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(57) Abstract: This invention reduces the load on a con-
trol device for a centrally controlled network. Each com-
munication node is provided with the following: a packet
processing unit that processes received packets on the
basis of control information set by the aforementioned
control device; and a terminal-information storage unit
that extracts terminal information from packets received
from terminals connected to that communication node,
said terminal information including the locations ot and
address information for said terminals, and stores said ter -
minal information. The control device is provided with
the following: a terminal-information management unit
that receives the aforementioned terminal information
from communication nodes under the control of said con-
trol device and manages said terminal information; and a
control unit that, on the basis of the configuration of a
network comprising said communication nodes and the
terminal information being managed by the aforemen-
tioned terminal-information management unit, generates
control information that implements communication with
the terminals connected to said communication nodes and
applies said control information to the corresponding
communication nodes.
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