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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES THOMSON, OF DERBY, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVEMENT IN MUSIC-LEAF TURNERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 155,555, dated September 29, 1874; application filed
July 29, 1874.

To all whom it may conceran :

Be it known that I, JAMES THOMSON, of
Derby, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new
lmprovement in Music-Stands; and I do here-
by declare the following, when taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings and
the letters of reference marked thereon, to be
a full, elear, and exact description of the same,
and which said drawings constitute part of
this specification, and represent, in—

Tigure 1, a front view; Fig. 2, a top view;
Tig. 3, a side view, and in Figs. 4 and 5 de-
tached views.

This invention relates to an improvement
in a device for turning the leaves of music;
the object being to turn the leaves without
the employment of the fingers, so that the
performer need not take his fingers from the
instrument when it is desirable to turn the
leaves; and it consists in the arrangement of
one or more pulleys at the center of the mu-
sic-support, with an arm attached to each, and
each arm secured to one leat of the page, com-
bined with a pedal to each pulley, so that, by
depressing the pedals successively, the pul-
leys will be rotated, and the leaves accord-
ingly turned; and of a spring to each pulley,
which will return the leaf, and a trip, which
will disengage the pedal to allow the return
of the leaf.

I illustrate my invention as applied to a
music-stand; but it will be evident that it
may be applied to other holders or racks.

A is the rack, upon which the music is

placed, here represented as supported in an

upright, B, on a base, C. At the center of the
rack one or more pulleys, D D/, are arranged.
. From each of these an arm, a, extends out be-
low the rack, each provided with parallel fin-
gers b, running upward; also, with an arm, B
B/, extending up at the outer edge of the
page, with similar fingers . Bach leaf of

the music is set between these two pairs.of
fingers. These fingers are made adjustable,
and are preferably arranged so that the fin-
ger'on the principal arm o will take the leaf
near the fold or inner edge, the other at the
opposite upper corner, as seen in Fig. 2, each

leaf having its own independent pulley and
holders; here represented as but two, but may
be more or less. Each pulley is provided with
a spring, B, as seen in Fig. 4, the tendency
of which is to hold the arms over to the right,
as seen in Tig. 2. From each pulley a cord,
d, rans down, and is attached to a second pul-
ley, F, on the upright; and on each of the
pulleys F is a small pulley, f; from which a
cord, ¢, runs down, and each attached to its
respective pedal G or G'.

Therefore, by depressing the pedal, as from
the position G/ to the position G, (see Figs. 3
and 5,) the corresponding pulley F will be
turned, communicating its revolution to the
respective pulley D, and throw the arm with
the leaf attached over to the left, as denoted
in broken lines, Fig. 1. As the pedal is de-
pressed, it falls beneath a shoulder, », in the
guide L, as seen in Tig. 5; and so on each
successive leaf is turned, and the pedal en-
gaged beneath its own notch in the guide L,
to hold the turned leaves over to the left.

It frequently occurs that it is necessary to
return the leaves, in order to repeat. To do
this I arrange a slide, P, with slots corre-
sponding to those in the guide L, and this is
attached to a lever, R, which extends out
from the gnide L, as seen in Fig. 3. This
slide P is moved transversely by Dbearing
against the lever R. Therefore, when it is
desired to return the leaves, press the lever
R to the right, and this will free all the pedals
from their notches n, and allow the spring B
of the pulley to return the arms with the
leaves to the right or first position.

I claim—

In combination with the pulleys D D’, more
or less in number, each provided with an arm,
a, and fingers b, and spring E, their respect-
ive pulleys F f; and pedals G G/, the guide
L, constructed with notches n, the lever R,
and slide P, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

JAMES THOMSON.

Witnesses:
ADAM LEININGER,
HenrY C. HAWKINS.




