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4 Claims. (C. 248-37) 
This invention relates generally to picture 

frames and Supports therefor, and preferably to 
Such frames and supports constructed from 
plastic or like moldable material. 
An object of this invention is to provide a pie 

ture frare and a rigid support for holding the 
frame in a Substantially vertical position when 
resting on a horizontal Surface. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

a picture frane and Support, therefor in which 
the latternay be detached fron the fragile, posi 
tioned flush. With the back Surface of the frame, 
Of SWung rearwardly into fraine Supporting posi 
tion. 
An additional feature of this invention is the 

provision of a picture frame Sugport which may 
be locked securely in fraise Supporting position 
and which is constructed So as to be readily 
fashioned out of plastic lateria. 
A still further object of this invention is to 

provide a picture fraine and Support therefor, 
embodying all of the abOWe Stated advantages and 
features and which may be inexpensively Eanu 
factured and Sold. 
To the end of obtaining a picture fragile and 

support therefor fulfilling the foregoing objects 
and others which Ylay hereinafter II.Orefully ap 
pear, the invention consists of the novel con 
struction, combination and arrangenient of pariS, 
as Will be more specifically referred to... and illus 
trated in the accompanying diaWings, but it is 
understood that changes, variations, and rhodifi 
cations may be resorted to which fall. Within the 
scope of the invention as claimed. 

In the dra WingS, 
Figure is a perspective. View of a picture 

frame and support therefor constructed accord 
ing to an embodiment of Tyinvention, 

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view of the pig 
ture frame and support taken on the line. 2-2 
of Figure, 

Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view similar to 
that in Figure 2 but showing the Support folded 
or collapsed against the rear Surface of the pic 
trefraille, 

Figure 4 is a bottom plan view of the Support 
for the picture frane, 

Figure 5 is a detail sectional view taken. On 
the line 5-5 of Figure 2, and showing the details 
of the supporthinge, 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
on the line 6-6 of Figure 1, 

Figure 7 is a fragmentary side elevation of the 
picture frame and support illustrating the rela." 
tionship therebetween hereinafter Incre fully de 
Scribed, 

3.) 

40 

2 
Figure 8 is a fragmentary rear elevation view 

of a part of the lower portion of the picture 
fraine showing details of construction more fully 
described in the following, 

Figure 9 is a front elevation of a rhodification 
of the picture frame and support, therefor illus 
trated in Figure 1, 

Figure 10 is an end view insection of the pic 
tuite fraine and Support therefor shown in Fig 
ure 9 and taken on the line 0-0 of Figure, 9, 
and 

Figure 1 is a transverse Section taken on the 
line - of Figure.1.0. 
iReferring to. Figure 1 of the drawings, the pic 

ture frazine, and Support therefor constructed a,c- 
cording to an embodiment of this invention is 
illustrated. The picture frame itself consists of 
a plate or sheet . The plate or sheet () is 
shown to have a rectangular shape, however, it 
Gay be for 2ned in any particular shape desired. 
such as oval or circular or the like. The central 
portion of the plate it is transparent. So that an 
illustratien" or pictise mounted therebehind. 
inay be. viewed through the plate, and may be 
tinted or colored as desired to impart color to 
the illustration, or it finay be cut-out as in the 
embodiment of Figure. 9, hereinafter described. 
The outer portions of the plate may be opaque, 
colored, or contain a fanciful design etched 
therein. A material Slein as 'Flexiglas’ Of the 
like has been found to be ideally suited for the: 
construction of the plate 9 since in its polished 
condition it is transparent but may be easily 
colored or etched aid Withstands shockS. or blow.S. 
Withoutbreaking. Sectiled to the rear Surface of 
face of the frame are a pair of Vertically 
extending angle members . The angle men 
bers; if aire secured to the reariace. Of the frame 
0 with one leg 2 thereof either integral With or 

fixedly Secured to, the fraine. f. iihe other leg 
3 of the angle i? is directed inwardly towards: 

: the center line of the frame C. 

45 

50 

55 

Adjacent, to the bottom ends of the vertically, 
extending angles, a horizontally extending an 
gle is similarly Secured to the rear face of the 
farine 8. The angle 4 extends between the 
in Wardly directed legs 3 of the angles, and 
has one leg 5 secured to the france and the 
other leg 5 extending tupwardly. 
A picture backing plate T is slid into the re 

ceSS formed by the legs 3 and 6 of the aingles 
i and it, with the picture or other material to 

be displayed i8, disposed on the forward face 
thereof facing forwardly. Approximately mid 
Way along the length of the legs 2 of the angles 
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a pin 8 extending OutWardly from the legs 
l, is embedded in the angle. The pin 9 is 
spaced rearwardly from the rear face of the 
rectangular frame member 3 as best Seen in 
Figure 5. 
A U-shaped Supporting member 2 having Wer 

