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The present invention relates in general to 
improvements in display advertising devices and 
is more particularly concerned with improve 
ments in mechanically operated illuminated bar 
ber poles. 
The latest type of barber pole in use at the 

present time, consists of a revolvable cylinder of 
fiber or other insulating material which carries 
encircling inert-gas or neon tubes of spiral form 
having correspondingly colored stripes forming 
a background for the tubes and intermediate 
Stripes of white spirally arranged between the 
colored Stripes thereon. 
The foregoing construction has proved ex 

pensive and necessitates the use of a relatively 
high Voltage for the inert gas tubes, thereby 
necessitating additional expense for transformers 
and other equipment. 
With the foregoing in View, the present inven 

tion seeks to provide means for illuminating a 
barber pole in Such a manner as to simulate 
the inert gas or neon tubes heretofore utilized, 
and at the Same time provide a structure which 
is more economical to manufacture, less expen 
sive to operate, and a structure which is not sub 
ject to the liability of breakage or other damage 
as is the case where the inert gas tubes are in 
fact USed. ... . . . . . . . . . . ". . . 

A further object of the invention resides in the 
provision of an attractively illuminated display 
device embodying spirally arranged stripes, the 
convolutions of which are alternately arranged 
as to color and are SO Constructed as to simulate 
the effect of illuminated inert-gas tubes. 
A further object of the invention is the pro 

vision of an illuminated barber pole having novel 
means for simulating the effect of “neon tubes' 
in the illumination thereof. 
Another object is to provide a sheet of mate 

rial of Such construction as to enable it to be 
easily and readily utilized as a stock item to re 
place the paint on the ordinary barber pole cyl 
inder, whereby the cylinder may be made to 
simulate the use of inert-gas or neon tubes. 

Still another object of the present invention 
resides in the provision of a novel sheet of mate 
rial which is adapted for mounting on a re 
voluble Support to simulate the effect of a revolv 
able cylinder having illuminated neon tubes 
thereon. 

It is also an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved illuminated and revolvable 
cylinder for barber poles. 

In accordance with the general features of the 
present invention, it is proposed to provide as a 

Stock item, a strip of flexible transparent ma 
terial Such as cellulose acetate or the like and 
paint thereon parallel stripes of red, white and 
blue. These stripes should be painted with a 
relatively heavy pigment color and should be 5 
translucent to the passage of light therethrough. 
Over the colored stripes there is then placed a 
backing of black paint or other fairly heavy pig 
ment material, this backing being So placed rela 
tive to the color stripes as to mask the marginal 
portions of the respective stripes and leave an 
unmasked Central portion in each of the stripes, 
With this arrangement, it will be apparent that 
this strip of material may be easily spiralled to 
form a cylinder such as used in barber poles and 
the like. In forming the cylinder from the strip 
stock, it is preferable to spirally wind the strip 
so that the cellulose acetate layer will form the 
Outer surface of the cylinder, and the layers of 
paint forming the colored stripes will be dis 
posed on the inside of the cylinder. The cylin 
der so formed may be mounted in any suitable 
manner for rotative movement and in practice 
would be surrounded by the usual glass casing 
such as now contained in barber poles of the 
herein described type. 
With the construction just described, the col 

Ored stripes when Viewed from the exterior of 
the cylinder, present stripes having a substan 
tially homogeneous color when illuminated from 
the exterior of the cylinder, as when the device 
is operating in daylight. 
At night, when the device is to be illuminated 

from a source of illumination placed within the 
cylinder, the Stripes when viewed from the ex 
terior of the cylinder will have brilliant central 
portions and less brilliant margins, thus simulat 
ing in effect the use of neon or inert-gas tubes. 
The present invention has been found to be 

particularly advantageous in its use in connec 
tion with a barber pole, in that it not only simu 
lates the red and blue inert-gas tubes as used at 
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the present time, but also produces a white stripe 
simulating an inert-gas tube. Such a result is 
not attainable With the present structures uti- 45 
lizing inert-gas tubes, due to the difficulty of 
being able to produce an inert-gas tube which 
Will emit a, white light. 
Other objects and features of this invention 

will more fully appear from the following de- 50 
tailed description taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawing, which illustrates a single 
embodiment thereof, and in which 

