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tudinally far enough to release the exten 
sion 17 from the bar 18, the paddle is per 
mitted to operate. 
The means for preventing longitudinal 

movement of the paddle 3 so as to hold it 
against operation, preferably consists of a 
spring catch 20 shown best in Figs. 3 and 4. 
The spring catch 20 is bent at one point to 
form a shoulder 21 and is also formed with 
an extension 22. The shoulder 21 of the 
spring catch 20 is adapted to engage a loop 
or bracket 25 secured to the under surface 
of the cover plate 2 so as to hold the paddle 
3 against movement. The extension 22 of 
the catch 20 fits over a plate 31, which, as 
shown in Fig. 2, is normally held in its 
lowest position by means of coil springs 32 
which surround draw-rods or arms 33 con 
nected with the plate or bracket 31 and hav 
ing handles 34 at their upper ends. 

In operation, the candidate for admission 
to the secret Society is required to demon 
strate his strength by grasping the handles 
34 and drawing upward thereon. This op 
eration of course lifts the end 22 of the 
spring catch 20 so as to move the shoulder 
21 out of engagement with the plate 25 
whereupon the spring 13 causes the paddle 
to be operated. During the above opera 
tion, the candidate is required to stand upon 
a removable metal bar 40 which extends 
through suitable grooves in the box 1 as 
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shown in Fig. 4 and held in place therein 
by metal plates 41. The bar 40 can be drawn 
out of the box 1 when it is desired to store 
the same away. 

For the purpose of Sounding an alarm 
when the device is operated, so as to startle 
the candidate, it is preferred to employ a 
cartridge mechanism and an ejector mecha 
nism for ejecting water or other liquid into 
the face of the candidate. The means for 
Securing these results will now be described. 
The reference numeral 45 indicates a car 

tridge holder which is suitably secured to 
one side of the box 1 and is adapted to re 
ceive an ordinary blank cartridge. The car 
tridge in the holder 45 is adapted to be dis 
charged by means of a hammer mechanism 
46 pivotally mounted at 47 and held nor 
mally in engagement with the cartridge in 

- the holder 45 by means of a coil spring 48, 
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which is wrapped around the pivot of the 
hammer 46. When the disguised paddle 3 
is drawn backward by the spring 13, a pro 
jection 49 upon the rear end of the catch 
20, strikes the hammer 46 and moves it away 
from the cartridge in the holder 45, thereby 
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placing the coil spring 48 under tension. 
The further movement of the paddle 3 causes 
the projection 49 to move out of engagement 
with the hammer 46, whereupon the spring 
48 throws said hammer energetically back 
into contact with the cartridge in the holder 
45 so as to explode the same. 

976,851 

The means for projecting water or other 
liquid preferably comprises a bulb 50 which 
is provided with an outlet or pipe 51 leading 
up to a dial or registering device 52 mount 
ed upon the cover member 2. The bulb 50 is 
suitably filled with water and is adapted to 
be compressed so as to discharge the contents 
thereof, by means of an angle lever 55 piv 
oted at 56 and having connected therewith a 
coil spring 57 which is anchored at 58. 
The upper end of the angle level 55 is en 
gaged by an extension 58 formed upon the 
paddle 3. The extension 58 normally holds 
the angle lever 55 in inoperative position 
against the tension of the spring 57. When 
the paddle is released the angle lever 55 is 
permitted to be rocked upon its fulcrum by 
means of the spring 57, so as to compress 
the bulb 50 and project the contents thereoi, 
into the face of the candidate. The paddle 
3 upon the lower surface thereof, and adja 
cent the outer end thereof, preferably is pro 
vided with a cross piece or brace 60 which 
fits properly into the upper side of the box 1. 
The initiation apparatus of the present in 

vention is strong, simple and durable and 
inexpensive in construction as well as com 
pact in form and can be readily stored away 
in the Society rooms without taking up very 
much space. As previously mentioned, its 
nature is so effectively disguised that even 
the most suspicious candidate will operate 
the same without anticipating the effect. 
The invention disclosed herein should be 

distinguished from both the class of devices 
in which the paddle is concealed, and those 
in which no attempt is made either to con 
ceal the paddle or the nature of the appara 
tus and in using which it is necessary to 
blindfold or hoodwink the candidate. 
What is claimed as new is:- 
1. A paddle machine comprising a casing, 

one wall of the casing being movable rela 
tively to the remainder of the casing and 
serving as a disguised paddle, means for 
operating said paddle, means for locking 
said paddle in inoperative position, and 
means for unlocking said paddle to permit its operation. 

2. An initiation device comprising a box, 
a portion of said box being in the form of a 
disguised paddle, means for locking said 
paddle in inoperative position, means for 
releasing said paddle, and means for operat 
ing said paddle. 

3. Aniinitiation device comprising a cas, ing, a disguised paddle connected with said 
casing and having a slidable pivot, means 
for locking said paddle in inoperative posi 
tion, means for releasing said paddle, and 
means for operating said paddle when re 
leased. 

4. An initiation device comprising an 
elongated box having a stationary cover 
portion, a movable cover portion forming a 
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disguised paddle, and means for locking said 
paddle in inoperative position, means for 
releasing said paddle, and means for moving 
said paddle into operative position when 
released. 

5. An initiation device having a casing, a 
disguised paddle having a sliding, pivotal 
connection with said casing, means for lock 
ing said paddle in inoperative position, 
means for releasing said paddle, means for 
operating said paddle when released, and 
sensation devices adapted to be operated 
when said paddle is operated. 

6. An initiation device comprising a cas 
ing, means for anchoring said casing in 
position, a disguised paddle forming part of 
the casing, a pivot for said paddle having 
a sliding connection with the casing, a coil 
spring connected with said paddle for oper 
ating the same, a spring catch connected 
with said paddle for holding the same in 
inoperative position against the tension of 
the spring, handle devices for releasing said 
catch, an automatically operated hammer, 
for firing a cartridge, a cartridge holder, and 
a fluid ejector operated when the paddle is 
released. 

7. An initiation device comprising an 
elongated casing having a stationary cover 
plate and a groove formed in the inner walls 
thereof, a disguised paddle forming a por 
tion of the cover of said casing when in in 
operative position, an extension on said pad 

3 

ple, pivot members connected with said ex 
tension and fitted into said groove, an arm 
projecting downward from the lower Sur 
face of said extension, a spring connected 
to said arm at one end and with said casing 
at the other end, a spring catch connected 
With said extension, a cross piece adapted 
to be engaged by said spring catch, a pair 
of handles, a plate connected with said 
handles and adapted to release said catch, 
coil springs for holding said handle in in 
operative position, a cartridge holder, a 
hammer adapted to strike the cartridge in 
said holder and to be moved in one direction 
by the movement of the paddle, a coiled 
Spring for throwing said hammer in the 
other direction, an arm connected with said 
paddle, an angle lever engaged normally by 
said arm and held thereby in inoperative 
position, a coil spring connected with said 
angle lever, a bulb adjacent said angle lever 
and adapted to be compressed by said angle 
lever, a pipe connected with said bulb, and 
a dial plate having an opening therein con 
nected with said pipe. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing 

as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa 
ture in the presence of two witnesses. 

ERASTUS DEMOULIN. 
Witnesses: 

H. C. DIE EIL, 
ERIC DE MOULIN. 
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