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This invention relates to improvements in bot-

tle holders, and particularly to a holder for an
infant’s nursing bottle.
" The primary object of the invention is to pro-
vide a device of this character which is adapted
to fit loosely around the body of an infant in
a comfortable firmly supported position and with-
out danger of injuring the infant, so that no fixed
anchorage is required therefor. .

A further object is to provide a device of this
character which is readily adjustable and is
adapted to be supported and positioned at the
infant’s chest in such a manner that the infant
is free to move both his body and his head with-
out danger of spilling or releasing the bottle.

A further object is to provide g device of this
character which is simple in construction, easy to
use, light in weight and inexpensive to manufac-
ture.

A further object is to provide a device of this 4

character with novel means for adjusting the
same in desired operative position.

A further object is to provide a device of this
character with novel means for gripping a bottle

firmly and without danger of breakage, and in ;

which a bottle may be mounted rapidly and easily.

Other objects will be apparent from the follow-
ing description.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is a front view of the device.

Fig. 2 is a top view of the device.

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary end view of the device.

Referring to the drawing, which illustrates one
embodiment of the invention, the numeral 19
designates a support upon which a clamp 12 is
mounted adjustably, said clamp being adapted to
mount a conventional nursing bottle 14.

The support 1) comprises a pair of rigid elon-
gated plates of substantial width each having a
substantially flat inner portion 16 and an outer
end portion 18 bent in substantially J-form on a
curve of a radius to fit around the sides of the
chest of an infant. The portions 18 may be
curved on a radius in the order of from 3 inches to
4 inches, and is of an extent greater than 90°
and preferably less than 180°. These dimensions
are illustrative only, it being contemplated that
the portions 18 need not be of arcuate form, and
that they will fit around an infant’s chest in
a manner to permit the portions 15, when super-
imposed as illustrated, to rest flat upon the chest
and to be held against tilting by the fitting of
the parts {8 at the sides of the chest. In this
connection, it is preferable that the members 18
be susceptible of slight bending and reshaping as
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may be necessary or desirable to fit them com-
fortably to a given infant. The plates may be
formed of any suitable material, such as sheet
metal or plastic material. - Stops 20 are formed
at the ends of the flat portions 1§, that on the
uppermost part projecting from the upper face
and that on the lower part projecting from its
bottom face.

A sheet metal retainer fits around the flat por-

. tions 18 of the support and includes a central flat

part or top wall 22 bearing in face engagement
with the top face of the uppermost part 16, side
walls 24 extending along the sides of the super-
imposed parts of the support, and inturned bottom

- flanges 28. The retainer is of g size and shape

adapted to hold the parts 16 of the support in su-~
perimposed parallel relation and to permit longi-
tudinal sliding of said parts relative to each other
and to said retainer. The projections 20 are posi-
tioned tc engage the ends of the retainer when
the parts are extended, and thereby prevent dis-
assembly. One or more tabs or ears 28 are struck
from the top wall 22 of the retainer and extend
in planes perpendicular thereto and to the side
walls 24. The ears have a central aperture
formed therein.

The clamp 12 is preferably formed from a pair
of clamp arms 30 and 32 which are preferably
formed from stiff material having some resilience,
for example, sheet metal or plastic material. The
arms have inner straight runs 34 which are piv-
oted at their end portions to the ears 28 by
suitable means, such as a screw 86 and a thumb
nut 38. As best seen in Fig, 3, the runs 34 are
pivoted off-center with respect to the transverse
dimension thereof, and the lower edges of said
arms have a cam shape at 40, so that said cam
edge will bear firmly against the top wall 22 of
the retainer or the surface of the uppermost part
16, when said clamp is positioned at an angle to
the perpendicular for use.