Figure 1 is a view in elevation of a barber pole 
embodying the present invention; 55 
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Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary section 

of the revolvable cylinder of the barber pole, 
showing the appearance of the stripes when 
viewed from and illuminated from the exterior 
of the cylinder; 

Figure 3 is a similar view showing the appear 
ance of the stripes on the cylinder, when viewed 
from the exterior of the cylinder, but illuminated 
from the interior thereof; 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary section of the cylin 
der as viewed from the interior thereof; 

Figure 5 is a section taken through a flat Strip 
of material used in the construction of the cylin 
der, this section being taken at right angles to 
the colored stripes thereon; and 

Figure 6 is a plan view of a strip of stock mate 
rial constructed in accordance With the herein 
described invention. 
AS ShoWn. On the drawing: 
In the drawing, we have illustrated in Figure 1 

the application of our invention to the usual type 
of barber pole case having a lower frame portion 
O which serves as a housing for the motor mech 

anism for revolving a rotatably mounted cylinder 
f having the usual red, white and blue stripes 
thereon. The upper portion of the case is pro 
vided with an illuminated housing 2. Between 
the upper and lower portions of the case and Sur 
rounding the rotatably mounted cylinder, there 
may be provided the usual fixed cylindrical glass 
Case 3. 
The illustrated barber pole is ordinarily 

mounted in a conspicuous place close to or ad 
jacent the barber shop. The rotatably mounted 
cylinder is viewed from the exterior thereof, and 
during the daytime when there is sufficient out 
side light, the surface of the cylinder presents a 
plurality of red, white and blue spirally formed 
stripes of homogeneous colors. At night, or when 
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there is insufficient light, to illuminate the ex 
terior of the cylinder, the cylinder is illuminated 
from Within by means of Suitably disposed incan 
descent lamps 4, shown in dotted lines, or the 
like. 
When the cylinder is illuminated from the in 

terior Source of illumination, the appearance of 
the stripes will be as shown in Figure 3 as com 
pared to the appearance of the stripes under ex 
ternal illumination as ShoWn in Figure 2. In 
Figure 2 it Will be noted that the Stripes are each 
homogeneous in color, Whereas in Figure 3 the 
stripes have a light or brilliant central portion 
which is bordered by Shaded or darker lateral 
margins, this simulating in effect the results ob 
tained by the use of inert-gas or neon tubes. 
The stock material, as shown on Figure 6, for 

use in the rotatable cylinder comprises a strip of 
flexible transparent material Such as cellulose 
acetate or the like which is generally indicated at 
5 in Figure 5. One surface of this strip is 

painted with translucent paint to define red, 
White and blue stripes as indicated respectively 
at 6, 7 and 8. In the application of the paint 
defining these stripes, it has been found prefer 
able to first apply the red and blue stripes, Which 
are allowed to dry. The White paint is then ap 
plied between the red and blue stripes and over 
the marginal portions of the red and blue Stripes, 
leaving the central portion 9 extending longi 
tudinally of the red and blue stripes and which 
is free from the white paint. The white paint 
is then covered by a relatively heavy pigmented 
black translucent paint as indicated at 20. 
Where the black paint is extended over the mar 
ginal portions of the white stripe 7 which is 

visible from the uncovered Surface of the cellu 
lose acetate, the inner marginal edges of the black 
paint associated with the White stripe are termi 
nated so as to leave a longitudinally extending 
central portion 2 of unmasked white paint. In 5 
the case of the red and blue stripes, the White 
paint and the black paint cooperate to mask the 
marginal edges thereof. 
With the arrangement just described, it will be 

