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The invention relates to a dress and particu 
ilarly to: an arrangement for simplifying the prob 
len of raising or lowering the waist line of a 

: one-piece dress or uniform. 
With regard to whether a one-piece dress is 

provided with a removable belt or a set-in belt, 
generally speaking heretofore there have been 
two methods of forming the waist line of a one 
piece, dress. If the separate belt is to be used, it 
is customary first to stitch the bottom of the 
blouse to the top of the skirt on the wrong side, 
then to apply a top stitch on the right side of 
the goods over the first stitch. Usually a finish 
ing stitch such as an overcast is supplied to the 
edge of the goods. To save material, the first 
Stitch is applied quite near the end of the goods, 
and hence an insufficient margin is left for lower 
ing the waist line. This has the further defect 
that regardless of whether the waist line is low 
ered the very slightest amount possible or wheth 
er it is raised any Suitable amount, it is necessary 
to remove the three stitches before mentioned. 
ihis is objectionable from the standpoint of the 
retailer because the one-piece dress or uniform 
Sells for a comparatively low price and the cost 
of changing the Waistline adds a very large per 
centage to the cost of the dress. It is objection 
able from the standpoint of the consumer for the 
reason that it involves a substantial amount of 
Work to remove three stitchings before making 
the alterations, and even so, only a negligible 
amount of lengthening is usually possible. 
Similar objections apply to the customary one 

piece dress or uniformhaving a set-in belt. Here 
tofore this belt has been made in two pieces, 
namely, a front and a back. The back part of 
the belt is stitched at its top to the bottom of the 
blouse and at its bottom to the top of the skirt. 
Then the outer half of, the belt is stitched to the 
blouse and skirt over the two first stitchings. 
This has the disadvantage that it is not possible 
to lengthen the waist line. Also, if it is desired 
to shorten the waist line, it is necessary to rip 
the two seams which hold the top of the front 
and back halves of the belt to the bottom of the 
böllouse. 
The demand for an accurately fitting Waist 

line is so great that the retailer frequently re 
quires the dress manufacturer to furnish such 
dresses in sizes which vary by-one-half size. 
An object of the invention is to overcome the 

above objections, and provide a one-piece dress 
or uniform having a waist line which can be 

s either raised or lowered with a comparatively : 
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Small amount of work, whereby the Waistline 
may be readily raised or lowered, more in cer 
tain places than others if desired, and whereby 
it is unnecessary to supply the retailer with 
dresses in One-half Size. 

For further details of the invention, reference 
may be made to the-drawing wherein 

Fig. 1 is a view in elevation of a one-piece 
dress or uniform having a set-in, belt according 
to the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged sectional view on line . 
2-2 of Fig. 1 looking in the direction of the 
arrows, with parts broken away, and showing the 
normal position of the stitching of the top of the 
belt and the bottom of the blouse as the goods 
are offered for sale by the retailer. 

Fig. 3 is a view corresponding to Fig. 2 with 
the Waist line raised, after removing the Stitch 
ing at the top of the belt in Fig.2 and restitching 
as indicated in Fig. 3. 

Fig. 4 is a view.corresponding to Fig. 2. With 
the waist line lowered after removing the stitch 
ing in Fig. 2 and restitching - as indicated in this figure. 

Fig. 5 is a front elevational view, with part of 
the skirt broken away, of the invention as applied 
to a one-piece direSS or uniform having a separate 
belt. 

Fig.6 is an enlarged sectional view, with parts 
broken away on a line parallel to line 8-8 in 
Fig. 5 through one of the belt loops. , 

Fig. 7 is a sectional view corresponding to Fig. 
6, With the floating loop in a raised position for 
a Waist line higher than the seam shown. This 
loop can similarly be lowered to position the 
belt below the position shown in Fig. 6. 

Fig. 8 is an enlarged sectional view with parts 
broken away on line 8-8 of Fig. 5 looking in the 
direction of the arrows, and illustrating the man 
ner of Securing the blouse and skirt at the waist 
line as it is sold to the customer. 

Fig. 9 is a sectional view corresponding to Fig. 8 
with the skirt, Sewed to the blouse by a second 
Seam to raise the Waistline. 

Fig.10 is a Sectional view corresponding to Fig. 
8 with a second Seam applied between the first 
stitching and the end of the goods to lower the 
Waistline. 

