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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ISAAC WALKER, of 

Pembroke, Merrimack county, in the State of 
New Hampshire, have invented a new and 
useful Self-Adjusting Book-Rack; and I hereby 
declare the following to be a full and exact 
description thereof, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, forming part of 
this specification. 
The nature or essence of my invention con 

sists in a pair of ways or slotted base, pro 
vided with one or more traversing clamps or 
stands, drawn against the books or things to 
be clamped by a spring. 

Figure 1 is a plan of my improved self-ad 
justing book-rack; Fig. 2, is an elevation of 
oneside; and Fig. 3 a cross-section on the line 
2 3. # , ; 

In the above-mentioned drawings, AA aret 
two ways, connected by the ends B B, form 
ing the base to which the other parts are fast 
ened or connected. C C are movable stands, 
with bases D D fitted on andl between the 
ways AA, so as to traverse freely, and are 
held in place by the plates E, E, fastened to 
the bottoms of the stands, which plates pro 
ject into rabbets in the under sides of the 
ways AA. To draw the stands C C toward 
each other and clamp the books placed be 
tween them, Ifasten cords F to each of them 
and to the grooved pulley G, which is fast 
ened to the vertical shaft H, which turns in 
the bars or plates I I, fastened to the ways 

d 

A. A. To turn the shaft Hand pulley G, and 
wind the cords around the pulley to draw the 
stands toward each other, I fasten the inner 
end of the coiled spring J to the shaft H, and 
the outer end to the ways A. The sash-lifts 
KK are fastened to the bases D D, to which. 
the thumbs may be applied to draw the stands 
apart, and, when drawn apart, if one stand is 
held the other remains stationary, so that one 
hand can be used to place the books between 
the stands. 

If preferred, one of the stands may be fast 
ened to the end of the ways, and the shaft, 
pulley, and spring placed near the same end, 
and thus have only one stand to traverse to 
clamp the books. I contemplate my improve 
ments may be applied to book-case and library 
shelves to great advantage. 
I claim 
In combination with the ways A A and 

sliding stands or jaws C C of a book-rack, 
the spring J, whereby the jaws C C are auto 
matically drawn together when books or other 
articles are placed between them, substantially 
as set forth. 

2. The combination of the stands or jaws 
C C, cords FF, pulley G, and spring J, sub 
stantially as specified. - 

ISAAC WALKER, 
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