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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoSEPII A. ENO, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Newark, 
in the county of Essex and State of New Jer 
sey, have invented certain new and useful Im. 
provements in Trunk-Casters, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
The object of my invention is the produc. 

tion of a trunk-caster which shall be cheap of 
Construction and so formed as to be protected 
against danger of breakage from violent hand 
ling of the trunk to which it is attached, and 
at the same timi be capable of revolving in 
such a manner that it shall readily accommo 
(late itself to any direction of movement of the 
trunk easily and without undue friction of the 
parts; and to these ends my invention con 
sists of a centrally-pivoted circular plate or 
disk constructed or formed with bearing points 
or projections upon one side, and an open cut 
away place or slot in the periphery thereof, in 
the sides of which slot or cut-away place the 
caster wheel or roller takes its bearings, the 
said disk and caster wheel or roller to be se 
cured so as to be capable of revolution within 
a shell or housing wholly or partially surround 
ing the same; and in the disk and the caster. 
Wheel constructed and united as just described, 

35 

45 

So 

With a shell or housing formed with a boss or 
hub depending from its center, upon the end 
of which the disk is pivoted, the boss or hub 
being of such length that the bearing of the 
disk at the center and the bearings of the cas 
ter-Wheel shall be on about the same horizon 
tal plane when in position, whereby lateral tip. 
ping of the plate in turning under weight is 
obviated, and the slot being so made relatively 
to Some two of the bearing points or projec 
tions that a projection shall come at each end 
of the caster-wheel and immediately over each 
bearing of the said caster-wheel, whereby ver 
tical leverage of the bearings of the caster on 
the central bearing of the disk and upon the 
(lisk itself is obviated. 
That others skilled in the art may be able 

to make and use my invention, I will proceed 
to describe the same, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a plan view, Fig.2 a side view, 
Fig. 3 a longitudinal sectional view, of the cas 
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ter, and Fig. 4 a plan view of the revolving 
disk removed from the housing. 
The shell or housing A is cast in the form 

shown, and with the extensions at a, through 
which bolts or screws pass to Secure the cas- 55 
ter in a suitable depression in the bottom of 
a trunk, and also with the central depending 
boss or hub, B, to which the disk C is secured 
by the bolt b, and upon which it revolves. 
The clisk C may be circular in form, as shown, 
and has formed upon one side of it the bearing 
points or projections c, and has also formed 
on it the perforated lugs (l, the latter forming 
the bearings for the caster wheel or roller D, 
which is placed in the open slot or cut-away 
place E of the disk. This slot is made in the 
disk in relation to the bearing points or projec 
tions, so as to form the bearing-points c' c', one 
at each end of the caster-wheel, and imme 
diately over each boaring of said wheel, thus 
destroying all leverage of the caster-wheel poll 
the disk and its central bearing. 
The disk and caster-Wheel thus formed and 

united together are placed in the shell and the 
disk secured to the hub or boss, as shown. 
The bearing of the disk and the bearings of the 
caster-wheel are upon the same plane, thus de 
stroying all lateral leverage of the caster-wheel 
upon the disk and causing the force which 
turns the disk to fall directly in its plane of 
revolution, thus preventing canting of the disk 
and undue friction. 
The disk, although shown to be circular in 

form, may be of any other shape and not de 
part from the spirit of my invention, and the 
shell or housing, shown to only partially sur 
round the disk, may be made to wholly sur 
round it, if desired, and the shell or housing 
should be of such a depth relative to the size 
of the caster wheel or roller and the thickness 
of the disk and the length of the boss or hub 
that a due portion of the wheel shall come be 
low the shell to support and clear the trunk. 

I am aware that casters having a revolving 
cone-shaped (truncated) plate journaled in a 
housing, the plate having a diametrical slot in 
its under side, into which the upper part of the 
wheel projects, the bearings of the wheel be 
ing below the central bearing of the plate and 
below a point about midway between the cen 
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tral bearing of the plate and anti-friction bear 
ings at the edgethereof, are common, and hence 
do not claim the same; but 
What I do claim is 
1. The caster herein described, having the 

bearings of the caster-wheelimmediately under 
the bearing-points c' c', upon which the weight 
rests, and on the same horizontal plane with 
the central bearing of the revolving disk, sub 
stantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

2. The revolving disk formed with the bear 
ing-points c, c', and c', upon one side, and with 

the slot or cut-away place E in its edge, and 
the caster-wheeljournaled therein immediately 
beneath the points c' c', in combination with 
the housing formed with the depending boss, 
the journals of the whecl being on the same 
horizontal plane with the central bearing of 
the revolving disk, substantially as and for 
the purposes set forth. 

JOSEPH A, ENO. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. M. TITUs, 
GEO. F. WOODALL. 


