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57 ABSTRACT 

A framing system for mounting art objects includes a 
shell having an outer inflatable compartment and an 
inner compartment. The inner compartment is 
adapted to receive an art object and may include a 
pocket having an elongated pouch for receiving the 
object to be mounted. Valve means may be located in 
the outer compartment for inflating the compartment. 

5 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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NFLATABLE ART FRAME 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The invention relates to an inexpensive, lightweight, 

easily assembled, protective frame for art objects, and 
particularly pictures, photographs, charts or the like. 
Framing art objects can be a difficult, time consum 

ing and expensive adventure. Previously, the layman 
has had to struggle with cumbersome and complicated 
framing systems in order to mount his objects d'art and, 
particularly, pictures, in order to avoid the delay and 
expense of a professional framer. 
Recently, amateur framers have been able to take ad 

vantage of so-called "do it yourself' lightweight metal 
and plastic framing systems. However, even these 
frames must be laboriously assembled from a package 
of individual frame segments and hardware. A layman 
must still employ hand tools, such as pliers and screw 
drivers, to assemble such do-it-yourself type frames. 
Frame members can bend or break during assembly by 
the unskilled amateur. Furthermore, the lightweight 
frames formed, for example, from aluminum or acrylic 
resin are relatively expensive and therefore, discourage 
broad use. 
Accordingly, there exists a need for an inexpensive 

lightweight, easily assembled framing system free of the 
defects and deficiencies of the prior art. The system 
should be adapted to frame paintings, pictures, photo 
graphs, charts, lightweight mirrors and the like. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The above and other objects are met in a framing sys 
tem for mounting objects including a shell having an 
outer inflatable compartment and an inner compart 
ment. The inner compartment is adapted to receive an 
object in mounting relation. 
Such framing system may include an envelope 

formed from a pair of parallel sheets sealed at their 
outer peripheries and sealed internally thereof to form 
an enclosure of a predetermined shape, whereby an 
outer inflatable compartment is formed between the 
said inner and outer seals. The outer compartment has 
a valve for inflating the compartment and the inner 
compartment has a slit passing through one of said 
sheets to form a pocket for receiving art objects and the 
like. 
The foregoing inflatable frame system provides sub 

stantial advantages. Inexpensive and lightweight mate 
rials, such as vinyl plastics can be employed in the 
framing system, thereby reducing costs and weight sub 
stantially. Further, to assemble the framing system, the 
outer compartment need only be inflated and a picture 
or object inserted into the pocket of the inner compart 
ment. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

The accompanying drawings illustrate a somewhat 
preferred embodiment of the invention in which: 
FIG. 1 is a front plan view of an inflated framing sys 

tem having a picture mounted therein; 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 2-2 

of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a front plan view of a second embodiment 

of the invention; and 
FIG. 4 is a front plan view of a third embodiment of 

the invention. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

The present invention is adapted to frame artwork 
including pictures, photographs, charts, mirrors-plain 
or decorative-as well as any other object d'art. As il 
lustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, framing system 10 has an 
outer inflatable compartment 2 and a central object 
receiving compartment 14. A valve 16 is provided in 
the outer compartment 12 to permit the compartment 
to be inflated. 
As shown in FIG. 2, framing system 10 is preferably 

formed from a pair of parallel, lightweight flexible 
sheets 18 sealed about their outer perimeter 20. Inner 
object receiving compartment 14 is formed by sealing 
an enclosed area centrally of outer compartment 12. 
The inner seal line 22 can be of any predetermined 
shape, whether regular or irregular. As illustrated in 
FIGS. 3 and 4, the inner compartment 14 can be triang 
ular 26, square 28, as well as any other planar geomet 
rical configuration. 
To facilitate mounting an object in the framing sys 

tem, an elongated slot 24 is provided across the inner 
compartment 14 as shown in FIG. 1. A picture or the 
like may be readily inserted through slot 24 into picture 
receiving compartment 14. 
The framing system is preferably formed from light 

weight, flexible material that can be sealed in an air 
tight manner. This includes flexible, inflatable plastics, 
such as vinyls, including; polyvinyl chloride, polypro 
pylene and polyethylene. Other suitable flexible mate 
rials include natural or synthetic air impervious fibers, 
such as canvas and natural elastomers, such as rubber. 

