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To ol whom ¢t may concern:

Be it known that I, WitLiam P. Sar-
geNT, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Philadelphia, in the county of
Philadelphia and State of Pennsylvania,
have invented a certain new and useful
Mail-Bag Holder, of which the following
is a specification.

The principal object of the present inven-
tion is to provide a bag holder to which
empty bags can be readily attached in such
position that their mouths are fully dis-
tended and from which the bags can.be
readily detached by a slight effort on the
part of the operator and without the exer-
cise of strength even though the bags are
filled with heavy material.

Other objects of the invention will ap-
pear from the following description which
will be made in connection with the pre-
ferred embodiments chosen from other pos-
sible embodiments for the purpose of illus-
tration in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1, is a top or plan view of a bag
holder embodying features of the inven-
tion. Fig. 2, is a side view of the same.
Fig. 8, is a cross-section taken on the line
3—38 of Fig. 1, showing a bag secured to
the holder. Fig. 4, is a cross-sectional view
drawn to an enlarged scale and illustrating

“details of construction. Fig. 5, is a top or

plan view of a part of a bag holder rack
embodying features of the invention. Tig.
6, is a side view of the same, partly in sec-
tion, and Fig. 7, is a transverse sectional
view, drawn to an enlarged scale, and illus-
trating: a bag holder embodying a modifi-
cation of the invention. ,

Referring more particularly to Figs. 1
to 4, inclusive, there is a group of self-
binding clamps, each comprising ‘a fixed
jaw or member 1 and a movable jaw or
member 2 having thereon a wedge-like face
3, which may or may not be roughened s
desired. The self-binding clamps of the
group are arranged at the corners of an
imaginary rectangle and if this rectangle
be made of a size corresponding to the open-
ing of the smallest bag that is to be used,
it will be found that bags of larger and
varying size can be satisfactorily held with

their mouths in open position for the recep-
tion of whatever mail matter is to be put in
them. The supports for the fixed jaws may
be variously arranged, but as shown in said
figures, they consist of parallel pieces or
angle-irons 4 and 5. The shanks 6 of these
angle-irons are connected by the member 8,
and may be inserted in sockets 7 forming,
if desired, part of a table, not shown. Each
angle-iron or piece 4 and 5 is provided with
two self-binding clamps, one near its outer
and one near its inner end. ‘

The fixed jaws 1, ave all alike, as are the
other parts of the clamps so that a descrip-
tion will be given of one clamp, for example
the one shown in Fig. 4.

The fixed jaw 1 is bolted or otherwise se-
cured to the piece or angle-iron 5 and de-
pends therefrom. This jaw is provided
with a generally . vertical working face 9
and with a rounded end 10, for purposes
to be presently. described.

11, is a bearing piece or journal bracket
screwed or otherwise attached to the piece
or angle-iron 5 and arranged to depend into
juxtaposition with the working face 9. As
has been said, there are two such parts 11
on each of the pieces or angle-irons, 5, and
extending between them there is a rod or
shaft 12. Mounted upon the shaft 12 so
as to be capable of turning movement, is the

movable jaw 2 and this jaw 2 is arranged.

between the part 11 and a collar 18 on the
rod, or shaft 12. The wedge-like face 8 is
formed by a cam or eccentric portion of the
jaw 2.

14, is a spring that controls the position
of the jaw 2'but is not relied upon for the
binding action. One end of the spring 14,
is secured to a fixed part of the device, as
shown ‘to the angle-iron 5, Fig. 4, and the
cther end bears down upon the top face of
the jaw 2. However, the presence of this
spring is not necessary and it may there-
fore be omitted. ‘

15, is a handle by means of which the rod
12 can be turned and which by reason of its
weight insures the return of the rod 12 to
a glven position when the handle is re-
leased. The rod 12 is provided with a ra-
dially ‘projecting pin or projection 16 in
the path of which lies a pin or projection
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17 extending laterally from the face of the
movable jaw 2 and therefore axially of the
rod 12.

