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To all whom it may concern::

Be it known that I, TaEopore C. PraTH,

‘a citizen of the United States, residing in
‘the city of Los Angeles, county of Los.

Angeles, and State of California, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Electric Irons, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification..

M¥‘ invention relates to electric iroms,
and has for its primary object to provide an

electric iron and a support therefor, the

support ‘having means for connecting it
with a source of electric energy, with suit-
able terminals, and the iron also having
suitable terminals adapted, when the iron
is set upon the support, to contact with the
terminals of the support, and thus conduct

electric . energy to the heating element of.
the iron, thus making it possible to pick up

an electric iron and use it without the

“usual electric cord dangling in the way of
‘the person using the iron. Every time the

iron is 'set upon the support. it is auto-
matically connected with the source of elec-
tric energy without the necessity of the

user making special connection therewith.

"One of the common objections to the elec-

‘tric iron is the fact that the cord which
conveys the electric energy to the iron- is
always in the way and is catching on

things to the inconvenience of the user;

‘and the iron is constantly being heated un-
less the cord is disconnected, or some other

switch is opened, and frequently gets. too
hot. : . '
~ With my improvement, when the iron is
heated, the time it sets on the stand is
sufficient( to keep. it in good heat for the

user and there is no switch to be manipu- -

lated, or cord to be disconnected, or to get
in the way of the person using the iron.
Thus there is less danger of the iron being
thrown off -the table or support by means
requently damages the
times injures a person or
thing as it falls.

it is only necessary to set it down so its
terminals or contacts do not engage with
ain m

In order to fully exp inventioh, I

have illustrated

~ thereof on the accompanying sheet of draw-

in%s_, in which,— * - - .
igure 1is a side elevalion of an iron and

If the iron gets too hot;

one practical embodiment

support or stand embodying my. invention,
with parts shown in section;
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Figure 2 is a top plan view of the rear

portion of the stand, showing the manner of
connecting the source of electric _energy
thereto; : IR
Figure 3
shown in Fig. 1; and

is a rear view of the;su’ppoft as .
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Figure 4 1s a view on the line 4—% of -

Fig. 1. ‘
%eferring now to the drawings in detail,
1, designates a support or stand, preferably
of Qouble construction whereby- to_provide
an air space 2, therein, with supporting
means, here shown as wire meibers 3, held
in the rolled sides of the body of the stand.
The front end of said stand or support is
preferably higher so ‘that the iron will rest
in an inclined position and thus insure a
better contact with the heatin connections
hereinafter described. *It' will be under-
stood, of course, that any type. of suppdrt or
stand can be used andithat it can be made
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portable or otherwise, as desired.~ ‘At the '

year of the stand, T have provided-means
for connecting: a source of electric: energy
therewith. This comprises a metal enclosing
member 4, with an insulating lining 5, with
two carbon contact members 6, yieldingly
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positioned therein at the ends of two *

springs, 7. Said ;carbon contact members.
are connected by means of suitable metal rib-
bons, 8, with terminal pins, 9, insulated from.
the enclosing member 4, by means of suit-
able bushings, 10. The source of electric
energy is to be connected with the terminal
pins, 9, just as it is now connected with the
electric irons direct, and will be readily
understood. o S

The electric iron; 11, can be of any. desired
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“type, and is provided- with two metal con- "

_tact members, 12, insulated from the iron
body by means of suitable bushings, 13, and
connected by means of a bolt, 14, and wire,
15, with the heating element of the irom.

Thus I have provided metal contact mem- ;

bers, 12, on the iron, positioned to contact
with the yielding carbon contact members,

- 6, carried by the stand or support 1. It

‘will be clear that when the iron is picked up
from the stand that the contact is at once
broken; and that when the iron is placed

. again upon the stand the contact is made and
the iron is again subjected to heat,

_&\
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I claim:

o

In order to provide means for placing
the iron on the stand without making elec-

trical ¢ontact between the terminals, I have

provided a hinged element of non-conduct-
ing material, 16, on the enclosing member,
4, which hinged element can be dropped
down in front of the terminal or contact
members 6, whereby the contact members .12
of the iron will rest against said member 16.
I am aware that changes can be made in
the details of my invention and that it can
be applied to other electrically heated ar-
ticles, without departing from -the spirit
not, therefore, limit myself
to the showing made, except as T may be
limited by the hereto appended claims.

1. In combination, an electric iron stand

~constructed to hold an iron in a tilted posi-

tion and provided at its lower side with an

enclosed box-like part, open on its side to-

ward the supporting part of said stand and
having an insulating lining, a yieldingly
mounted contact member in said box-like

part, electric connections throngh said box--

like part to said contact member, a. closure
adapted to be moved over the open side of
said box-like part, and an electric iron pro-
vided with contact member adapted to con-
tact with the contact member of said stand
when said iron is set thereon, said iron being
held by gravity against said box-like part of

-sald stand.

2. In combination, an electric iron stand
having an iron supporting member in an
inclined position and provided with contact
elements yieldingly mounted at the lower
side thereof and located within an enclosing
member open at its side next to the support-
ing member, an electric iron having project-
Ing contact members on its rear end adapted
to extend into said enclosing member and
contact with said yieldingly mounted con-
tact elements therein when said iron is set

on said supporting member, two of siid con-
tact members heing of metal and two of said
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contact members being of carbon, whereby
to prevent crystallization when said contact
members engage each other in use. _

" 8. In combination, an electric iron having
projecting contact members, a supporting
stand therefor provided with an enclosing
member open at one side and having an
insulating lining, a yieldingly mounted con-
tact member within said enclosing member,
said enclosing member having a closure mem-
ber adapted to be placed over the open side
of the same whereby to cover said contact
members when not used, and means where-

by the iron when set on said stand is held

with its contact members in contact with
]tohe contact members in said enclosing mem-
er. : ‘

4. In combination, an electric iron having
two contact elements projecting therefrom,
a supporting stand therefor having its sup-
porting part in an inclined position and hav-
ing at its lower side a pair of yieldingly

mounted contact members positioned to en-

gage with the contact members on said iron
when ‘the iron is placed on said stand, said
contact members being of metal and carbon
and adapted to contact with each other by
abutment, means for connecting a source of
electric energy with the contact members of
sald ‘stand, protecting means enclosing said
contact members on the stand and having an

50

55

60

65

70

75

opening to receive the contact members on -

said iron when set thereon, said contacts
being held in contact with each other by
gravity, and a closure for the opening of
said protecting means, whereby to cover the
contact members and hold said iron out of
contact therewith when desired, substan-
tially as described.

Signed at Los Angeles, California, this
30th day of October, 1920.

THEODORE C. PLATH.

In presence of—
EarL B. SpENCER,
H. M. Brunpacs.
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