In the preferred embodiments, at least the central 
picture receiving compartment 14 is formed from a 
translucent and preferably a transparent material to 
allow for easy viewing when the picture, mirror or the 
like is inserted. For manufacturing convenience, it may 
be desirable and preferable to fabricate the entire fram 
ing system from a transparent material. 
As illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4 the framing system 

can be formed into a rectangular, circular, triangular or 
other free form shape. The inner and outer compart 
ments may be the same or different shapes. It is within 
the scope of the invention to employ an inflatable outer 
compartment formed from a pair of sealed sheets in 
combination with a single sheet forming an inner com 
partment. In such an embodiment, the frame material 
may be opaque, with the art work, picture or mirror 
mounted to the front surface of the inner compartment 
by means of adhesives or the like. 

If desired, the inflatable outer compartment can be 
painted or printed in any desired design or motif on the 
interior or exterior surfaces by conventional processes. 
A hanging system or stand can be formed as part of the 
framing system or as an independent attachment 
thereto. 
To fabricate the frame system as illustrated in FIGS. 

1 and 2, a pair of vinyl sheets are placed coextensive 
with each other (not shown). The outer edge 20 of the 
sheets is thereafter heat sealed employing conventional 
sealing mechanisms. An adhesive sealer could be em 
ployed, as well as an ultrasonic sealing unit. Next, an 
interior compartment or pocket is formed by heat seal 
ing a second enclosed strip 22. The interior compart 
ment is then slit across either its length or width to pro 
vide a pocket for receiving an art object or the like. Fi 
nally, a valve 16 is provided in the compartment 
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formed between the outer and inner seals. If desired, 
the valve could be eliminated and replaced by a suit 
able chemical composition. The composition can be 
activated when it is desired to inflate the outer com 
partment to provide a sufficient supply of a suitable 5 
nontoxic gas. Such gas producing containers, capsules 
and compositions are well known in the art. 

It is within the scope of the invention to provide an 
external compartment which is preinflated. By this ex 
pedient, one eliminates the need for a separate inflating 10 
means such as a valve or the like in the outer compart 
ment. There are certain advantages, such as the ability 
to store the uninflated frame in a reduced space which 
are waived by the elimination of the inflating means. 
However, such an inflated frame would still be reason- 15 
ably economical and highly useful. 
To use the uninflated framing system valve 16 is 

opened and outer compartment 12 is inflated by 
mouth, pump or other means. The inner compartment 
remains uninflated as a flat space or pocket in which or 20 
upon which the work to be framed and protected is in 
serted or mounted. As shown in FIG. 1, after inflation 
of the outer compartment a picture may be inserted 
through slit 24 into the inner compartment. 
The above-described framing system therefore pro- 25 

vides substantial advantages over contemporary 
frames. For example, by employing inexpensive fram 
ing materials, the framing system may be disposed of 
after one use. Such a disposable system would be highly 
practical for use in children's or infants' rooms. They 30 
would also be useful for open air art exhibits wherein 
a picture could be protected from the elements. 

it will be obvious to those skilled in the art that vari 
ous modifications of the invention can be made in 
terms of shape, size and materials and the like. The in- 35 
vention is not to be limited except as set forth in the fol 
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lowing claims. 
I claim: 
1. A framing system for artwork such as paintings, 

pictures or photographs comprising: 
a. a closed shell having an outer inflatable compart 
ment and a central artwork receiving compart 
ment, said shell formed from a lightweight, flexible 
material; 

b. valve means in said outer compartment for inflat 
ing said compartment; and 

c. an elongated entrance opening in said central com 
partment for receiving said artwork, said central 
compartment adapted to protectively pocket said 
artwork. 

2. The invention in accordance with claim 1 wherein 
said shell is formed from a lightweight, flexible trans 
parent material. 

3. The invention in accordance with claim 2 wherein 
said material is a vinyl resin. 

4. The invention in accordance with claim 1 wherein 
said shell is formed by sealing a first endless strip adja 
cent the perimeter of a pair of plastic sheets and sealing 
a second endless strip interiorly of said first strip 
wherein the area between said first and second strips is 
said outer compartment and the area interiorly of said 
second strip is said inner compartment. 

5. A framing system for mounting objects, such as art 
work, pictures, paintings, photographs, charts, mirrors 
and the like comprising: 
a shell having an outer inflatable compartment and 
an inner compartment; 

said inner compartment adapted to receive an object 
in mounting relation; and 

a slot in said inner compartment for receiving said 
objects. 
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