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1-20, 61-69, & 98-100

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D ‘The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additienal search fees.
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT Intemational application No.

PCTIUS17/14189

=***.Continued from Box Ill: Cbservations whera unity of invention is lacking-"*"-

This application containg the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single generat invantive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fee must be paid.

Group I: Claims 1-20, 61-69, & 98-100 appear to be directed towards a catch movably coupled to said female coupler.

Group |I: Claims 21-60, 70-97, 101, & 102 appear to be directed towards a first valvs biasing member.

The inventions listed as Groups | & )l do not relate to a single ganeral inventive concept undar PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the sarne or somresponding special technical features.

The special technical features of Group | are at least a catch movably coupled to said female coupler; a catch-racaiving element
coupled to sald male coupler, wherein upon releasable matable axial coupling of said femate and male couplers, said catch engages
with sald catch-recelving slemaent to fix an axial position of said fernale coupler in relation to said male coupler, , theraby achieving a
connected condition of said connector system in which said first and second passageways dispose in fluidic communication o provide
a fluid flow path, wherein travel of said release slameant aleng a famale coupler cuter surface of sald female coupler disengages said
catch from said catch-receiving element to achiove a disconnected condition of said conneclor system, which are not present in
Group Il.

Tha special tachnical features of Group Il are at least a first valve operable to interrupt fluid flow through said first passageway; and a
firgt valve-biasing member disposed outside of said first passageway, sald flrst valve-biasing member operable to bias said first valve
toward a first valve closed pesition, whemin in seid connected condition, said first valve is forcibly urged toward a first valve open
position to allow fiuid to flow throlgh sald first passageway; coupling a first tube to said female coupler; coupling & secend tube to sald
male coupler, which are not present In Greup 1.

The common technical features are at least a method of using a connector system for releasably connecting tubes, comprising:
obtaining said connector system comgprising: & female coupler comprising: a first conduit defining a first passageway, a male coupler
comprising a $econd condult defining a sacond passageway; wherein upon releasable matable axial coupling of sald female and male
couplers, a connected condltion of said connecter systam is achieved, releasably coupling said fernale and male couplers to achieve
said connected condition of said connector system, and creating a fluid flow path through the passages.

US 2011/0127767 A1 {(WICKS) discloses a method of using a connector system for releasably connecling tubes (creating a releasabla
fluid seal connection; abstract), comprising: obtalning said connecter system (two connectors are obtained to be joined; figure 1)
comprising: a female coupler comprising: e first conduit defining a first passageway (e female fitting having a tuman; claim 11, a male
coupler comprising a second conduit defining a sacond passageway {a mala fitting having a lumen; clalm 1); wherein upon releasable
matable axial coupling of said female and male couplers, a connected condition of sald connector system is achieved (pressing on 32 to
insart in & (releasable axial coupling), as sean In figura 2, enables the mala and femals fittings to become connecled; figura 2),
raleasably coupling said female and mate couplers to achieve said connected condition of said connector system (the male and female
fitting are connected upon insertion and depression of 32; figure 1), and creating a fluid flow path through the passages (illusirated figure
3).

Since WICKS disclosed the common featuras, these featuras are not speclal and Groups | & Il lack unity.
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