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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, TALBOT R. CHAMBERS, |

a citizen of the United States, residing at
East Orange, in the county of Essex and
State of New Jersey, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Improved Surgical Ap-
pliance, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to appliances for the
treatment, relief and cure of ecaked,indurated
or swollen breasts in women, whether the ail-
ment oceur before or after confinement, or
results from bruising or other injury. Its
object is to enable a gentle compression,—
such as is favored by skilled nurses and ac-
coucheurs for the dispersion of such indura-
tions in their early stage and before abscess
or cancer is formed,—to be applied to the
breasts by means at once efficient and cleanly
in use and operation, easy and accurate in
adjustment, simple in construction and mod-
erate in cost. ‘

Heretofore the custom has been to tie a
muslin binder tightly across the breasts of
the patient, but such an appliance is found
in practice to be very objectionable, as, to be
of service surgically, it has to be bound on
so tightly that it is apt to cut the wearer’s
parson, and also unduly interfere with respi-
ration. Thefabricof thebinder is also liable
to beecome quickly soiled by exnding milk and
perspiration. My invention is specially de-
signed for the purpose of obviating these ob-
jections, and for applying the efficient treat-
ment above mentioned to the best advantage,
and with the least trouble to patient, attend-
ant or nursing child.

The invention consists of the construction
hereinafter set forth. '

For complete comprehension of the inven-
tion reference must be had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming part of this specifica-
tion wherein similar letters of reference indi-
cate like parts.

Figure 1 represents my appliance with its
parts arranged as when in actual use, the
wearer’s form, for clearness, being indicated
only in dotted lines. Fig. 2is an enlarged

view of one half of the jacket when unfas- -
50 tened and laid flat.
A, A are the back sections, made of linen,

cotton, fine duck, or other suitable fabric or
material, joined at about the middle of the
back by laces A’, or other suitable fastening
deviee, being preferably adjustable to fit dif-
ferent figures.

a, o are suitable shoulder straps extending
from the back sections A, A to the upper cor-
ners of the front or breast-compressing sec-
tions B, B where they are provided with clasps
C, C, or other proper fastenings which will
allow the shoulder straps to be adjusted, or
these fastenings may be placed nearer the
back sections, as may be found most con-
venient.

The compressing sections B, B-are joined
at points b’ to the forward edges of the back
sections, in any approved way, and are of
such area and contour as will properly cover
the breasts of the patient, (preferably of the
shape-shown in Fig. 2 when lying flat or in
their normal condition, which.I find is best
calculated for the purpose in view,) b, b being
orifices—one in each compression section—
properly situated to allow the nipples to pro-
ject through them. Thefrontadjoiningedges
0? b? of the breast sections are preferably ar-
ranged so as not to meet closely, as it is de-
sirable to provide for ventilation at this point.
I therefore prefer to use hooks or holdfasts c,
¢, and open rings ¢’, ¢/,—the hooks or hold-
fasts projecting from the binding at the edges
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of both sections B, B, and the rings connect-

ing them,—in such manner that an opening
may bé maintained down the front of the ap-
pliance. In socme cases I may prefer to use
laces for connecting the breast sections, or
may adopt other fastening devices—such as
some of those used- in corsels, when found

‘suitable for carrying out the purposes of my

appliance.

If found desirable, body bands, or open
work of any kind may take the place of the
integral back sections A, A, without depart-
ing from the prineciple of my invention. It
is essential to the invention that the front
sections B, B of my appliance should be
(wholly or partially) of a contractible or re-
tractible material,—so that, while these sec-
tions are normally flat, as in Fig. 2,—when
the jacket is put upon the person the pro-
jecting breasts will cause the material in con-
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tact therewith to stretch and consequently
retract against them and thus apply the com-
pression needed in the treatment of the ail-
ments or diseases herein alluded to.

In practice I prefer to make the entire
front section B, B of rubber cured or vulean-
ized by the Goodyear process, which insures
a smooth, satin-like surface for contact with
the patient’s skin, and which is not objec-
tionable to the child who may be nursing
while the appliance is worn. Furthermore,
the compressing material may only form such
proportion of the front sections of- the ap-
pliance as may be necessary to cover the af-
fected parte,—and the remainder be of text-
ile or other flexible material, proper binding
or edging being applied throughout at the
points where extra strength is required. The
shoulder or supporting straps, also, may be
differently arranged without departing from
the principle or sacrificing the advantages of
my invention. ‘

The appliance herein set forth may be
readily put upon the person by the patient
herself, without assistance, and can, if desir-
able, be worn underneath the corset. The

nipple apertures in the compressing sections
tend to give prominence to those organs,
which is of service in nursing,—and the exud-
ing milk is also prevented from excoriating
the breast by being thus directed exteriorly,

and the impervious material insures cleanli-
ness in praectical use.

'~ The appliance is usually worn for geveral
days-at a time, or until the breasts resume
their normal condition.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is as follows:

1. An appliance for the treatment of the
diseased breasts of women, comprising a piece
of flexible, elastic and readily yielding fabric
normally flat,’ and adapted to be stretched
over the breast, and means comprising ad-
justable back and shoulder pieces for sup-
porting and binding said piece firmly upon
the breast whereby the piece of fabrie is
stretched and made to conform to the shape
of the breast, and whereby a gentle, firm and
evenly distributed pressure is exerted upon
the breast, substantially as set forth.

2. In an appliance for the treatment of
caked or swollen Dbreasts, the combination
with a suitable body jacket or support, of a
breast-covering portion or section made of an
elastic material so construeted as to lie nor-
mally flat when the section is distended in
applying compression to the breast, substan-
tially as set forth. .

TALBOT R. CHAMBERS.

Witnesses:

‘RoBT. A. KELLAND,
MoRGAN B. HARRIS.

35

40

45

50

55 °




