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My invention relates
means, and particularly to an anchor adapt-
ed to seat behind a crotched limb for securing
a line which supports another limb of the
tree.

An object of the invention is the provision
of a branch supporting means which supports
one limb from ancther of the same tree.

Another object of my invention is the pro-
*vigionr of branch supporting means which
do not injure the tree, and which are easily
applied or removed.

Another object of this invention is the
provision of branch supporting means which

% do not interfere with the cultivation of the

soil.

The invention possesses other objects and
features of advantage, some of which, with
the foregoing, will he set forth in the fol-
* lowing description of my invention. It is
to be understood that I do not limit myself
to this diselosure of species of my invention,
as T mav adopt variant embodiments thereof
~within the scope of the claims.

Referring to the drawings:

Figure 1 is & pevspective view of the pre-
ferred form of my invention and shows the
method of securing the line to the anchor.

Figure 2 is a perspective view of another
“ embodiment of the invention.

Fignre 3 is a plan view showing a modifica-
tion of the anchor of my invention.

Tigure 4 is a vertical sectional view taken
on the line 44 of Figure 3.

Broadly my invention comprises a plate
adapted to be placed behind a crotched limb
to serve as an anchor to which one end of
a line may be secured, while the other end of
the line is attached to the limb to be sup-
norted.

Considerable difficulty is experienced by
ovchardists in provpping up trees, particular-
Iv fruit trees during the bearing season, to
prevent imbs from breaking, either from
weight of fruit or because of heavy winds.
Meany  devices have been suggested but
nothing entively satisfactory has been de-
valoped. Ground props stuck under the imbs
are satisfactory as long as the wind does not
blow, but they interfere with the cultivation

to tree supporting

of the soil. Supporting one limb by tying
it to other limbs of the tree is more satis-
factory, but frequently causes injury to the
trees and is not extensively used for that
reason. The anchor of my invention is de- 85
signed to overcome the objectionable fea-
tures found in this latter method of support-
ing limbs. ;

In greater detail the anchor of my inven-
tion comprises a plate 2 of any desired shape, 6¢
such as round or square, and made of wood.
metal or any other suitable material. This
plate is adapted to seat behind a crotched
limb and is held in that position by a line
3 suitably secured to the plate. The line may 66
be a rope, wire or cable and must be strong
enough to support the weight of a limb.
The line is preferably secured to the anchor
by passing thru the aperture 4 provided
adjacent the center of the anchor and is held ¥
in that position by a knot 6 tied in the end.

To apply the device to a tree the anchor
with the line attached is lifted by means of
a forked stick or any other suitable imple-
ment and placed as high up in the tree as
possible on the outside of a forked or erotched
limb. - When the line is pulled the anchor
settles snugly behind the crotch with the line
extending thru the crotch toward the cen-
ter of the tree. The limb to be supported
is then lifted to the desired position and
the lower end of the line secured to it by
another anchor if there be a convenient crotch,
or by a snitable stirrup or other means. .

It is practically impossible to accidentally
disengage the anchor yet it may be quickly
released by loosening the line and giving it a
sharp flip. It is installed or removed with-
out the necessity of using a ladder or climb-
ing into the tree, and causes no inconvenience
in the cultivation of the soil below the
branches.

In some instances where a fairly heavy rope
is being used for a line, the form of anchor
shown in Figure 2 will be found preferable as
it will take less time to slip the rope into
the slot 7, than. it would to thread it thru the
aperture 4 shown in Figure 1.

In Figures 3 and 4 I have shown another
form of the invention in which the anchor

!
el

-y

5

@*

0

b4

5

90

100



2 ‘ 1,852,378

8 is made of non-rusting metal having round-
ed peripheral edges 9 which are placed next
to the tree to prevent cutting: or bruising.
The edge of the aperture 11 is also rounded
s to protect the rope or cable passing thru
it and terminating in a knot on the concave
side of the-anchor. This form:of anchor Jasts
indefinitely -and may, if desired be left nithe
tree all the time, particularly if the line is
1 a wire or cable of similar metal.

I claim:

1. A branch anchor comprising a ,plate
adapted to seat behind the fork of a crotched
limb, and a line secured ¢o said plate and

i> adapted to pass thru the crotch to a limb
to be supported.

2. A branch anchor comprising a plate
having an :aperture -therein :and adapted ‘to
seat behind s cerotched limb, and a line knot-

2t ted in:said.aperture, said line being adapted
to pass thru said .erotch to:alimb-to besup-
ported.

3. A branch anchor comprising -a plate
having a slotted :aperture itherein, and adapt-

25 ed to:seat behind:a.crotched dimb,-and a-rope
in -said slot -and terminating in :a knot ad-
jacent thereto, said rope being adapted to

pass thru said crotch to-a limb %e be:suppert-

od. . 7 S

s 4, A branch anchor :comprising a circu-
lar plate having rounded edges to prevent
bruising the tree, said plate being adapted
to sseat behind a crotched limb, :and a line
passing ‘thru and terminuting in a knot on

35 the :concave side of said plate, and ;adapted
to pass thru said cratch to a limb to be:sup-
ported. :

5. A ‘branch ancher comprising a plate
acapted to seat ibehind the fork of a.crotched

s limb, and a line ssecured $o said iplate and
adapted to pass tthru the «crotech to a limb
to be supported so ithat a downward pull .on
the line results in the plate settling more
snugly behind ‘the croetch while an mpward

5= flip «of dhe line releases:the plate from its:an-
chored position. ’ :

In testimony ‘whereof I have hereunto set

my hand.
REUBEN B. RECKABAUGH.
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