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This invention relates to a new device for preventing 
or foiling attempts of burglars to enter buildings, more 
especially residences. 
A method frequently employed by burglars, or house 

breakers, to effect entry is to select an outer door hidden, 
if possible, from a street or other houses, such as a kitchen 
or basement door, which usually has glass in the upper 
part, and to break or cut out an opening in a light large 
enough to put the hand through. It is then an easy mat 
ter to put the hand inside and unlock the door by means 
of the key usually left in the lock, or to merely turn the 
knob if the lock is of the type wherein the bolt is actuated 
by a button in the inside knob or by a key inserted from 
the outside into a key hole in the outer knob. If the lock 
is of this latter type the inserted hand can easily release 
the latch by means of the button and then turn the knob 
from the inside or the outside. 
A particular object therefore of the present invention, 

in the light of the foregoing, is to provide, in a manner 
as hereinafter set forth, a new and novel means whereby, 
even though access may be had to the inner side of a 
door by breaking out, or cutting out a part of a glass 
pane, it will not be possible for any person to gain entry 
into a residence or other building by the manner stated. 

Another object of the invention is to provide, in a man 
ner as hereinafter set forth, a new and novel means where 
by a person making a hand opening in a door in the 
manner stated, or in any other manner, will be unable 
to grasp the door knob whereby to force the turning of 
the same by hand or by an applied implement. 

Another object of the invention is to provide, in a man 
ner as hereinafter set forth, a device for preventing 
the unauthorized entry into a dwelling in the manner 
above stated, which is readily applicable to the door knob 
without making any changes or alterations in the door or 
lock structure and which may be applied and removed 
without marring or otherwise injuring the door hardware. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
device of the character stated which is so constructed that 
it may be applied to the knob of an automatically locking 
fixture whereby all outside doors may each be equipped 
with the invention and the homeowner needs only to 
close behind him the door by which he leaves with the 
assurance that that door as well as all other outside 
doors of his house cannot be entered. 
The foregoing and possibly other objects are attained 

by the provision of a casing formed to be slipped over 
the door knob to completely enclose the same and extend 
toward the face of the door around the shaft on which 
the knob is carried. This casing is formed to have ex 
tended transversely through it, an elongate substantially 
U-shaped yoke, the legs of which straddle the knob shaft 
behind the knob. Means, such as a padlock, is then 
applied to one or both legs of the yoke to prevent with 
drawing the yoke and the legs of the yoke prevent the 
casing from being slid off the knob. 
The padlock may be attached to one or both free ends 

of the legs of the yoke by passing the link or hook of 
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the lock through an opening in one leg or through open 
ings in both legs. Where the lock is connected to a leg, 
or to the legs, of the yoke the casing will be free to turn 
on the knob but cannot come off and thus a grasp cannot 
be obtained of the knob to turn it. Where it may be 
desired to secure the casing against turning a screw eye 
is secured in the door below the knob to be positioned 
between the free ends of the yoke legs so that the hook 
or link of the padlock may be passed through the screw 
eye also. By this means the padlock may be retained 
against movement and thus make it difficult for a house 
breaker to pick the lock. 

In the case of a door having a key-hole below the knob 
the link or hook of the padlock may be run through the 
head of the key, which is conventionally in the form 
of a ring, and thus the twofold object will be attained 
of preventing the turning of the casing with the yoke 
and padlock and also preventing the pushing of the key 
out of the keyhole from the outside. 
The invention will be best understood from the follow 

ing detailed description taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawing forming a part of the specification 
with the understanding that the invention is not confined 
to a strict conformity with the showing of the drawing 
but may be changed or modified so long as such changes 
or modifications mark no material departure from the 
salient features of the invention as defined by the ap 
pended claims. 

In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a portion of the 

inner side of a door showing the device of the present 
invention in perspective and applied to the door knob 
or handle. 

Figure 2 is a central longitudinal section taken sub 
stantially on the line 2-2 of Figure 1, the door knob 
being in elevation. 

Figure 3 is a cross sectional view taken on the line 
3-3 of Figure 2. 

Figure 4 is a perspective view illustrating the use of 
the device in association with a door key. 

Referring now more particularly to the drawing, the 
reference character "D' generally designates a door hav 
ing window panes, a portion of one only of which is shown 
and designated 10. 
The numeral 12 designates the door knob, carried by 

the shaft 14, the face plate surrounding the shaft and 
secured to the door, being designated 15. 
The type or style of door handle or knob here illus 

trated is that wherein the locking mechanism is actuated 
by a key inserted in a key-slot in the outer knob (not 
shown) while such mechanism is operated from the in 
side for locking or unlocking the door by the button. 16. 