evident, that, when the strip of stock material is 10 
viewed from its covered side, as shown in Figures 
4 and 5, there will be a central longitudinally ex 
tending portion in each stripe which is not 
masked by the black and White paint. When a 
cylinder formed from this stock material with 15 
the unpainted side of the cellulose acetate layer 
disposed outermost and the painted side thereof 
innermost, and is illuminated from the Outside, 
the stripes will appear as shown in Figure 2 to 
be of homogeneous colors. On the other hand, 20 
When the cylinder is illuminated from the inside, 
the stripes take On the appearance as shown in 
Figure 3, where the central portions of each stripe. 
are more brilliantly illuminated by the light paSS 
ing therethrough than the marginal portions of 25 
the stripe Which are masked as explained above. 
The marginal portions of these Stripes when 
illuminated from the interior of the cylinder are 
shown at 6a, 7a and 8a respectively. 
From the foregoing, it will be apparent that 30 

this invention provides an improved material for 
use in the Construction of the rotatable cylinder 
of a barber pole; which may be economically 
and inexpensively produced; Which Will Simulate 
the effect of illumination from inert-gas or neon 35 
tubes; and which is not subject to the liability of 
breakage, damage or other objections attending 
the use of neon tubes. 
NoW, it is, of course, to be understood that al 

though We have described in detail the preferred 40 
embodiment of our invention, the invention is not 
to be thus limited, but only insofar as defined by 
the scope and Spirit of the appended claims. 
We claim aS Our invention: 
1. As an article of manufacture, a strip of cel- 45 

lulose acetate having alternately disposed stripes 
of translucent coloring matter thereon, and mask 
ing stripes of relatively highly pigmented ma 
terial Overlying the marginal portions of the 
translucent stripes. 50 

2. As an article of manufacture, a flexible strip 
having a transparent surface, alternately dis 
posed translucent stripes on said surface, and 
Spaced Stripes overlying and masking the margi 
nal portions of the translucent stripes. 55 

3. As an article of manufacture, a flexible strip 
having a transparent surface, alternately dis 
posed translucent stripes of different colors on 
Said Surface with their lateral margins overlap 
ping, and other stripes in staggered relation to 60 
the translucent Stripes, said other stripes extend 
ing Over the marginal portions of the translu 
cent Stripes to define less translucent marginal 
portions in said translucent stripes. 

4. As an article of manufacture, a flexible trans- 65 
parent strip having a plurality of alternately 
disposed differently colored stripes of translu 
cent material thereon, and a highly pigmented 
material applied Over the marginal portions of 70 
said stripes to produce leSS translucent areas. 

5. In a barber pole, a rotatably mounted cyl 
inder, said cylinder being formed by securing in 
a spiral, a single stock strip of transparent flex 
ible material having a plurality of translucent 75 
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colored stripes extending in parallel relationship 
to the lateral edges of said strip, each of said 
stripes having its marginal portions masked with 
a highly pigmented material and a longitudinally 
extending unmasked central portion, whereby 
the cylinder, when illuminated from within, pre 
sents the effect of spirally extending illuminated 
inert gas tubes. 

6. As an article of manufacture, a stock strip 
Comprising a strip of a translucent flexible me 
dium, a plurality of colored stripes extending lon 
gitudinally of said medium parallel to its lateral 
edges, each of said stripes having its marginal 
portions masked with a highly pigmented mate 
rial to define a central unmasked portion ex 
tending longitudinally of each stripe. 

3 
7. As an article of manufacture, a stock strip 

adapted to be spirally wound with its edges abut 
ting to form a cylinder Such as used in barber 
poles having alternately disposed colored stripes 
extending spirally of the cylinder, said stock 
strip comprising a base strip of flexible trans 
parent material, alternately disposed translucent 
stripes on a surface of said material, and masking 
stripes extending over adjoining marginal por 
tions of the translucent stripes, such masking 
stripes having their contiguous edges in spaced 
relation to define unmasked central portions in 
the respective translucent stripes extending lon 
gitudinally thereof. 

JOHN R. EMMERT. 
ARTHUR. H. SCHWADES. 
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