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(57) Abstract

The present invention relates to a DNA molecule conferring on Mycobacterium tuberculosis an ability to enter mammalian cells and
to survive within macrophages. The protein encoded by this gene fragment is useful in vaccines to prevent infection by Mycobacterium
tuberculosis, while the antibodies raised against this protein can be employed in passively immunizing those already infected by the
organism. Both these proteins and antibodies may be utilized in diagnostic assays to detect Mycobacterium tuberculosis in tissue or bodily
fluids. The protein of the present invention can be associated with various other therapeutic materials, for administration to mammals,
particularly humans, to achieve uptake of those materials by such cells.
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This international search rcport has not been cstablished in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

t. Claims Nos.:

because they relate o subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:
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39.1(1v)PCT) the search has been carried out and based on the alleged
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2. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate Lo parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
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3. As only some of the required additional search fees were Umely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:
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restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
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