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This invention relates to methods of finishing 
the Seam-margin edges of fabric-plies secured 
together by stitching and has for its primary 
object to expedite the joining of fabric-plies and 
the binding of the raw edges of the seam-mar 
gins of the joined fabric plies. 
The invention has also for an object to facili 

tate the opening and pressing of the seam-mar 
gins of joined fabric-plies. 
These and other objects of the invention are 

attained by practising a method of joining and 
edge-finishing fabric-plies, according to which 
(1) the number of Operations heretofore re 
quired are reduced, (2) the seam-margins are 
opened in the operation of joining the plies of 
fabric, and (3) the joining seam is stronger 
than heretofore. 
The invention consists in the method of form 

ing edge-finished and seam-margin opened 
joining searns for fabric-pies as hereinafter de 
scribed in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, in which 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a portion of a 
fabric ply having an edge bound by a stitched 
overedge seam. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of 
Superimposed fabric-plies and shows the fold 
edge of the folded back and overedged margin 
of one fabric-ply secured by a line of stitches to 
a second fabric-ply having an overedged mar 
gin. Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2, but having 
the second or bottom fabric-ply folded on the 
line of the edge-fold Securing Stitches. 
When joining the margins of fabric-plies, it 

has heretofore been the practice to bind the raw 
edges of the plies in separate operations per 
formed either before or after the operation of 
uniting the plies by a line of stitches, after which 
uniting operation the plies were separated and 
opened out on the line of the uniting seam. This 
left the ply-margins in contact with each other, 
thereby rendering it difficult to Open, and iron 
out the seam-margins. In accordance with the 
present invention, the number of operations is 
reduced, the joining seam is strengthened and 
the ironing of the opened out seam-margins is 
greately facilitated. 

Referring to the drawings, the present im 
proved method consists in first binding a raw 
edge of a fabric-ply 2 and, preferably, as il 
lustrated in Fig. 1 by means of a stitched over 
edge seam 3 which may be of a conventional 
type suitable to confine the fabric threads against 
fraying along the edge of the fabric-ply. 
As shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings, the fabric 

ply 2 is then superimposed upon a second fabric 
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2 
ply 4, and the margin of the fabric-ply 2 having 
the overedge seam 3 is folded back so that the 
fold-edge 5 thus formed is substantially parallel 
to and is preferably spaced from the proximate 
raw edge 6 of the fabric-ply 4 a distance sub 
stantially equal to the width of the folded back 
margin of the fabric-ply 2. 
The fold-edge 5 of the fabric-ply 2 is then 

secured to the fabric-ply 4 by a line of stitches 7 
running along and preferably disposed close to 
the fold-edge 5. In the present case, the stitches 

are of the two-thread chain-stitch type, but 
it is to be understood that the present invention 
is not limited to that type of fold-edge securing 
Sea 

The edge 6 of the fabric-ply 4 is bound by 
means, preferably, of a stitched overedge seam 
8 which may also be of a conventional type suit 
able to confine the fabric-threads against fray 
ing along the edge 6. 
The Superimposing of the fabric-plies 2 and 

4, the folding back of the overedged margin of 
the fabric-ply 2, the securing of the edge-fold 5 
to the fabric-ply 4 by the line of stitches 7, and 
the overseaming of the edge 6 of the fabric-ply 
4 are all preferably performed simultaneously, 
or in one operation, by means of a conventional 
three-needle, two-looper chain-stitch sewing ma 
chine having covering-thread laying means. In 
this connection, it may be explained that the 
Stitches are similar to Stitch type 401 and the 
stitches of the overedge seam 8 are similar to 
stitch type 602, both illustrated and described 
in the Federal Standard Stock Catalogue, sec 
tion IV (part 5), and both conventionally pro 
duced by the same sewing machine in one op 
eration. 
Thus it will be understood that the present 

method requires only two seaming operations, 
namely, one operation to make the overedge 
seam 3 and another operation to make the line 
of stitches 7 and the overedge seam 8. Not only 
are the number of operations thereby reduced, 
but the fabric-ply joining seam is greatly 
strengthened by reason of the fact that the line 
of stitches 7 pass through the edge-fold 5. 
The present invention presents the further 

advantage in that when the superimposed plies 
2 and 4 are separated by folding the ply 4 about 
the stitch-line, as illustrated in Fig. 3, the ply 
margins are opened out to an extent permitting 
ready ironing of the ply-joining seam. 

Having thus set forth the nature of the in 
vention, what I claim herein is: 

1. The method of forming an edge-finished 
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and margin-opened joining seam for fabric 
plies, comprising, binding an edge of a ply of 
fabric, folding back upon itself the edge-bound 
margin of that ply and superimposing said ply 
of fabric upon a Second fabric-ply With the fold 
edge of the folded-back and edge-bound nar 
gin Spaced in Wardly from and disposed substan 
tially parallel to an edge of the second ply of fab 
ric, Securing the fold-edge of said folded-back 
margin to the second ply of fabric and simul 
taneously thereWith binding the edge of the sec 
ond fabric-ply proximate to said fold-edge. 

2. The method of forming an edge-finished 
and margin-opened joining seam for fabric-plies, 
comprising, Overedge stitching an edge of a first 
ply of fabric, Superimposing said piy of fabric 
upon a second fabric-ply and folding back upon 
itself the overedge-stitched margin of the first 
fabric-ply to form a fold-edge Spaced inwardly 
from the proximate edge of the second fabric 
ply, securing the folded-back margin to the sec 
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4. 
ond fabric-ply by a line of stitches disposed 
closely adjacent the fold-edge of said folded 
back margin, and overedge stitching said proxi 
mate edge of the second fabric-ply. 

3. The method of forming an edge-finished 
and margin-Opened joining seam for fabric-plies, 
comprising, overedge Stitching an edge of a first 
ply of fabric, folding back upon itself the over 
edged margin of that ply and Superimposing said 
ply of fabric upon a second fabric-ply with the 
fold-edge of the folded-back margin spaced in 
Wardly from an edge of the second fabric-ply a 
distance Substantially equal to the width of the 
folded-back margin, securing the folded-back 
margin to the second fabric-ply by a line of 
Stitches disposed closely adjacent, the fold-edge 
of Said folded-back margin, and overedge stitch 
ing the edge of the second fabric-ply proximate 
to said fold-edge. 

EDWARD IMUECKE. 