Under ordinary conditions 7. e. when no
bag is present, the spring 14 turns the jaw
2 into contact with the jaw 1 and the handle
15 brings the pin or projection 16 into the
position shown in Fig. 4. When the mate-
rial of which the bag is made is applied to
the holder it is inserted by pulling it up be-
tween the wedge-like face 3 of the jaw 2
and the face 9 of the jaw 1. The curved
portion of the latter, 10, as well as the curved
shape of the jaw 2, facilitates the introduc-
tion of the bag material. The weight of
the bag assisted by the action of the spring
14, when present, causes the jaw 2 to turn
downward and thus bind the bag material
between the jaws and as the weight of the
bag increases, by addition to its contents, the
clamp is self-binding in the sense that it
binds the material between the jaws tighter
and tighter. It will of course be under-
stood that a part of the bag is applied to
each of the self-binding clamps in the man-
ner described, which is that the material of
the bag is simply pulled up between the two
jaws and is immediately gripped thereby so
that the bag may be very rapidly applied to
the holder and this even though the bags
vary in size, as is the case with mail bags.
Each movable jaw is free to operate inde-
pendently of all the others when the bag is
being applied to the holder. To remove the
bag the handle 15 is turned inwardly so that
the pin 16 contacts with the pin 17 turns
the Jaw 2 upwardly, thus releasing the bag,
and since each rod 12 operates upon two
movable jaws, it is evident that by turning
the handle 15, one side of the bag is released
and by turning the corresponding handle
the other side of the bag is released, or the
operator may turn both handles at once and
in that way immediately release the bags
and this without having to lift the bags or
to exert any considerable force or effort.

The construction and arrangement shown
in Figs. 5 and 6, is the same as has been de-
scribed with reference to Figs. 1 to 4, except
that the pieces or angle-irons 42 and 5* are
carried at their ends by rails or angle-irons
18, which are mounted upon legs or stand-
ards 19, thus forming a rack fitted with the
described bag holders. Furthermore there
is a handle 15* and 15° near each of the rails
18, so that the bags can be released from
either side of the rack.

The construction and arrangement shown
in Fig. 7, is substantially the same as has
been described in connection with Figs. 1 to
4, except that the bracket or hanger 112 is
provided with a hook 20 which encircles and
is bolted or otherwise secured to a rod or
pipe 21 that may project from a support or
table, and except that the rod 12# is provided

1,019,366

with a projecting feather or key 162, which
is afforded a range of movement in the seg-
mental notch 17# formed in the jaw 2% so that
the jaw 2* is afforded a certain range of
movement during which the feather 162 does
not contact with either end wall of the notch
or slot 172, The jaw 22 is also moved when
the shaft 12* is turned, because the feather
162, contacts with the lower end wall of the

| slot 172,

What T claim is:
1. A bag holder comprising the combina-

tion of a group of self-binding clamps each

adapted for independent receiving opera-
tion, and means for simultaneously releas-
ing several of these clamps,

2. A bag holder comprising the combina-
tion of a group of self-binding clamps each
comprising a fixed jaw and a movable jaw
having between them a wedge-like face, and
means for permitting independent move-
ment of the movable jaw of each clamp for
the receiving operation and for simultane-
ously moving the movable jaws of several
clamps for the releasing operation.

3. In a bag holder the combination of fixed
jaws, a rod turnable on its axis and in juxta-
position with the fixed jaws, movable jaws
turnably mounted on said rod and adapted
to codperate with the fixed jaws, and con-
nections between said rod and movable jaws
whereby the latter are afforded a range of
motion independent of the rod and are
turned by the turning of the rod, substan-
tially as described.

4. In a bag holder the combination of
fixed jaws, a turnable rod, jaws independ-
ently pivoted on the rod, and constituting
with the fixed jaws self binding clamps and
cobperating projections on the rod and mov-
able jaws, substantially as described.

5. In a bag holder the combination of a
fixed jaw, a turnable rod provided with a
handle by the weight of which it is posi-
tioned, a movable jaw turnably mounted on
the rod, and means interposed between the
movable jaw and rod, whereby the former
may- be independent of the rod when the lat-
ter is in one position and whereby the mov-
able jaw is turned when the rod is turned
out of such position.

6. In a bag holder the combination of
fixed jaws, a turnable rod provided with a
handle, movable jaws, and means interposed
between the movable jaws and rod and
adapted to release a group of jaws and to
afford them individual freedom of engag-
ing motion, substantially as described.

7. A bag holder comprising the combi-
nation of parallel supports, an axially turn-
able rod in juxtaposition to each of said sup-
ports, fixed jaws depending from the sup-
ports and spaced one near the end of each
support, movable jaws codperating with the
fixed jaws to constitute self-binding clamps,
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and means interposed between the rods and
movable jaws whereby the latter are nor-
mally individually free for operation and
are released in" groups when the rods are
turned, substantially as described.

8. A bag holder comprising the combina-
tion of supports, cobperating fixed and mov-
able jaws depending from the supports and
constituting self-binding clamps arranged
at the corners of an imaginary rectangle,

8

and free for individual action, and manu-
ally operating means whereby several of said
clamps may be simultaneously released, sub-
stantially as described. :
In testimony whereof I have hereunto

‘signed my name.

WM. P. SARGENT.
‘Witnesses:
S. E. Parrerson,
Franxk E. Frexco.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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