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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,461,247 

UTILITY COWER 

George Wormuli, Bergenfield, N.J. 
Application July 4, 1945, Serial No. 603,200 , 

(C. 215-38) 4. Claims. 

his invention relates to new and useful im 
proverinents in a utility cover. 

More particularly the invention proposes a 
new and improved utility cover for a jar and the 
like, but the cover is equally adapted for use on 
other containers, such as milk bottles, for 
example. 

It is a primary object of my invention to pro 
vide a cover of the general class referred to which 
is easy to keep clean and sanitary and which is 
capable of protecting the contents of jars, bottles 
and the like against dust, germs, or odors. 

It is a further object of this invention to pro 
vide a new and improved cover of the class re 
ferred to which is easy to apply to a jar, bottle or 
the like and easy to remove from Such container. 

It is a still further object of this invention to 
provide a cover of the type specified which is 
practically unbreakable and indestructible in 
Service and which may be re-used as a closure 
member as long as desired. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

new and improved covers of the type mentioned 
which may be manufactured, and sold in large 
Volume at low cost. 

For further comprehension of the invention, 
and of the Various objects and advantages 
thereof, reference will be had to the following 
description in connection with the accompany 
ing drawing in which the novel features of the 
invention are more particularly set forth. 

In the accompanying drawing forming a ma 
terial part of this disclosure: 

fig. is a side elevational view of a jar provided 
With a utility cover constructed in accordance 
With this invention; 

Fig. 2 represents a plan or top view of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a vertical Sectional view of the jar 

shown in Fig. 1; 
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary plan view looking in 

the direction of the arrows on the line 4-4 of 
Fig. 3, but with the cover in locked position. 
The new and improved utility cover in accord 

ance with the present invention is shown on the 
drawing applied to a jar 25. The utility cover 
includes a member 24 having a reinforced top 
wall 26 for extending over the Open top of the 
jar 25 and extending slightly into the top por 
tion of the jar for assisting in closing the jar. 
Member 24 which may consist of any suitable ma 
terial. Such as therinoplastic or thermo-Setting 
resin or a metal or an alloy, is provided with a 
skirt, Wall 2 which may be flexible and which en 
gages about the top portion of the jar 25. A 
grip band 28 is mounted around the bottom por 
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tion of the skirt wall 27. The bottom face of the 
stiffened and reinforced top Wall 26 is slightly 
concaved to assist in sealing the jar, or other con 
tainer. 
A slightly tapered plug-like member 38 is set 

into a complementary recess in the top of mem 
ber 2. The plug-like member 3 has a slightly 
tapered bottom portion 3. Clamping means is 
associated With the plug-like member 35 by which 
it may be firmly mounted in position on member 
24. 
The clamping means referred to in the previous 

paragraph includes a plurality of ribs 33 formed 
on the top portion of the member 24 and pro 
jecting slightly over the recess which receives 
the plug-like member 30. The plug-like mem 
ber 3 is formed with slots 34 which may be 
aligned with the ribs 33, see Fig. 2, so that the 
plug-like member 3e may be lifted up and re 
moved. Adjacent each of the slots 34 there is 
an inclined cam ridge 35. These can ridges 
have shallow portions 36 adjacent the slots 34 
and high portions 3 remote from the slots 34. 
The operation of the invention is as follows: 

The cover may be used to seal bottles, jars and 
other containers. The plug-like member 39 is 
very useful for better Sealing the utility cover Oil 
a jar. The plug-like member 3 may be renoved 
by turning it a small distance so that the can 
like ridges disengage from the bottoms of the 
ribs 33 and the slots 34 align with the ribS 33. 
Now the plug-like member 30 is free to be lifted 
up and removed. It may be replaced when de 
sired. When it is turned, the high ends 3 of 
the ridge-like cans 35 engage beneath the ribs 
33 which forces the plug-like member 30 tightly 
down so that the tapered portion 3 presses 
against the tapered Wall of the thermoplastic 
inenber 24, slightly spreading and expanding 
member 24 So that it Securely engages against 
the inner face of the top opening of the jar 25, 
or other container upon which the cover is used. 
The center of the plug-like member 33 is formed 
with a projecting handle 38 by which the plug 
like member may be gripped to facilitate turning 
the Sane. 
While the utility cover is shown on the drawing 

