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(57) Abstract: A method and device for deriving motion information of an image portion of an image predicted by motion predic-
tion with respect to at least one reference image, the method comprising for said image portion: obtaining a number 7 of motion in-
formation predictors 808 of a second set of motion information predictors 814 taken from a first set of motion information predictors
for decoding the image portion; generating said second set of motion information predictors 814 consisting of said number 7 of mo-
tion information predictors, wherein there are no duplicates among the 7 motion information predictors of said second set. A method
and device for of decoding a bitstream, and a method and device for encoding a sequence of image including a method for deriving
motion information of an image portion of an image predicted by motion prediction with respect to at least one reference image as
described above.
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Reducing the computational complexity without losing coding
efficiency when performing motion vector competition between
a set of candidate motion information predictors
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Optimizing the trade-off between the coding efficiency and
the computational complexity when performing motion vector

competition between a set of candidate motion information
predictors
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Claims Nos.: 29, 30

Claim 29 as well as claim 30 rely, in respect of the definition of their
subject-matter, solely on references to the description and drawings.
According to Rule 6.2(a) PCT, claims should not contain such references
except where absolutely necessary, which is not the case here. Also,
neither of the methods claimed by independent claims 29 and 30 specify
method steps. For these reasons, it is neither possible to give a
definite construction to claims 29 and 30 (cf. PCT Guidelines 5.10,
16.27) nor is it possible to ascertain the scope of protection sought by
said claims, which is not in compliance with the clarity requirements of
Article 6 PCT. The non-compliance with the substantive provisions is to
such an extent that a meaningful search of the whole claimed
subject-matter of independent claims 29 and 30 could not be carried out
(Article 17(2) PCT).

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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