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To all whom it moy concern:

Be it known that I, EVARISTO ENRIQUEZ, of
San Juan Bautista, in the State of Tobasco,
Mexico, have invented a new and useful Im-
proved Musical Instrument, (which was pat-
ented in Mexico July 11, 1893, No. 463,) of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description. '

This invention relates to an improvement
in stringed musical instruments, of a class
that are played upon by picking the strings
with the fingers, and has for its object to pro-
vide an instrument of the class mentioned,
which is adapted for the execution of musie
upon it, by the joint action of the fingers,
mouth and tongue of the performer, effecting
the rendition of melody that partakes of the
nature of strains emitted from a guitar and
an =olian harp. .

Tothisend my invention consistsin the con-
struction and eombination of parts as is here-
inafter described and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 represents the device in position
for the execution of music upon it. Fig. 2 is
an enlarged top view of the improvement.
Fig. 8 is a longitudinal sectional view on the
line 3—3 in Fig. 2. Tig. 4 is a transverse sec-
tional view on the line 4—4 in Fig. 2; and
Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional view on the
line 5—5 in Fig. 2. : )

The body A of the instrument is preferably
formed from light tough wood, that is not
liable to warp or split when thoroughly dry.,

The form of the body A is that of an elon-
gated billet, which is solid and formed with
the grain of the material composing it, its
shape from the point ¢’ to the lower end ¢
being eylindrical, and flattened on the nor-
mally upper side 0, as represented in Fig. 5.
From the point ¢ to the upper end the body
a is tapered gradually, the upper side being
flattened and in effect a continuation of the
upper side of the lower portion of the body
previously mentioned.

Atc’,thereis a slight curvatuore of the body
produced on thelowerside in adirection away
from the top surface b, thus providing a head
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‘| for the device, which is rounded into oval

form on the end, as represented in Fig. 2.

At e, a piece of hard wood, is secured in a
cross channel formed on the lower side of the
head of the instrument, said inlaid strip and
the body being perforated at points correctly
separated, for the reception of the strings g.

Near the lower end « of the body A, an ex-
cavation ¢ is made in the latter at its center
of width, leaving two walls ¢/, remain, one at
each side, as shown in Figs. 2 and 5. The
sides 4’, are suitably perforated for the recep-
tion of the keys m that are of the usual form
employed for thestretching of guitar or banjo
strings, and these keys are perforated at
proper points to permit the strings ¢, to be
ingserted and wrapped thereon sufficiently to
hold their inserted end portions from relax-
ing when strétched by the rotatable move-
ment of the keys. .

A fret bar n, is secured on the top surface
of the head of the instrument, near the per-
forations formed for the strings g, and a simi-
lar bar 7/, is secured on the surface b near
the-cavity < in said body, and the strings are
drawn over the fret bars, and are thus main-
tained at a proper distance above the surface
b, of the body A.

A number of lower fret bars o are attached
at proper intervals upon the surface b of the
body A, between the fret bars n, n’, these in-
termediate bars o, indieating the proper
points for finger pressure in the produection
of music on the instrument.

On one side of the body, a, a small remov-
able peg p is projected for an engagement of
afingerof the performer, when this is needed
in the rendition of certain musical notes and
on the lower end of the body a rest pin r, is
secured to longitudinally extend from its
axial center; while at the upper end of the

body a loop s is attached in which the thumb -

of the operator’s right hand is inserted to
further steady the instrument.

After the device is tuned by an adjustment
of the keys m, the performer when about to
play on the instrument grasps the body A
lightly with the left hand, as represented in
Fig. 1, and with the other hand holds the
back of the head of the instrument at his
mouth, close to his slightly open lips, and ex-
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tends the body A of the device away there-
from, resting the pin 7, on a table b, or other
support as shown in Fig. 1. The fingers of
the right hand that are near the mouth of the
performer, are now dexterously moved, to pick
or serape the strings so as to cause & vibra-
tion of the same, while the fingers of the left
hand are moved at different points of dis-
tance from the head of the instrument, press-
ing them on the proper frets, to execute a
tune on the strings, while the proper disten-
sion and contraction of the cheeks and move-
ment of the lips of the performer together
with a vibration of his tongue help in im-
parting seolian harmony to the sounds pro-
duced by the vibrating strings.

If desired the number of strings may be
changed, but as shown and described, charm-
ing music can be rendered upon the instru-
ment provided with the number of strings
shown.

The peg p isof service when it is necessary
to use the fingers of the left hand to rapidly
press the frets near it, as then one finger is
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engaged with the peg, which enables the per-
former to sustain the instrument and move
the fingers over a limited range of frets, rap-
idly and with precision. When the peg is
not needed it may be removed, and thus al-
low the left hand of the operator to be slid
along the body of the instrument to engage
a wide range of the frets o.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

A musiecal instrument, comprising an elon-
gated solid wooden body, mainly eylindrical,
flattened on top and tapered toward the head,
frets on the top, strings fast at the head and
keoyed at the lower end of the body, a remov-
able peg at one side, and a longitudinal pin
at the lower end of the body, substantially
as described.

EVARISTO ENRIQUEZ.

Witnesses:
GREGO. BASTAR,
DoMINGO DORTA.
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