tically extending legs 2 and 22, and a horizon 
tally extending CrOSS member 23 is pivotally and 
removably carried by the embedded pins 9. The 
Supporting member 29, as are all of the other 
structural members of the picture frame and 
Support may be formed of a plastic material or 
any other material having an inherent resiliency, 
and therefore the legs 2 and 22 may be sprung 
apart for the purpose of engaging and disengag 
ing the pivot pins 9. 
The Construction of the uppermost ends of the 

vertically extending legs 2 and 22 is best Seen 
in Figure 7. It will be noted there that the top 
end is cut on a doWinWardly and for Wardly ex 
tending angle. The hole 24 adjacent the upper 
most end of the legs 2 and 22 is spaced down 
Wardly therefrom so that the angled upper end 
of the leg will serve as a limit stop when the 
support 23 is swung rearwardly to its Supporting 
position. The bottom or croSS member 23 of the 
Support is formed With a longitudinally extend 
ing cut-out 25, along the lower botton edge 
thereof. The cut-out 25, extends from substan 
tially the center line of the croSS member 23 to 
a point close to One of the legs 2 or 22. 
As seen in Figure 4, the outer edge 26 of the 

cut-out 25 is cut on a forwardly and outwardly 
disposed angle. Sinihilarly the roof of the cut 
out 25 indicated by the reference numeral 2 in 
Figure 3, is disposed on a for Wardly and upWardly 
plane. 
A locking bar 28 is pivotally carried by the pin 

29 Which is embedded in the CrOSS member 23 
at right angles to the roof 27 of the cut-out 25. 
As will be seen in Figure 2, because of this angle 
between the pivot pin and the croSS beam 23, the 
locking rod 28 When pivoted forwardly Will be 
disposed substantially at right angles to the frame 

. 
: A U-shaped latching neinber 30 is Secured ad 
jacent the botton edge of the frame on the 
rear surface thereof. The latching member 30 is 
disposed with the bight portion 3 facing in the 
direction opposite to the cut-out 25, that is, the 
open end 32 of the U-shaped member is disposed. 
towards the same end of the cross ineinber 23 
as contains the cut-out 25 and can receive the 
locking bar 28. When it is pivoted forwardly for 
the purpose of positioning the Support mem 
ber 20. 
AS can be seen fron Figure 4, the free end 33 

of the locking bar 28 is also formed With a for 
Wardly and OutWardly inclined Outer edge. How 
ever, this inclination is not as great as that of 
the outer edge 28 of the cut-out 25. Therefore, 
when the locking bar 28 is pivoted to a position 
Substantially flush With the CrOSS member 23, a 
Wedging action will be obtained between the lock 
ing bar 3 and the Outer edge 26 of the cut-out 
25 for the purpose of frictionally maintaining 
the locking bar in that position. 

Referring to Figure 2 once more, it will be 
noted that the length of the locking bar 23 is 
Such that when it is SWung forwardly to be re 
ceived by the member 36 there will be simulta 
neous bearing between the end 33 of the locking 
bar and the back Surface of the frame f and 
between the inclined uppermost end of the legs 
2 and 22 and the back Surface of the frame 0, 
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4. 
This Will have the effect of frictionally main 
taining the locking bar 28 in position within the 
U-shaped member 30, thereby providing a rigid 
and sturdy Support for the picture frame. 
When it is desired to support the picture frame 

On a Wall bracket in a conventional manner, the 
Supporting member 2 can be folded flush with 
the rear Surface of the frame by Swinging the 
locking bar 28 into the recess 25, as Seen in Fig 

C. ure 4, and by folding the supporting member 20 
flush. With the rear Surface of the frame as 
Seen in Figure 3, or if desired the entire Sup 
porting member 20 can be removed from the 
frame simply by Springing the legs 2 and 22 out. 
Wardly So as to disengage the upper ends of the 
legs 2 and 22 from the pivot pins 9. In Fig 
ures 9, 10 and ill of the drawings I have illus 
trated a modification of my invention which in 
cludes a changed construction for the frame. 
Referring to Figure 9, have shown a picture 
frane, O' the like, indicated by the reference 
numeral 46, which is forrned with a central cut 
out . The frame 48 is shown as being rectan 
gular in shape, but it is to be understood that it 
may have any desired planform, such as, an oval 
or circle. The frame 40 may be formed of a 
transparent or opaque material and may be co 
ored or embellished with any design or ornamen 
tation. AS in the embodiment of my invention ill 
lustrated in Figures i through 8, a pair of ver 
tically extending angle members are secured 
to the rear Surface of the frame 4 adjacent to 
the Side edges of the opening Å, and a horizoa 
tally extending angle 4 is secured to the rear 
Surface of the frame it adjacent to the botton 
edge of the opening 4. The construction of the 
Supporting member 2 and the details of the lock 
ing bar 28 and the latching member 30 and the 
Operation thereof are identical with that de 
Scribed above in connection with the first men 
tioned embodiment of my invention. In addition 
to the picture backing plate and the picture 
or illustration 8, also mount a transparent 
COWering Or protective plate 42 in front of the 
picture or illustration 8. This protective plate 
42, the picture 8 and the backing plate 7 are 
all slidably received by the recess formed by the 
legs 3 and 6 of the angles and f is respectively, 
and the rear Surface of the frame 40, thus en 
abling the picture or illustration f3 to be viewed 
through the opening 4 and the plate 42. The 
plate 42 may be tinted or colored as desired to 
impart an attractive color to the illustration 8 
Supported therebehind. 
From the foregoing it can be seen that I have 