Fig. 11 is a sectional view corresponding to Fig. 
10 illustrating the relative position of the parts 
after the first stitching has been removed. 
Referring in detail to the drawing, the dress 

is here illustrated as a one-piece-uniform having 
an Open front which may be secured closed by 
buttons or the like 2. The dress: is provided with 



2 
a belt 3 which is different from prior construc 
tions as illustrated in Figs. 2, 3 and 4, in that the 
belt is formed by taking a piece of goods which is 
the length of the belt but double the Width 
thereof and folding it lengthwise in the middle 
whereby this fold indicated at 4 is to form the 
top of the belt. The top of the skirt 5 is stitched 
between the front belt portion 6 and the back 
belt portion 7 of the belt 3 as indicated at 8 with 
the back 7 of the belt 3 facing the right side of 
the blouse 9. The top of the belt 3 adjacent the 
fold 4 is stitched to the blouse 9 as indicated at 
l, while leaving a substantial length, such as an 
inch and a half of the bottom of the blouse 9 
as indicated at 9' projecting beyond the stitch 
ing f 0 to make it possible to lower the Waist line. 

Fig. 2 illustrates the Condition of the goods as 
sold to the customer, the Stitching O being per 
manent enough to satisfactorily hold the blouse 9 
to the skirt 3. It is only necessary to remove this 
single stitching 9 if it is desired to either raise 
or lower the Waist line. In this case, the Stitching 
0 is first removed and then the belt 3 may be 

shifted up as indicated in Fig. 3 to raise the Waist 
line, the top of the belt 3 being restitched to the 
blouse 9 as indicated at , or after stitching 0 
is removed, the blouse 9 and skirt 5 are relatively 
Separated and the top of the belt 3 is restitched 
lower on the blouse 9 as indicated at 2. 

Figs. 5 to 11 illustrate the invention as applied 
to a one-piece dress Ol' uniform 3 having a de 
tachable belt 4 held at the Waist line by a suit 
able number of loops 5, 6. Figs. 5, 6 and 8 illus 
trate the arrangement of the parts as the dress is 
sold to the customer, Fig. 7 illustrating how the 
beit may be shifted up if the Waist line is 
higher than the seam , while Figs. 9, 10 and 11 
illustrate simple alterations Which may be made 
by the retailer or the customer to either raise or 
lower the Waist line. 

Referring to Figs. 5 to 11, the bottom of the 
blouse f8 is secured to the top of the skirt 9 by 
the single stitching , this stitch being made on 
the wrong side of the goods, the stitching 7 be 
ing applied at such a point as to leave an ex 
tended end 9' of the blouse 8, and an extended 
margin or end 9' of the skirt both projecting 
about the same length and a Substantial distance 
Such as an inch and one-half beyond the stitch 
ing i in order to make it possible to lower the 
waist line, i. e., the line of stitching T. As the 
stitching it is made on the wrong side of the 
goods, it will be apparent that the right Side of 
the goods for the extensions 8 and 9' are in 
face-to-face relation. The loop 5 is flexible and 
may be of the same cloth as the material of the 
dress f3. The loop 5 is a ficating loop, its ends 
20 and 2 being brought together behind the 
horizontal center of belt and held with the 
stitching . If the user does not care to go to 
the trouble of shifting the Sean up or down, 
a certain adjustment of the Waist line may be 
obtained by sliding the belt 4 upwardly as shown 
in Fig. 7, the botton of the belt then approach 
ing the seam 7 as indicated. Similarly the belt 
4 may be shifted downwardly to lower the waist 
line, to bring the top of the belt 4 adjacent the 
seam 7, and the parts Would then appear Some 
what as indicated in Fig. 7 if it is turned upside 
down. 

If it is desired to raise or lower the Waist line 
which is substantially the line of seam 7, this 
may be done as illustrated in Figs. 8 to 11, which 
for convenience omit the loop 5. Fig. 8 as above 
stated illustrates the normal position of the Seam 
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iT when the dress is sold to the customer. If it 
is desired to raise the position of seam 7 to raise 
the waist line, this may be readily done as indi 
cated in Fig. 9 by first leaving the stitching fT on 
the goods to hold the blouse f8 and the skirt 9 
in their proper relative positions, and by applying 
a stitching 22 above the stitching 7. Thereafter, 
the extensions 8 and 9', and the stitching 7 
if desired may be cut off. 

