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To all whom, it may concern.' 
Be it known that I HENRY W. BRAUN, a 

citizen of the United States of America, and 
resident of Lemoyne, in the county of Cum 
berland and State of Pennsylvania, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Chocks for Railway Rolling-Stock, 
of which the following is a specification. 

This invention relates to chucks for rail 
Way rolling stock and is adapted particu 
larly for use on rails for the purpose of re 
ceiving a car wheel for arresting the move 
ment of the car. 
An object of this invention is to provide 

novel means for receiving a car wheel and 
for utilizing the Weight of the car for in 
creasing friction between the chuck and the 
rail for the purpose of overcoming the mo 
mentum of the car, novel means being also 
provided for causing an automatic release 
of friction increasing media such as sand, 
ground glass or the like which may find its 
way between the lower surface of the chuck 
and the tread of the rail. 
A still further object of this invention is 

to provide a chuck of the character indicated 
which can be cast or formed in a single piece 
except the valve for controlling the passage 
of the material for increasing the friction. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view, the invention consists in the details 
of construction and in the arrangement and 
combination of parts to be hereinafter more 
fully set forth and claimed. 

In describing the invention in detail, 
reference will be had to the accompanying 
drawings forming part of this specification 
wherein like characters denote correspond 
ing parts, in the several views, and in 
which 

Figure 1 illustrates a perspective view of 
the chuck embodying the invention; Fig. 2 
illustrates a sectional view: Fig. 3 illustrates 
a vertical sectional view on a line corre 
Sponding with the line 3-3 of Fig. 2; and 
Fig. 4 illustrates a perspective view of the 
valve. 
In these drawings I have shown the body 

of the chuck as comprising a base 5 having 
an extension 6 preferably tapered in width 
in order to facilitate the running thereon of 
the wheels of cars, the said body 5 having 
preferably a longitudinally concaved sur 
face 7 to engage the tread surface of a wheel 
of a car. 

The base 5 is further provided with an in 
clined chute or hopper 8 at one end for the 
purpose of containing a friction creating 
material, the said hopper being opened at its 
lower end but controlled by a valve adapted 
to be actuated by the wheel of a car running 
On a chuck. The valve is shown as having 
a head 9 on its outer end engaging the Outer 
surface of the hopper 8 and a valve stem 10 
slidable transversely through the hopper in 
an aperture 11 formed therein, the Said 
valve stem being also slidable in an opening 
formed in that portion of the chuck adapted 
to engage a wheel of a car, the aperture in 
Said portion forming a way through which 
the end of the stem projects into the path of 
travel of a wheel which passes on to the con 
caved surface of the chuck, the said valve 
stem being adapted to be thrust by the im 
pact of the car wheel against its end for a 
purpose to be prey explained. 
The valve stem 10 has recesses 12 on its 

sides and when the valve is in closed posi 
tion, the recesses are outside of the chute 8 
in the position shown in Fig. 12 but upon 
sliding movement longitudinally, the re 
cessed portions of the valve stem pass into 
the chute 8 and the recesses form ports for 
the escape therethrough of the contents of 
the chute, thus allowing the said contents 
to escape on to a rail which supports the 
chuck. 
The body 5 of the chuck has depending 

side flanges 13 and 14 for guiding the chuck 
on the rail, and the said flanges may be of 
any appropriate length. 
I claim 
In a chuck, a body having a tapered ex 

tension, a hopper carried by the body, said 
hopper adapted to discharge on to a sur 
face supporting the body, said hopper hav 
ing an opening transversely thereof, a valve 
slidable in said opening and having a valve 
stem projecting into the path of travel of a 
wheel traveling on the extension of the body 
of the chuck, the valve having recesses in its 
sides forming ports when said recessed por 
tion is within the hopper. 
In testimony whereof, I affix my signa 

ture in the presence of two witnesses. 
HENRY W. BRAUN. 

Witnesses: 
JoSEPH. J. BLACK, 
CHARLES P. BRAUN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.' 
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