devised a picture frame having a sturdy sup 
port when it is desired to support the frame upon 
a horizontal Surface and also that the frame 
and Support is adaptable to hanging upon a Wall 
or the like with a minimum of effort in modify 
ing the frame for that purpose. 
What I claim is: 
1. Supporting raeans for a picture frame com 

prising a Supporting in ember pivotally carried by 
the lear of the fraine, said supporting nember 
including a pair of Spaced apart upwardly extend 
ing legs, a CrOSS inenber connecting the lower 
portions of Said legs, means on said legs for limit 
ing the outward pivoting of said supporting mem 
ber relative to the frame, a recess formed in said 
croSS Internber having a forwardly beveled outer 
end, a locking bar pivotally connected at one end 
thereof to the infiel' end of said recess, the othel 
end of Said locking bar being formed with a rear 
Ward bevel, latching means on the rear surface of 
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the frame for engaging said locking bar in the 
forwardly extending position thereof, whereby 
said locking bar in one position thereof will en 
gage said latching neans for Spacing Said Sup 
porting member from the frame and in another 
position thereof will be disposed in Said receSS, 
the forwardly beveled end of said recess clamp 
ingly engaging the rearwardly beveled Outer end 
of said bar for retaining said bar in said Secord 
position. 

2. Supporting means for a picture frame corn 
prising a pair of outwardly extending pivot pins 
fixedly carried by the frame and spaced rear 
wardly therefrom, a support member including a 
pair of spaced apart vertical legs formed with 
mounting holes spaced downwardly from the up 
per ends thereof for pivotal and releasable en 
gagement with said pivot pins, a cross member 
connecting the lower ends of Said vertical legs 
and formed With a recass in the bottom edge 
thereof extending from substantially the center 
thereof to adjacent one end, said recess having a 
forwardly and upwardly inclined top Surface and 
a forwardly and outwardly beveiled oute; end, a 
bar Substantially the length of said recess pivot 
ally carried at one end thereof by the inner end 
of Said recess for rotation in a plane parallel to 
that of said top surface of said recess and formed 
With a forwardly and outwardly bevelled free end, 
a sidewardly disposed U-shaped latching mein 
ber mounted on said frame member for releasally 
receiving said free end to inlit the rotation of 
Said bar, whereby said bar when engaging said 
latching means will dispose the bottom end of said 
Support member rearwardly in picture frame sup 
porting position. With portions of said legs extend 
ing above Said mounting holes engaging the rear 
Surface of Said frame meinber to init further 
rearward swinging of said support member; and 
Whereby said bar when rotated into alignment 
With Said cross member will be disposed within 
said recess with Said recess outer end engaging 
Said bar free end for retaining said bar in said 
eCeSS. 
3. A Support assembly for a picture frame con 

prising a pair of Spaced apart vertical members 
of angular croSS Section attached to the rear face 
of the frame, a pair of pivot pins fixed to and pro 
jecting laterally of said vertical members and 
Spaced from the rear. Surface of the frame, a 
Support member including a pair of substantially 
parallel legs rockably mounted on said pins at 
points intermediate the lengths of said legs so 
that end portions of said legs extending beyond 
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6 
said pins are engageable with the rear of the 
frame to limit the rearward Swinging of the op 
posite end portions of the legs, a cross-member 
connecting Said opposite end portions of Said legs, 
and a Swingable locking bar carried by said Cross 
member and engageable in One position. With the 
rear surface of the frame to rearwardly space said 
opposite end portions of said legs a distance from 
the rear surface of the frame as determined by 
the liniting end portions of said legs. 

4. Supporting means for a picture frame com 
prising a pair of transversely spaced vertically 
extending meinbers fixed to the rear face of the 
frame, each of said vertical members being of 
angular formation in horizontal cross section, a 
pair of coaxially disposed pivot pins attached to 
and projecting outwardly of the respective ver 
tical angle members and spaced rearwardly from 
the rear Surface of the frame, a pair of substan 
tially parallel legs formed with forwardly beveled 
upper ends, mounting holes in Said legs spaced 
from said upper ends of the latter for receiving 
said pivot, pins So that said beveled upper ends 
are eigageable against the rear Surface of the 
fraine to limit the rearward Swinging of the lower 
porticins of said legs, a cross-member connecting 
the lower portions of said legs, a Swingable lock 
ing bar pivotally carried at one end on said cross 
member and engageable in one pivoted position 
against the rear surface of the frame to Space 
said lower portions of the legs from the frame a 
distance Sufficient, to engage said beveled upper 
ends against the frane, and latch means on the 
rear Surface of the frame for preventing pivot. 
ing of said locking bar beyond said one position. 

SAMUET C. BROOY. 
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