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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HERMANN METZGER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Apparatus for Draw-
ing Beer, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates particularly to appa-

_ratus used for drawing beer directly from the
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keg or barrel, and has special reference to the
bush-and-bung mechanism. '

The principal object of my invention is to
provide a simple, economical, and efficient
bushing. :

A further objeet is to combine therewith
certain elements by which the ordinary fau-
cet of commercial use may be used; and the
invention consists in the features, combina-
tions, and details of eonstruction hereinafter
described and claimed. :

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
representsasectional elevation taken through
the center of a barrel-head, showing my im-
proved bush and plug in position; and Fig. 2,
a-gimilar view showing the plug removed
from the bush and a faucet inserted in oper-
ative position.

In the art to which this invention relates |

it is well known that the thickness of the
staves that form the barrel and the material
that forms the head of the barrel or keg va-
ries considerably, so that when the ordinary
commercial bushings are used in connection
with a thick barrel they leave a recess or
space which rapidly fills with slime. This
slime deteriorates or decomposes and is al-
most impossible to wash out. It also leaves
a disagreeable odor in the barrel and spoils
the quality of the beer.

A further objection in the art is that bush-
ings that are made of full thread to the shoul-
der or the entire length thereof when put in
some barrels expose a portion of the thread,
which also acts as recesses to catch the sedi-
ment and slime from the Dbeer. This sedi-
ment, as above noted, is difficult to remove
and tends to spoil or taint the liquid or beer.
Again, it has long been desired to use the com-
mon ordinary wooden faucet in connection
with metal bungs; but those skilled in the art
have never thought it possible to use such a

fauncet with the peculiar metal form of bush-
ing. Thave discovered, however, that by the
use of certain elements hereinafter described
and peculiarly adapting the fauncet to them
it is possible to use a faucet substantially the
same as the old style in an economical and

| efficient manner with my improved metal

bushing.

Theprincipal objects of my invention,there-
fore,are toremove the objections above noted,
provide an economical and efficient bushing,
and adaptthe ordinary wooden faucet for use
in connection with a metal bushing.

In constructing a bushing in accordance
with my improvements I'make a metal bush
A and provide it with an upper shoulder por-
tion a, that is slightly larger in diameter than
the diameter of the threaded or main portion
a’. Ifurther provide the bush with a portion
«? which is relatively smaller in diameter
than the threaded portion, and which, as here-
inafter described, holds the cork. Interme-
diate these portions the bushing is provided
with a curved portion a®. '

The bush is provided with an axial open-

,ing B, which is largest at the outside, so as

to form an interior shoulder b and an open-
ing ' of smaller diameter. This smaller
opening is practically the plug-opening, in
which a cork C may be fitted, so as to prevent
the liquid in the interior of the barrel—which
interior is marked ¢—from escaping.

To adapt the ordinary faucet D for use in
connection with my improved bush, as shown
in Fig. 2 of the drawings, I make its inner
end d of relatively smaller diameter and pro-
vide a cushioned ring plug E, formed of rub-
ber or similar-material, which is slipped onto
the tapered portion of the plug, so that such
plug may be forced gradually into the bush,
the taper acting to wedge the cushioning-plug
and spread it to such an extent as to firmly
hold the same in place. From experiments I
have found that the faucet will be sustained
in position when the pressure in the inside of
the keg or barrel is indicated at sixty pounds
per square inch.

In operation the faueet, being provided
with its cushioned ring plug, has its small
end inserted so as to contact the cork C. A
quick blow of a hammer or mallet drives the
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cork in and seats the faucet in place, further
inward twisting pressure only aiding to make
a better engagement of the parts.

The advantages of my improvement will be
apparent to those skilled in the art from an
examination of the drawings; but in dilating
on the same it will be seen that I have made
the thread portion of my bushing of a size—
speaking now of the length—Iless than the
thickness of the minimum head of barrel or
stave, so that if it be used in a thin-headed
barrel the curved portion, as at a?, will be
the exposed portion, also the smooth surface
of the inner cork-holding portion of the bush-
ing. If the material of the barrel in which
the bush is inserted be of the maximum thick-
ness, as indicated in the drawings, the bush

will firmly rest against the material, leaving |

10 opening or recess for the catching of the
slimes, &e. :
I elaim—

In apparatus for drawing beer direct from
kegs, &c., a metal bushing provided with a
threaded portion of a length less than the
thickness of the material of the keg in which
it is inserted, a shouldered outer portion for
limiting the insertion of the bushing, a dia-
metrically smaller inner portion adapted to
hold a cork, a curved shoulder portion inter-
mediate the thread and cork-holding portion,
and a shouldered eylindrical axial recess with
its larger opening outward, in combination
with a receptacle having a bush-opening of
corresponding shape as the outer contour of
the bushing and adapted to be tightly and
entirely fitted by such bushing, substantially
as described.

HERMANN, METZGER.

Witnesses:
THOMAS F. SHERIDAN,
TrOMAS B. MCGREGOR.
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