The intermediate portions of the arms are pref-
erably apertured and, if desired or necessary to
afford the required gripping action of the arms,
suitable means may be provided to hold the arms
together. Such means are here illustrated as a
screw or bolt 44 extending freely through opposed
apertures and mounting a thumb nut 46. A coil
spring £8 encircles the bolt at one end and serves
to urge the arms together. The outer ends or
jaws 80 of the arms 30, 32 are bent outwardly in
substantially U-shape longitudinally thereof and
in a manner conforming to the shape of and to
firmly grip the bottle 4. Rubber pads 52 are ad~
hered or otherwise secured to the inner faces of
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the gripping jaws 50 for non-slipping engage-
ment with the botitle (4.

The use of the device is readily apparent. The
support is extensible by sliding the parts 16 out-
wardly relative to the retainer to facilitate posi-
tioning thereof upon and around the infant’s
chest, and then is contracted to position the
bent portions 18 snugly against the sides of the
infant, but without requiring the application of
pressure upon the body. By virtue of the breadth

10

of the parts of the support, for example, a width _

of from two to three inches, the support has
substantial bearing engagement with the front
and sides of the infant’s chest, and hence is stable
in its position. Therefore, the device may be used

15

in' any location, and it is not necessary that the .

infant lie in some exact position relative to a

. support or other member as is required with

previous devices which must be mounted or an-
chored to a crib or the like. ~ : :

" The ‘angle of the arms 28 and 32 is readily
adjustable ‘to position the bottle with its nipple
at or adjacent to the infant’s mouth. In this
connection, the peint along the length of the

" bottle- at which the bottle is engaged by the

gripping jaws may be varied to acccmmodate
variations in the angular position of the arms
30, 32, and therefore a substantial range of ad-
justment -is obtained. The bottle need not be
clamped by the application of great pressure. by
the jaws 50, inasmuch as a light pressure by the
padded jaws will prevent slippage of the bottle
and its release or displacement by the infant.
Likewise, by virtue of the cam edges 43, the arms
will remain in any angular position in which
they are set, and a tight frictional grip by the
screw and nut arrangement 28, 38 is not neces-
sary as long as lateral play or looseness at the
pivot joint is avoided. This permits change of
angular position without necessity of manipulat-
ing the nut 38. A further advantage is that the
child may move without disturbing the device,
and can turn his head. Also, there is enough
play so that a child can grip the bottle and pull
it to -him a slight extent without disturbing or
endangering the supporting function of the de-
vice.

It will be understood that, while the device
here illustrated and described is preferred, it may
be embodied in other forms within the spirit
of the invention and the scope of the claims.

I claim:

1. A bottle holder adapted to support a bottle
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for a nursing infant, comprising a pair of J-
shaped parts having their shank portions super-
imposed and  their curved portions arranged
oppositely, said parts having broad supporting

surfaces, a retainer fitting around and slidably

receiving said shank. portions and including a
part perpendicular to said shanks, and an elon-
gated clamp pivoted to the perpendicular part
of said retainer and adapted to be positioned
in any selected angular position.

2. A bottle holder adapted to support a bottle
for a nursing infant, comprising a pair 'of J-
shaped parts having their shank portions super-
imposed and their curved portions arranged op-
positely; said parts having broad supporting sur-
faces, a retainer slidably receiving said shank
portions and including & wide plate bearing

-against the cutermost shank portion, return bent

flanges projecting from the opposite sides of said
plate and embracing said shank portions and
ears extending perpendicularly outwardly from
said plate, an elongated clamp pivotally mounted
on said retainer ears and frictionally clamped

‘thereon to be positioned in any selected angular

position, and means for limiting sliding move-
ment of said shank portions relative to said re-
tainer. :

. 3. A bottle holder comprising a pair of broad
elongated rigid plates having flat superimposed
portions and bent end portions, a refainer fitting
slidably around said superimposed portions and
having a projection perpendicular thereto and
to said plates, a pair of rigid elongated arms
each having an outwardly off-set jaw portion at
one end, means pivotally connecting and clamp-.
ing the opposed ends of said arms to said projec-
tion, one of said arms having an eccentric portion
at its pivoted end adapted to bear against said
retainer in selected angular positions, and means
for drawing said arms toward each other.
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