If it is desired to lower the waist line position 
of stitching 7, as indicated in Figs. 10 and 11, 
a second stitching 23 may be applied between the 
stitching 7 and the end of the extensions 18' 
and 9', while the stitching 7 remains in place 
to hold the blouse 8 and skirt 9 in their proper 
relative positions. Thereafter, the stitching 7 
is removed and the stitching 23 then serves as 
the Waist line Stitching to hold the blouse 8 
and skirt f9 together. 
In case of Waist line alteration as indicated 

in Figs. 3 and 4, and also in Figs. 9, 10 and 11, 
it will be apparent that the waist line may be 
raised or lowered more in the front or in the 
back as desired. The provision of the extension 
9' in Fig. 2 and the provision of the extensions 
8' and 9” in Fig. 8 make it possible to lower 
the waist line, and it may be raised or lowered 
with Small inconvenience as the stitching O in 
Fig. 2 and the stitching 7 in Fig. 8 each com 
prise only a single stitching which need to be re 
moved. In fact, the Stitching 7 does not have 
to be removed if the Waist line is raised as indi 
cated in Fig. 9, while it does need to be removed 
if the waist line is lowered as indicated in Fig. 
11. 

It will be apparent that various modifications 
may be made in the invention without depart 
ing from the spirit of the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. A dress comprising a blouse and a lower gar 

ment, i. e., skirt or slacks, said lower garment 
terminating at its top in a one-piece set-in belt 
With the back of the belt in a fold behind the 
front of the belt, a first stitching securing the 
top of Said lower garment between the margins 
of Said fold, a second stitching, namely, only a 
Single Stitching, Securing the bottom of said 
blouse and said lower garment, said second stitch 
ing securing the top of said belt with the margin 
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of the bottom of said blouse extending below said 
Second Stitching on the wrong side of said blouse 
and lower garment a distance sufficient to per 
mit the waist line to be lowered a substantial dis 
tance, whereby the waist line may be raised or 
lowered and restitched on removal of said sec 
Ond Stitching. 

2. A dress comprising a blouse and a lower gar 
ment, i. e., skirt or slacks, only a single stitching 
Securing the bottom of said blouse and the top 
of Said lower garment at the waist line to form a 
one-piece dress, and the margin of the bottom of 
Said blouse extending below said stitching on the 
Wrong Side of Said blouse and lower garment a 
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distance Sufficient to permit the waist line to be 
lowered a substantial distance, said lower gar 
ment terminating at its top in a one-piece set 
in belt with the back of the belt in a fold behind 
the front of the belt, stitching securing the top 
of Said lower garment between the margins of 
said fold, and said single stitching securing the 
top of Said belt above the bottom of said blouse 
With Said belt and said blouse overlapped with 
the back of said belt facing the right side of said 
blouse, whereby the waist line may be raised or 
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lowered and restitched on removal of said single 
Stitching. - 

3. A dress comprising a blouse and a lower 
garment, i. e., skirt or slacks, only a single 
stitching securing the bottom of said blouse and 
the top of said lower garment at the waist line 
to form a one-piece dress, and the margin of the 
bottom of said blouse extending below said 
stitching on the wrong side of said blouse and 
lower garment a distance sufficient to permit the 
waist line to be lowered a substantial distance, 
said single stitching permitting the waist line to 
be lowered with the removal of only one waist 
line stitching, namely said stitching securing the 
bottom of Said blouse and the top of Said lower 
garment, and a belt loop having its ends secured 
in said single stitching and being flexible to per 
mit the belt position of said loop to be raised or 
loWered With respect to said single stitching. 

4. A dress comprising a blouse and a lower 
garment, i. e., skirt or slacks, said lower garment 

3. 
terminating at its top in a one-piece set-in belt 
With the back of the belt in a fold behind the 
front of the belt, a first stitching securing the 
top of Said lower garment between the margins 

10 

15 

20 

of said fold, a second stitching, namely, only a 
single Stitching, Securing the bottom of Said 
blouse and said lower garment, said second stitch 
ing Securing the top of Said belt with the margin 
of the bottom of said blouse extending below 
said second stitching on the Wrong side of Said 
blouse and lower garment a distance sufficient 
to permit the Waist line to be lowered a substan 
tial distance, whereby the waist line may be 
raised or lowered and restricted on removal of 
Said second stitching, and a belt loop having its 
ends secured in said second stitching and being 
flexible to permit the belt position of said loop to 
be raised or lowered with respect to said second 
Stitching. 
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