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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatI, EDWARD E. KILBOURN,
acitizen of the United States, residingat New
Brunswieck, in the county of Middlesex and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in the Manu-
facture of Seamless Hosiery; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact deseription of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My present invention relates to the art of
hosiery,’and more particularly to the class
known as ‘“‘seamless stockings;” and it con-
sists in a stocking in which the frontand rear
parts of the foot of the stocking are composed
of independent threads which are interlooped
or interknit at the sides of the foot, each
course of stitches arouud the foot consisting
of two short threads having their ends termi-
nating on the inside of the stocking.

My said invention is illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings and is disclosed in the
following description and claims. .

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side view of
a seamless stocking embodying my said in-
vention. Fig. 2 is an enlarged view of five
courses at the point of the interlocking of the
threads at one side, and Fig. 3 is a diagram
indicating the manner in which the two
threads are laid in asingle course around the
foot.

In Fig.l, A indicates the stocking, a the
rear part of the foof, and o' the front part.
The rearis in this instance shown as com-
posed of white yarn or thread and the front
of black, though these may be of any pre-
ferred colors. Thefrontisusually of thesame
color as the leg of the stocking and the rear
the same as the heel, although this may be
changed, if it is desired, and any two colors
used for the foot.

These stockings are knit on circular ma-
chines by acontinnous rotary movement, the
threads being each introduced into the knit-
ted web asacontinuous thread after the man-
ner indicated in Fig. 3. The.thread b, which

may be assamed to be the thread forming the
rear part.of the foot, is fed to the needles in
the usual manner alittle more than half-way
around the needle-cylinder, when it is drawn
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inward and is no longer knitted into the
fabric. Ata predetermined pointinadvance
of the point at which the thread or yarn b
is withdrawn the thread ¢, which is assumed
to be the thread knitted to form the front
of the foot, is brought intc position to be
taken by the needles, and the two threads for
a short space are both engaged and knitted
into the web or stocking. At the opposite side
of the eylinder the thread ¢ is again carried
slightly more than half-way around the eylin-
der, and the thread b is brought into knitting
an eqnal number of needles in advance of
the withdrawal of the thread ¢, so that the
two threads are knitted together into the web
at that side, after which the thread ¢ is with-
drawn inward. After the foot of the stock-
ing is completed the threads will be found
floated across the interior of the foot, as in-
dicated at b’ and ¢’. These float-threads are
then severed on the dotted lines and the
stocking finished for the market in the usnal
manner. The foot will then be found to be
composed of short threads, each extending a
little more than half-wayaround the foot and
knitted together or interlocked at each side
of the stocking. This interlocking of the
threadsisfound tosecurely fasten the threads,
and the web is found to be as strong and du-
rable as when the foot is composed of two con-
tinuous threads interlooped at each side.

The two threads may be interknit or inter-
locked by one, two, three, or more needles, as
may be found most desirable. In Fig. 3 the
threads are shown as passing together and
being jointly acted upon by two needles,
while in Fig. 2 the two threads are shown as
they would appear when interknit or inter-
locked by three needles. In this figure, b
designates the thread for the rear part of the
foot, and ¢ the thread for the front of the
same, and this figure, taken -with the dia-
gram shown in Fig. 3, clearly shows the in-
terlocking of the threads and the mode by
which it is accomplished. One of the advan-
tages of this modeof making stockings is the
greater speed at which the machine can be
run while knitting the foot over the mode of
making feet of different colors by reciprocat-
ing the movable parts and interlooping the
threads.
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What I elaim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The method of making feet of two colors
which consists in supplying two continuous
threads, one for the front and one for the
rear part of the foot, interknitting them at
opposite sides of the foot and floating them
across the interior of the stocking, then re-

moving the float-threads, substantially asde- |.

scribed. .
2. The herein - described stocking, each

course of loops through a portion of which |-

is composed of two short threads of different
colors, said short threads having their ends
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interlocked with the ends of other threads at
opposite sides of the stocking.

3. The herein-described stocking having a
foot each course of lonps in the main portion
of which is composed of two short threads
having their ends interlocked with the ends
of other threadsat opposite sides of the stock-
mng.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

EDWARD E. KILBOURN.

Witnesses:

RoB. G. MILLER,
WILLIAM SILZER.
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