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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Epmonp A. Damr-
mAUS, a subject of the Emperor of Germany,
and residing at New York, in the county of
New York and -State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Shoes, of which the following is a
specification, such as will enable those skilled
in the art to which it appertains to male
and use the same.

This invention relates to shoes and par-
ticularly to the lacing thereof, and the in-
vention consists in the employment of two
tongues, one of which is provided with eye-
lets or openings similar to those in the lapels
of a shoe, and through which the lace is
passed in the operation of lacing the shoe,
the eyelets or openings in the tongue being
formed so as to permit of the opening of the
shoe in order to pull it on, or remove 1t from
the foot, and whereby the shoe is made
tight at the front and all dust and dirt ex-
cluded therefrom, and whereby the shoe is
prevented from wrinkling at the front and
caused to snugly fit over the foot and in
front of the anlkle.

The invention is fully disclosed in the
following specification, of which the accom-
panying drawing forms a part, in which the
separate parts of my improvement are desig-
nated by suitable reference characters in
each of the views, and in which:—

Tigure 1 is a perspective view of a shoe
provided with my improvement and showing
the shoe laced; Fig. 2 a perspective inside
view of a part of the front portion of the shoe
and showing the method of passing the lace
through one of the tongues; and, Fig. 3 a
partial section on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1.

In the drawing forming part of this
specification, I have shown at ¢ a shoe pro-
vided with the usual lapels ¢* and ¢°, and
the lapels ¢® and «® are provided with the
usual eyelets b and 02, and these eyelets are
arranged in transverse pairs, as clearly
shown in Fig. 1. The shoe ¢ is also pro-
vided with two tongues ¢ and d, and said
tongues are secured at ¢, in the usual man-
ner, and the tongue ¢ is provided with eye-
lets or openings ¢® and ¢® which correspond
with the eyelets b and 0? in the lapels of
the shoe, and the eyelets or openings ¢*—¢*,in
one or both sides of the tongue ¢, are made
oblong in form, as clearly shown in Fig. 2.

In practice, the lace ¢? is passed through
the eyelets b and b* and the eyelets or open-
ings ¢>—¢* in the tongue ¢, as clearly shown
in Figs. 1 and 2, and the tongue & lies back
of the tongue ¢, as clearly indicated in Fig.
3, and when the lace ¢? is drawn tight as
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the tongue ¢ is drawn
in close contact with the lapels ¢* and &
and securely closes the shoe at the meeting
point of the lapels * and a?, or back of said
lapels so as to prevent dust and dirt from
entering the shoe, and this method of lacing
the shoe also prevents the shoe from wrin-
kling transversely of the instep and causes
the shoe to fit snugly over the instep. It will
also be seen that a shoe provided with the
tongue ¢ and laced in the manner described
presents an artistic finish, as shown in Fig.
1, the front loops of the lace extending trans-
versely of the lapels a* and @®, while the back
loops of said lace do not show through the
opening between said lapels. '

The making of the eyelets or openings
¢*—¢*, or one set thereof, oblong in form,
as shown in Fig. 2, enables the lapels of the
shoe to be opened, as will be readily under-
stood in the operation of removing the shoe
from the foot, or pulling said shoe on the
foot, or so as to permit of said -operation,
and the tongue d prevents the lace from
bearing on the foot and injuring the same.

Having fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is:—

A shoe of the class described, said shoe
being provided with the usual lapels having
eyelets, and two tongues secured at their
lower ends to the shoe between said lapels
and inwardly thereof and one of which over-
laps the other and both of which are over-
lapped by the lapels, the outer tongue being
provided with eyelets or openings which
correspond with the eyelets in the lapels of
the shoe and through which the shoe-lace
is passed, said eyelets or openings in one
side of said tongue being oblong in form.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing
as my invention I have signed my name in
presence of the subscribing witnesses this
28th day of December 1910.

EDMOND A. DAHLHATUS.

Witnesses:

C. E. MuLREANY,
E. G. Bromyry.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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