ends of said nibs serving as stops for 
fuses and thereby helping position said fuses in said 
Substantially complete recess, 

(r) said abutments being engageable with each other 
to keep excessive forces on said clamp from bending 
said elongated arms far enough towards each other 
to crush a fuse or to bow the outer ends of said nibs 
away from each other and thereby reduce the forces 
which said nibs apply to fuses held thereby, 

(s) said inclined portions being disposed, at least in 
part, outwardly beyond said abutments and inwardly 
of said nibs, whereby said clamp can coact with said 
inclined portions to apply clamping forces to said 
elongated bendable arms intermediate said abutments 
and said nibs. 
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