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To all whom it may concern: »
Be it known that I, Herperr D. Houoen,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
the city of Cranston, in the county of
6 Providence and State of Rhode Island, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Belt Buckles, of which the follow-
ing is o specification.
. This invention relatesto an improvement
10 in belt buckles, and has for its object to
provide a buckle more: particularly adapted
for use in retaining a belt in adjusted posi-
tion about the body of the wearer, the same
being provided with a tooth or spur to enter
15 any one of a number of holes in the belt
to positively prevent the belt from slipping
when in adjusted position regardless of the
strain which may be exerted upon it.
With these and other objects in view, the
20 invention consists of certain novel features
of construction, as will be more fully de-
scribed, and particularly pointed out in the
appended claims.
In the accompanying drawing:
25 Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved buckle. '
Figure 2 is a view of the under side of my
buckle, showing the spur-carrying member
as folded in between the side flanges thereof.
30 TFigure 3 ig a central sectional elevation of
my improved buckle, showing the body por-
tion as raised out of alinement with the voke
member to facilitate the positioning of the
belt therein. '
35 TFigure 4 is a sectional side elevation show-
ing the buckle in closed or operative posi-
tion, and illustrating the belt ends in dotted
lines. .
Tigure 5 is a perspective view of the voke
member showing the retaining spur as
formed thereon. :
With reference to the drawing, 10 desig-
nates the body of a buckle, which is pro-
vided with a front plate having two in-
45 turned side flanges 11." The top plate may
be formed a little shorter than the side
flanges as at 12, if desired to provide a.space
through which the free end of the belt may
ass.
50 P A cross bar 13 extends across between
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these projecting ends of the side flanges to
which the end 14 of the belt may be secured.

“Between these flanges 11 I have pivoted at

15 a strap-engaging and locking member 16.
The member 16 may be made in any desired
shape but which I preferably form in U-
shape having two side arms 17 which are
pivoted to the inner faces of the opposite
flanges 11 at a point adjacent the bar 13,
the side arms of this yoke extend along in-
side of the side flanges and are provided
with a bridge or cross bar 18 near the end
of the buckle body opposite to that of the
bar 18. This bridge portion is provided
with an_inwardly-projecting tooth or spur
19. which is adapted to enter any one of the .
series of holes 20 in the adjustable end of
the belt 21 to positively prevent the belt
from slipping.

It will be noted that this yolke member is
pivoted to the body of the buckle at a point
between the spur and the cross bar, or point
of attachment of the opposite end of the

-belt, thereby permitting the hody portion of

the buckle to be raised, as illustrated in Fig-
ure 3, to permit the ready positioning and
adjusting of the belt in the buckle. Then
as strain is applied to the belt the natural
tendency due to the arrangement of the piv-
oting yoke relative to the cross bar, is to
draw the body portion inwardly or into
alinement with the voke so that the end of
the spur 19 will engage the inner surface of
the front plate thereby preventing the belt
from being accidentally disengaged from the
spur. :
In some cases it is found desirable to pro-

-vide a detent or Iug for retaining this yoke

member in the body portion when the same
is in operative position. To accomplish this
in a simple and effective way T have pro-
vided indentations 22 in the side walls from
the outer side inwardly to engage corre-
sponding depressions 28 in the arms of the
yoke so that when the yoke is pressed into
the body portion the indentations in the side
flanges of the body will engage those of the
voke arms and releasably retain the arms in
position in the body. :

T have shown the spur-carrying member
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16 as being in the form of a yoke but the
same may be in any suitable shape to be piv-
oted within the body at one end, carrying a
belt-engaging spur at its opposite end.

The foregoing description: is - directed-

solely towards the construction illustrated,
but I desire it to be understood that I re-
serve the privilege of resorting to all the
‘mechanical changes to which the device is
susceptible, the invention being defined and
limited . only by the terms of the appended
claims. v

I claim:

1. A belt buckle comprising a plate, a
strap engaging member pivoted to the plate

- ‘between the ends of the plate, the distal end

20

of said member cooperating with one end of
said ‘plate to provide separable gripping
‘jaws to engage one end of a belt, a spur on
the distal end of said member to selectively

" engage in the openings of the belt, when the

jaws are opened, means at the other end of

- said plate to which the other end portion

"25:
“mentioned means being arranged relative

of ‘the belt may be attached, the pivot of
said: strap’ engaging member and said last

to each other to move said gripping jaws

*‘and hold them in normally closed positions
~when a strain is ‘brought upon the belt.