This type of lock requires no key-hole in the door be 
low the knob, but the present invention is equally well 
adapted for use on the key-hole type of lock, and, in fact, 
has some additional advantages, as it may be connected 
with the key, when the latter is left on the inside, in the 
key-hole, as hereinafter described. 
The invention generally embodies three essential parts, 

comprising a cylinder, or casing 20, a yoke 21 and a 
padlock 22, though a fourth part in the form of a screw 
eye 24, may be used in association with the essential 
three. 
The cylinder, or casing 20, comprises the cylindrical 

one-piece wall 25 which is closed at one end by the solid 
end wall 26. 
The cylinder is of the proper inside diameter to re 

ceive the knob 12, and is of the proper length to abut at 
its open inner end the face of the door, without the end 
wall 26 striking the latch control button 16. 
The wall 25 has formed therethrough opposite pairs 

of slots or openings. The openings forming one pair on 
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one side are designated 27 and the openings forming 
the other and opposite, pair, are designated 28. The 
openings of each pair are spaced apart in the circum 
ferential direction of the cylindrical wall and the spacing 
is at least as great, or greater, than the diameter of the 
knob shaft 14 for the purpose about to be described. 
The yoke 21 is here shown as comprising a single 

piece of strap iron, steel, or other suitable material, 
which is formed in a U shape to provide the two spaced 
parallel legs 29 and the cross connection 30 therebe 
tween. The spacing between the legs 29 is in corres 
pondence with the spacing between the slots of each pair 
and the length of each slot is such as to Snugly receive 
the width of the legs 29, which are inserted therethrough 
to extend across the width of the cylinder, as shown. 
Obviously, therefore, the slots 27 are in line transversely 
of the cylinder to permit this. 
As is also shown the yoke legs 29 are of a length 

materially greater than the diameter of the cylindrical 
casing 20, and each leg 29 has formed therethrough ad 
jacent to its end, an eye 31, which is distanced from the 
cross connection so as to lie outside the cylinder when 
the yoke legs are extended through the receiving slots 
27 and 28. 
The slots 27 and 28 are also so positioned with respect 

to the length of the casing, or to the rear open end 
thereof, as to lie inwardly from, or behind, the knob 12 
when the casing is in place so that when the yoke legs 
are extended through the transversely aligned pairs of 
slots 27 and 28, they will straddle the knob shaft 14, 
behind the knob as shown. 

After the casing has been placed in position on the 
knob, as it is illustrated and the yoke has been con 
nected therewith by extending the legs through the slots, 
the lock 22 is attached. 
The lock 22 here shown is one of any number of 

types which may be employed, and accordingly it is to 
be understood that in showing and describing this par 
ticular type or style, there is no intention to limit the 
invention in any respect as it will be readily obvious that 
the only requirement is of a lock having an element of 
suitable form to pass through one or both of the eyes 
3 in the yoke legs 29. 
The lock here shown comprises the body 32 having 

openings or passages 33 to receive the shanks 34 forming 
the side members of a U-shaped bolt or hook, general 
ly designated 35. This lock is of a common well known 
type, being used principally as a bicycle lock, and ac 
cordingly it is not believed that a more detailed descrip 
tion is required for an understanding of its use as a part 
of this invention. 

Another type of lock which may be employed is the 
common padlock where the hook or bolt is also of U 
form but has one shank or leg slidably and pivotally 
permanently coupled with the lock body while the other, 
and shorter, shank, or leg, is movable into and out of an 
opening in the body. When this type of lock is em 
ployed the hook shank need be engaged only through 
the eye 31 or one leg 29. 

In the application of the safety device to a door knob 
it will be apparent, from the foregoing description that 
after the casing has been slipped over the door knob, 
the yoke 2 is applied by extending the legs through the 
aligned opposite pairs of slots 27 and 28. 
The leg eyes 31 will thus be exposed at the side of 

the casing opposite from the cross connection 30. 
The lock 22 is then applied by extending one shank 

34 either through one eye 31, in which case the lock 
would hang down from the end of the yoke leg, or by 
running the shank across between the legs through both 
eyes 31, in which latter case, after the locking coupling 
is established between the two shanks 34 and the body 
32, the lock will lie horizontally as shown when the yoke 
is positioned with the legs hanging down. 

With the device applied to a door knob in the manner 
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4. 
thus far described it will be seen that the shaft 14 of the 
door knob will be loosely engaged between the legs 29 
of the yoke, which legs are behind and may engage the 
rear of the knob 12. Thus the casing cannot be with 
drawn from the knob although it would be free to turn 
thereon. Accordingly any attempt to turn the knob, or 
to get at it, so that it could be turned, would be foiled. 
As an additional feature, to block or make difficult, 

any attempt of an intruder to get a key into the lock 
with which to release it, there is secured or fixed in the 
body of the door, an anchor eye, here shown as the 
screw-eye 24, the screw 36 of which is fixed so that the 
eye or head 38, will be so positioned that when the yoke 
legs 29 are in hanging position, the head 38 will be 
located between the ends of the yoke legs and the leg 
eyes 31 and the eye of the screw-eye head will be in 
line, so that the shank 34 of the lock bolt may be passed 
therethrough. By positioning the lock so that the end 
of the body in which the key-hole (not shown) is formed, 
will be directed toward and across the adjacent edge of 
the door, it will be seen that a person putting his hand 
through an opening in the window would have difficulty 
fitting a key in the lock. 
Where the present invention is applied to a door knob 

forming a part of a door lock mechanism of an older 
type in which there is a key-hole below the knob, and 
in which key-hole the key is usually left, the device 
may be coupled with the key to prevent the latter being 
pushed from the key-hole, from the outside of the door. 
Door keys of the older type door lock mechanisms 

universally have flat heads of open or ring formation 
which would be located approximately in the position of 
the head 38 of the screw eye 24. Accordingly the pad 
lock hook may be engaged through one or both leg eyes 
31, and the ring of the key head; or through the key 
head ring and one leg eye only. 