applied to a jar, as previously indicated, the utility 
COver is equally adapted for use on nik bottles 
and other containers. 
While I have illustrated and described the pre 

ferred embodiment of my invention, it is to be 
understood that I do not, limit myself to the pre 
cise construction herein disclosed and the right. 
is reserved to all changes and modifications con 
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ing within the scope of the invention as defined in portion thereof and the inner portion having ribs 
the appended claims. projecting in Wardly in vertically spaced relation 

Having thus described my invention, What I to said first-named circular wall, and a circular 
claim as new, and desire to secure by United plug fitting Snugly against said first-named cir 
States Letters Patent is: 5 Cular wall and against the inner portion of the 

1. A utility cover, comprising a thermoplastic skirt Wall and having inclined cam means for in 
member having a reinforced top Wall for extend- creasing the pressure of said plug between said 
ing over the open top of a, bottle or jar to be closed, ribs and said first-named circular wall. 
and furthermore having a skirt wall for engaging 4. The construction set forth in claim 3, the 
about the top portion of said bottle or jar, a plug- 10 plug having radial slots to receive the ribs to per 
like member having tapered sides set into a coal- mit the detachment of the plug. 
plementary Opening in the top of Said member; 
and means for clamping said plug-like member. GEORGE WORWULL. 
tightly in said opening including ribs projecting 
from said thermoplastic member and extending 5 REFERENCES CTED 
Over said receSS for Said plug-like member, Said 
plug-like member being provided with slots align 
able with said ribs so that the plug-like member 

. The following, references are of record in the 
file of this patent: 

may be removed, and ridge-like cams on said UNITED STATES PATENTS 
plug-like member adjacent said slots and engage- 20 Number. . Name - . . . . . . . . . . Eate 
able against the bottom edges of said ribs. 138,833 Adams 33-...--------- May 13, 1873 

2. A cover for food containers, comprising an 711,430 Lieuthesser ---------- Oct. 14, 1902 
outer skirt wali adapted to enclose the wall of 815,954: Gilbert ------------ Mar. 27, 1906 
the container, and a horizontal Wall connected to 850,844. Morgan ----------- Apr. 16, 1907. 
said Cuter skirt. Wall, said connection being by 25 891,109 Speece ------------- June 16, 1908 
an integral. U-shaped portion, which straddles 911,099 Whitson ------------ Feb. 25.1909, 
the upper edge of the container wall, said por- 1,093,211 Schulhoff---------- Apr. 14, 1914 
tion being formed with in Wardly extending: ribs 142,42 Helcher ------------- June 8, 1915 
Spaced outwardly from: Said horizontal wall, and 1546,159 Wippler ----------- July 14, 1925 
a disk-like plug Snugly fitted against Said hori- 30 1882,996 Scofield Oct. 18, 1932. 
Zontal wall and the inner wall of said U-shaped 1,905,356. West ------------- Apr. 25, 1933 
portion and provided with a slot to receive each i,930, i52. Eckard ------------ Oct. 10, 1933 
inwardly extending rib and a cam inclined por- 2,099,056 Ferngren ----------- Nov.16, 1937 
tion adjacent each slot. adapted to be turned 2,294.260 Wheaton et al. ... - Aug. 25, 1942 
under said ribs to tighten said plug in said cover, 35 - 8 
said plug having a central upstanding handle for - - FOREIGN PATENTs 
turning the sane. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Number - - Country . . . Date 
3. A cover for food containers comprising...a 114.199 Australia -- - - --- Nov. 20, 1941 

circular wall having on its outermost edge a. 278,798 Great Britain ------- Oct. 13, 1927 
U-shaped circular skirt wall adapted to straddle 40 17,956 Great Britain --------- A.D. 1896 
the vertical Wall of a container, the outer portion 415,159. Great Britain ------- Aug. 23, 1934 
of said skirt wall being longer than the inner 194,165 SWitzerland ---------. Feb. 1, 1938 

  