.30

2. A belt buckle comprising a plate, a
strap engaging member pivoted at one end

~near one end of the plate, the other ends of

the plate and member being free to separate

~ and providing cooperating gripping jass to

35

receive therebetween an end portion of a

~ belt, a-spur-on the distal end of said mem-
- ber to-selectively engage in the openings of

~the belt, when the jaws are opened, and a

belt-engaging cross-bar carried at the end

40-

of the plate contiguous to the pivoted end

~'of the strap-engaging‘member and to which

the other end portion of the belt may be at-

~-tached, said pivot and cross-bar being ar-

45
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‘ranged to provide a togele connection be-
ol fat]

tween the ends of ‘the ‘belt to move and
maintain the free ends of the plate and

“strap-engaging member in normally closed

position when a strain is brought upon the
belt.
8. A belt buckle comprising a front plate,

© a strap-engaging member pivoted to the

~plate, the distal end of said merber cooper-

-ating with one end of the plate to provide

*jaws to receive therebetween an end por-
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tion of a-belt, means on-the distal end of

-said ‘member to selectively engage in open-
-ings-in said -ends of the belt; when the jaws

- are opened and means .at the other end of
said plate and remote:from the pivoted end

80

of'said member ‘and to which the other end

- of the belt may be attached, 'said means and

the pivoted end:of said member being ar-
ranged relatively to- the other end of said

 platewhereby the  gripping jaws are moved
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and held in normally closed position when a
strain is brought upon the belt.

4. A belt buckle comprising a front plate,
a strap engaging member pivoted to the
plate, the distal end of said member cooper-
ating with one end of the plate to provide
jaws to receive therebetween an end portion
of a belt, an inwardly projecting spur on
the distal end of said member to be selec-
tively engaged in openings in said ends of
the belt when said jaws are opened, means
on the other end of said plate and remote
from ‘the -pivoted end of said member and
to which the other end portion of the belt
may be attached, said- means and said
pivoted end of the strap engaging member
being arranged relative to each other where-
by the gripping jaws are moved and held
in normally closed position with said spur
opposing ‘the rear face of said plate when

“strain is brought to bear.

5. A buckle for garment supporting belts

“comprising a front plate having inturned

side flanges, said flanges extending beyond
the end of the plate at'one end thereof; a
cross bar connecting the extremities of said
extended ends of the flanges and to which a

portion of the belt may be secured, a sub-

stantially U-shaped yoke member having
the free ends of its arms pivoted each to
opposite flanges at' a point adjacent the
extension of said flanges, said yoke being
adapted  to' normally lie  between said

“flanges, ‘the distal end of said yoke having

an inwardly extending spur thereon adapt-
ed to engage in one of a plurality of open-
ings in the belt.

6. A buckle for garment supporting belts
comprising a front plate having inturned
side flanges, said flanges extending beyond
the end of the plate at one end thereof, a
cross bar connecting the extremities of said

extended ends of the flanges and to which

a portion of the belt may be secured; a sub-
stantially U-shaped yoke member having
the free ends of its arms pivoted each to
opposite flanges at a point adjacent the ex-
tension of said flanges, said yoke being
adapted ‘to normally lie ‘between said

“flanges, the distal end of said yoke having

an inwardly extending spur thereon adapt-
ed to engage in one of a plurality of open-
ings in the belt, and a detent for releasably
maintaining said yoke between the flanges
of said plate.

7. A buckle for garment supporting belts
comprising a front plate having inturned
side flanges, said flanges extending beyond
the end of the plate at one end thereof, a
cross bar connecting the extremities of said
extended ends of the flanges and to which
a portion of the belt may be secured; a sub-
stantially U-shaped yoke member - having

~the free endsof its arms-pivoted éach ‘to

85

70

(f]

80

85

90

05

100

105

110

115

120

125



1,478,727 , o

opposite flanges at a point adjacent the ex- tegral projection on their inner faces, the
tension of said flanges, said yoke being arms of said yoke having corresponding
adapted to normally lie between said depressions therein to releasably receive 10
flanges, the distal end of said yoke having said projections, whereby the yoke is locked

5 an inwardly extending spur thereon adapt- into position between said flanges.
ed to engage in one of a plurality of open-  In testimony whereof I affix my signature.
ings in the belt, said flanges having an in- HERBERT D. HOUGH.




