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This invention relates to seals of the kind commercially 
known as "cloth seals” which are employed by manufac 
turers of or dealers in fabrics for attachment to lengths 
or rolls of fabric to distinguish for example the Source, 
character or quality of the cloth or for bearing other data 
relative to the cloth. 
Two examples of cloth seals of the kind to which the 

present invention is more specifically directed are de 
scribed in the complete specifications of British Letters 
Patent Nos. 733,477 and 790,307. In these examples the 
seal takes the form of a plastic tablet or tag which is 
adapted to be connected with the ends of a separate length 
of tape after the tape has been looped through a selvedge 
of the cloth by threading the tape ends through an aper 
tured bridge like integral part of the tablet in which 
position the tape is permanently united with the tablet 
and with a collar mounted about the said bridge part 
and tape, by the application to these parts of a few 
drops of a solvent for the particular type of plastic used 
so that the seal will be irreparably damaged when re 
moved from the cloth. 

It is found in use that the aforesaid seals suffer the 
disadvantage that their attachment to the cloth entails 
cutting a length of tape and furnishing a hole in the Sel 
wedge of the cloth to permit the tape being looped there 
through prior to the engagement of the two ends of the 
tape with the bridge and collar of the tablet. The pres 
ent invention has for its object to provide a modified 
cloth seal of the aforesaid type which is adapted for more 
convenient attachment to the cloth. 
The present invention consists of a cloth seal compris 

ing in combination a plastic tag, an apertured bridge-like 
integral part provided on the tag, a length of flexible 
tape one end whereof is permanently mounted on the said 
bridge part, a stiff tab attached to the free end of the 
tape and adapted to pierce a hole in the cloth for the 
passage therethrough of its attached tape, and a collar 
adapted to surround and grip both the said bridge part 
and the tape after the free end of the tape has been 
looped through the bridge aperture to admit of the per 
manent bonding together of the collar, bridge and tape 
by the application of a solvent or adhesive to these parts. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention will now be 

described with reference to the accompanying drawings 
wherein: 

Figure 1 represents in elevation a cloth seal incorporat 
ing the improvements constituting the invention, 

Figure 2 illustrates the first stage in the operation of 
securing the seal seen in Figure 1 to a piece of cloth, 

Figure 3 is a similar view to Figure 2 representing the 
second stage in the assembly operation, and 

Figure 4 is a transverse section of the seal as finally 
secured to the cloth. 

In the embodiment of the invention illustrated in the 
drawings the tag 5 which is to bear data identified with 
a particular cloth is moulded from a thermoplastic mate 
rial such as for example cellulose acetate and is formed 
with an integral bridge-like part protruding from one edge 
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2 
of the tag and furnishing an aperture for receiving the 
tape. 
To the central or intermediate limb 6a of the bridge 

piece is permanently connected one end of a flexible linen 
tape 7, the connection being conveniently made by loop 
ing the end of the tape through the bridge and securing 
adjacent parts of the tape of each side of the bridge and 
to each other by an adhesive. 
The remaining or free end of the linen tape 7 is fur 

nished with a stiff metal tab 8 which is crimped about the 
tape and is formed with a pointed end 8a to admit of the 
ready piercing of the cloth 9 and the threading of the 
linen tape through the hole 9a thus made in the cloth 
as seen in Figure 2 in one continuous operation. 

After the tape has been looped through a selvedge of 
the cloth in the aforesaid manner the tab 8 and an 
adjoining part of the tape is threaded through the aper 
ture formed in the bridge part of the tablet as seen in 
Figure 3 and is gripped about the bridge by a collar 10 
moulded from a thermo-plastic material of the kind em 
ployed for moulding the tablet. As disclosed in British 
patent specification No. 733,477 the collar may consist 
of a separate integer which is mounted about the bridge 
part of the tag after the tape has been threaded through 
the collar both prior to and after inserting the tape 
through the cloth and prior to threading the free end of 
the tape through the bridge. More conveniently how 
ever the collar 0 is captively mounted upon the bridge 
part 6 of the tag as disclosed in the British patent speci 
fication No. 790,307 and shown in the drawings accom 
panying the present specification by means of small pro 
jections 6b provided on the side limbs of the bridge 
above the collar. In the latter case the collar 10 is slid 
outwardly along the bridge in order to encircle and grip 
the looped parts of the tape 7 about the central limb 6a 
of the bridge. With the collar in this position the excess 
length 7a (Figure 3) of the tape carrying the tab is 
Severed and a few spots of solvent, for example acetone 
in the case of a cellulose acetate tablet and collar, are 
applied to the tape in the vicinity of the collar and bridge 
whereby the plastic of which the bridge and collar are 
composed is caused to partially dissolve and to penetrate 
into the interstices of the tape so as to provide a perma 
nent bond between the tablet, collar and tape when the 
solvent has evaporated and the plastic has hardened, with 
the result that the cloth seal cannot be fraudulently ex 
changed between two pieces of cloth without irreparable 
damage to the seal. 

In the case of a seal wherein the tag and collar are 
composed of a plastic material of a kind which is resist 
ant to solvent action, say for example phenolformaldehyde 
resin or polythene, a suitable adhesive may be employed 
to effect the final bonding of the component parts of the 
seal. 

I claim: 
1. A cloth seal comprising in combination a plastic 

tag, an apertured bridge-like integral part provided on 
the tag, a length of tape one end whereof is permanently 
mounted on the said bridge part, a tab attached to the 
free end of the tape and formed at its end to pierce a 
hole in the cloth for the passage therethrough of its at 
tached tape, and a collar adapted to surround and grip 
both the said bridge part and the tape after the free end 
of the tape has been looped through the bridge aperture 
to admit of the permanent bonding together of the collar, 
bridge and tape by the application of a solvent or adhe 
sive to these parts. 

2. A cloth seal comprising in combination a plastic 
tag, an apertured bridge-like integral part provided on said 
tag, projections on opposite sides of said bridge part, a 
collar captively mounted on said bridge part by said 
projections, a length of tape one end whereof is perma 
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nently mounted on said bridge part, a tab attached to 
the free end of the tape and formed to pierce a hole in 
the cloth for the passage therethrough of its attached 
tape, said collar being adapted to surround and grip both 
the said bridge part and the tape after the free end of 
the tape has been looped through the bridge aperture to 
admit of the permanent bonding together of the collar, 
bridge part and tape by the application of a solvent or 
adhesive to these parts. 
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