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UNITED STATES 
GEORGE JAMES PEACOCK, 

PATENT OFFICE. 
OF BUFFALO, NEW YORK. 

COMPOST ON HORSES HO E. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 717,614, dated January 6, 1903. 
Application filed July 19, 1900, 

to a Zi, Luhon, it notif concert: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE JAMES PEA 

COCK, of Buffalo, county of Erie, and State of 
New York, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Composition Horseshoes, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and exact 
description, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, forming part of this 
specification, in which 

Figure i is a bottom plan view of any im 
proved shoe. Fig. 2 is a side elevation, 
partly broken away; and Fig. 3 is a top pian 
We W. 
My invention relates to that class of horse 

shoes which are formed, at least in part, of a 
composition, such as a combination of rubber 
or analogous material, with a fabric, and is 
designed to strengthen and improve such 
shoes by providing an improved metal toe 
piece, which is secured in the composition by 
providing a bar connecting the heel portions 
of the shoe and by using a separate toe-clip, 
which is secured to the shoe after it is formed. 

In the drawings, 2 represents the toe por 
tion and 33 the heel portions of the composi 
tion shoe, which is preferably formed in ac 
cordance with my copending application, Se 
rial No. 4,345, filed February 7, 1900, for com 
position horseshoes, layers of heavy duck or 
other fabric being used, with layers of ground 
canvas and rubber between each ply. The 
shoe is shown with a top layer of canvas 4, 
which is next to the hoof, and with a central 
layer 5 in the intermediate part of the shoe, 
the remainder of the shoe being formed of 
composition, such as above described. 
In forming the shoe into shape by heavy 

pressure I mold into the shoe a toe-iron 6, 
which is provided with one or more inwardly 
projecting lugs 7, which are of dovetail shape 
and hold the toe-iron firmly in place. This 
iron may be made of different lengths, and its 
legs may be much shorter than those shown. 
These legs S are provided with nail-holes 13, 

45 which extend through the recessed sides of 
the shoe, and as the toe-iron is made of mal 
leable metal where the longer legs are used 
the shoe may be bent to fit the hoof and will 
remain in the shape to which it is bent. The 
toe-iron is of considerably less thickness than 
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that of the shoe, so that there is a layer of 
'the composition forming a cushion for the 
hoof. 
After the shoe has been formed and pressed 

to shape with the toe-iron pressed into it and 
then vulcanized the toe-clip 9 is secured to 
the shoe by driving the inwardly-projecting 
tongues or pins 10 10 into the inner part of 
the toe portion. This part of the shoe is 
preferably molded with a recess, of the same 
thickness as the clip, so that the clip when 
in place will be flush with the top face of the 
shoe, and the clip may be further secured by 
a nail or screw driven through a hole 11 in 
its body. 

For certain purposes, especially for a win 
ter shoe, I preferably provide the molded 
cross-bar 12, which connects the heel portions 
and is flush with the bottom face of the shoe, 
being thinner than the shoe-body and prefer 
ably of about one-half its thickness, as indi 
cated in dotted lines in Fig. 2. This bar will 
prevent slipping on wet or icy pavements 
and allows expansion and contraction of the 
hoof, while preventing it from spreading. 
The bar being lowered below the top face of 
the shoe gives the desired frog-pressure with 
out exerting too strong a force. 
The shoe is provided with molded recesses 

13', which extend upwardly for a portion of 
its thickness and register with the holes in 
the toe-iron throughout the length of this 
iron. These molded recesses direct the nails 
and make easy the application of the shoe to 
the hoof. - 
The advantages of my improved shoe will 

be apparent to those skilled in the art, since 
the shoe does not give the extreme frog-pres 
sure of an iron shoe, can be bent to fit the 
hoof, and will remain in place after being fit 
ted. The keys or lugs 7 of the toe-iron hold 
it firmly in place, and the hoof is cushioned 
above this iron. The clip is simple and may 
be easily attached and holds the shoe in place, 
preventing it from being forced back on the 
hoof. The bar at the heel serves to prevent 
slipping, and where this is used the shoe can 
be shortened or narrowed at the heel by rasp 
ing, there being no metal in the rear of the 
nails. - 
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Many variations may be made in the com 
position used, the form and size of the toe 
iron and the clip, and the shoe may be made 
with or without the cross-bar without depart 
ing from my invention. 

I claim 
1. A composition horseshoe having a metal 

toe-iron molded therein and secured by in 
Wardly-projecting lugs having enlarged ends 
embedded in the composition; substantially 
as described. 

2. A composition shoe having a removable 
toe-clip secured thereto by prongs driven into 
the material of the shoe; substantially as de 
scribed. 

3. A removable toe - clip for composition 
horseshoes having prongs arranged to be 
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driven into the material of the shoe; substan 
tially as described. 

4. A composition horseshoe having a metal 
toe-iron secured thereto by lugs which pro 
ject inwardly beyond the iron, and are em 
bedded in the composition of the shoe, said 
toe-iron having outer recessed portions with 
exposed nail-holes leading into the composi 
tion portion of the shoe; substantially as de 
scribed. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand. 
GEORGE JAMES PEACOCK. 

Witnesses: 
FLORA. E. BEER, 
IRA. H. MYERS. 
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