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To all achom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PAUL HuETHER, a citi 

Zen of the United States, and resident of Pittsburgh, in the county of Allegheny and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Fountain 
Brushes; and I do hereby declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion thereof. 
My invention relates to fountain-brushes, 

and more particularly to a brush for apply 
ing blacking to shoes. . 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a compact, durable form of brush in which 
the receptacle containing the blacking ma 
terial is located within the handle in such 
a Way as to be securely held therein, and 
yet freely removable when desired, provi 
sion being made for discharging the liquid 
from the receptacle when desired. 
A further object of my invention is to 

provide a device in which the valve control 
ing the discharge of the liquid will not or 

dinarily become clogged up to prevent the 
discharge of liquid and in event of so doing 
can be readily removed and cleaned. 
To these ends my invention comprises the 

novel features hereinafter set forth and 
claimed. 

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a longitudinal 
section of my improved brush: Fig. 2 is an 
end view; and Fig. 3 is a cross section on 
the line 3-3, Fig. 1. 
The numeral 2 designates the handle of 

my improved brush which is preferably 
made in two parts 3 and 4 connected by the 
bolts 5 whose heads fit in countersunk open 
ings 6 and 7. In order to provide for cer 
tain expansion of the parts of handle in 
inserting the can containing the liquid, one 
end of the bolt is surrounded by the spring 
8 inclosed between the head of said bolt and 
the shoulder 9 of the countersunk opening. 
The brush handle is provided with the or dinary bristles 10. 
The parts 3 and 4 composing the handle 

have the concave faces 11 which together 
form a circular seat or housing for the can 
or receptacle 12 containing the liquid. This 
can is held securely in position due to the 
action of the springs 8 and fits snugly with 
in the parts of the handle. The parts of the 
handle are slightly expanded in order to 
force the can into its seat. 
The can is provided with the plug 13 at 

one end which may be formed of cork, 

Wood, or any other suitable material. This 
plug is formed with the passage 15 extend 
ing through it, said passage registering with 
the openings 16 and 17 in the can. 
A valve casing 18 extends through the 

openings 16 and 17 and through the passage 
15 in the plug, the inner end 19 of said valve 
casing extending beyond the opening 30 in 
the inner face of the handle into position to 
discharge the liquid onto the bristles at that 
end of the brush. The valve casing has the 
valve seat 20 for the valve 21 carried by the 
stem 22. A spring 23 surrounds the stem 
22, said spring being interposed between the 
shoulder 24 in the valve casing and the head 
25. This spring normally holds the valve 
in closed position. By pressing down on 
the head 25, the valve 21 is unseated. The 
valve-casing 18 extending as it does through 
the openings in the can, the passage in the 
plug, and through the handle acts to hold 
the can Securely in place against longitudi 
nal movement in the handle, while at the 
same time the plug is locked in position. 
The valve-casing has the head 26, said 

head having the notch 27 which indicates 
when the opening 28 in the valve-casing is in 
register with the opening 29 in the plug 13. 
In Fig. 1 the said openings are in register 
and it is apparent that by turning the head 
26 the valve casing will be moved and the 
solid portion moved around to close the 
opening 29 when it is desired to cut off all 
communication from the can and prevent 
the accidental discharge of the liquid there 
from. 
When it is desired to discharge liquid 

from the can, the valve-casing is first turned 
by turning the head 26 until the opening 28 
is brought into register with the opening 29. 
whereupon, by pressing the finger on the 
head 25 the valve 21 is unseated and the op 
erator then by slightly shaking the can will 
cause the liquid in the can to pass down 
through the valve casing to be discharged 
from the extension 19 onto the bristles. In 
this way the brush not only acts as a dauber, 
but also as a brush for polishing. If at 
any time the bristles at the one end become 
worn, the can may be reversed as I have pro 
vided openings 30 at each end of the brush 
for the passage of the valve casing, and the 
valve may be used at either end with equal facility. 
The location of the valve enables the op 

erator to grasp the brush firmly and at the 
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same time permits him to place one finger 
upon the valve head to operate the valve, 
and the Supply of liquid is shut off automati 

O 
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cally just as soon as the finger is released 
from the valve-head, so that there is no 
chance for the wasting of the liquid as it is 
only supplied in the quantities desired. 

Furthermore, by having the valve-casing 
capable of turning in the way illustrated 
and described, a double check is had on the 
discharge of the fluid. 

It is apparent that when the liquid has 
been exhausted, the can may be removed 
and a new one readily inserted, the cans be 

5 ing Supplied with the plugs 4, and the open 
ings 16 and 17 can be plugged up, said plugs 
to be removed when the valve-casing is in 
selted. 
In case the valve should in time become 

clogged up, the Valve casing may be removed 
and by inserting the same in some cleans 
ing fluid, the parts are cleaned and restored 
to their original condition. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a fountain brush, the combination 

of a two-part expansible handle having 
bristles, a liquid-container held between 
said parts, said container having a valve 
controlled opening whereby liquid may be 
discharged therefrom. 

2. In a fountain brush, the combination 
of a handle having bristles formed of two 
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parts forming a seat between the same, 
yielding connections between said parts, a 
liquid-container held between said parts, 
said container having a valve-controlled opening whereby liquid may be discharged 
therefrom. . 

3. In a fountain brush, the combination of 
a handle having bristles formed of two 
parts, bolts connecting said parts, and 
springs surrounding said bolts interposed 
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between heads on said bolts, and shoulders 
formed in said handle, a liquid-container 
held between said parts, said container hav 
ing valve-controlled openings whereby said 
liquid may be discharged therefrom. 

4. In a fountain brush, the combination of 
a handle having bristles and having a cav 
ity extending longitudinally thereof, a liq 
luid container fitting within said cavity, a 
plug in said container having a passage ex 
tending through it, a rotary valve casing ex 
tending through. Said passage and through 
an opening formed for it in said handle, 
and a spring-controlled valve in said cas 
ling. 
In testimony whereof, I the said PAUL 

Hu FTHER, have hereunto set my hand. 
PAUL HUETHER. 

Witnesses: 
RoBT. D. ToTTEN, 
JoHN F. WILL. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by, addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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