Fig. 4 shows the application of the safety device to a 
door knob of the older type lock mechanism referred to. 

Here in this Fig. 4, the door body is designated D1. 
The knob is not shown, but below the knob is the key 
hole 40, in which is shown a conventional key 41 having 
a ring head 42. 
The ring head 42 of the key 41, lies between the ends 

of the hanging yoke legs 29, the ring opening being in 
line with the eyes 35 of the yoke legs. 
The numeral 43 generally designates the type of the 

padlock herein before referred to, in which the hook 44 
is permanently coupled by one shank with the body but 
movable outwardly and rotatable so that the end of the 
other and shorter shank may be passed through a ring 
or other opening. In the use of such a padlock the end 
of the hook is engaged through the eye 31 of one yoke 
leg and through the head of the key as shown. Thus, the 
two-fold object is attained of securing the knob covering 
casing against movement and securing the door key so 
that it cannot be pushed out of the key-hole. 
While in the illustrations of the device and in the 

description, the yoke 21 has been shown and described as 
formed of flat material, it is to be understood that 
the invention is not to be considered as limited to the 
use of material of this form, since material of any other 
form suitable for the attainment of the desired objects 
obviously may be employed. 

Also it is understood that the invention is not limited 
in the character of the materials which may be used for 
the cylindrical casing or the yoke. 

It will be seen from the foregoing description and 
illustrations that there is provided by the present inven 
tion a safety device which is of relatively simple cor 
struction and may be economically produced an inex 
pensively marketed and which will very effectively pro 
tect homes and other buildings while the occupants are 
away, against entry by sneak thieves in the manner fre 
quently resorted to, as described. 
The protective device can be easily and quickly placed 



2,883,850 
9 

in position for use and removed without in any way 
altering the form or construction of the door or the lock 
mechanism. 
While the illustration of the casing 20 shows a cylindri 

cal body 25 having an end wall 26 as a separate mem 
ber seamed thereof, it is to be understood that the casing 
is not limited to the construction shown as it is within 
Scope of the present invention to use a drawn or one 
piece casing in which the circular wall 25 and end wall 
26 may be formed in one piece. 

claim: 
1. A locking device for the purpose described com 

prising a cylinder of an inside diameter slightly larger 
than the major diameter of a door knob and of a length 
greater than the length of a door knob and shaft from 
the face of the door to the end of the knob, said cylinder 
having one end closed and the other end open, said 
cylinder further having pairs of slot openings in the side 
wall thereof and in alignment transversely thereof, an 
elongate U-shaped yoke of flat strap material having 
spaced legs free at their ends and formed for extension 
through said aligned openings transversely through the 
cylinder, the material between the legs substantially con 
forming to the surface of the cylinder and adapted to 
tie thereon, the legs being of a length greater than the 
diameter of the cylinder, and at least one leg having an 
aperture therethrough near the free end thereof pro 
viding a means whereby said yoke may be secured by 
at least one leg against withdrawal from said opening 
by engagement of a locking agent in said aperture. 

2. In combination with a door and an inside knob 
joined thereto by a shaft, the knob having a lock con 
trolling button thereon, an elongate cylindrical shield 
having an open end to receive the knob and shaft and 
closed at its other end to cover and shield said button, the 
cylinder being of such length that when in such shielding 
position the open end will abut the door, the cylinder hav 
ing two pairs of openings in the side wall, the openings 
of one pair being aligned transversely of the cylinder with 
the opposite pair, an elongate substantially U-shaped 
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yoke having spaced legs extending across the cylinder 
through the aligned pairs of openings in straddling re 
lation with said shaft and engaging the knob on the door 
side thereof, and means secured to a free end of a leg 
for preventing withdrawal of the yoke legs from said 
openings whereby removal of the cylinder and access to 
the button is prevented. 

3. The invention according to claim 2, with means 
coupling the last means with the side of the door from 
which the knob projects for preventing turning of the 
cylinder on the knob. 

4. The invention according to claim 2, wherein said 
last means comprises a lock having an element thereof 
passing through an aperture in an end portion of one 
leg of the yoke. 

5. The invention according to claim 2, with means 
for coupling the last means to the door preventing turn 
ing of the cylinder on the knob comprising a member 
carried by the door below the cylinder and having an 
apertured terminus disposed between the ends of the 
legs, at least one of said legs having an aperture there 
through, and a padlock having a movable element adapted 
to be passed through said leg aperture and through said 
apertured terminus. 

6. The invention according to claim 2, with a screw 
eye secured in the body of the door between the ends of 
the yoke legs, said yoke legs having apertures there 
through in line with one another and with the eye of the 
screw, and a padlock having a hasp adapted to be 
passed through the aligned apertures and screw eye. 
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