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To all whom it nvoy concern: 
Be it known that I, JOSEPH GRANT, of 

Gloucester, in the county of Essex and State 
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of Massachusetts, have invented eertain new 
and useful Improvements in Life Buoys or 
Preservers; and I do hereby declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it pertains 
to make and use it, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, which form part 
of this specification. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

life buoys or preservers; and it consists in 
the combination and arrangement of parts, 
which will be fully described hereinafter. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

life buoy or preserver which is to be thrown 
to persons overboard, and which is adapted 
to either be attached to the person or used as 
a boat. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a life buoy 
or preserver which embodies my invention, 
the parts being shown partly separated in 
dotted lines. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the 
buoy, showing it opened out So as to form a 
boat. Fig. 3 is a plan view of the buoy when 
opened. 
A represents the two parts of the buoy, 

which are longitudinal sections of an Oval, as 
shown, and which are made of cork or any 
other suitable light material and hinged at 
theirlower ends and provided with the weights. 
M, which are secured to their inner lower 
ends in any suitable manner, so as to set up 
right in the water. These two parts when 
closed are fastened at their upper ends by 
means of the hook B and an elastic band or 
other similar catch C, which is provided with 
a hand-piece D, so as to enable the catch to 
be quickly released from the hook by the 
person floating in the water and to whom the 
buoy is thrown. To each of the parts A on 
its outer side is attached a loop G, to enable 
a person in the water to catch hold of the 
buoy and to enable the buoy to be freely car 
ried around. In the inner side of each part 
A is made a suitable groove H, and into the 
upper end of this groove is inserted a flag 
staff or rod I, which projects any Suitable 
distance above the buoy, SO as to attract at 
tention to it when thrown overboard and to 
attract attention to a person floating in the 
water upon the buoy. The lower end of this 

rod or staff is provided with a ring J, and 
through this ring is passed a cord or wire L, 
which is fastened at its ends to the inner side 
of one of the parts A. This flag can be turned 
up on end when the buoy is opened so as to 
form a boat and thus attract attention. 

Fastened to the inner side of each of the 
parts of the buoy is an elastic strap O, which 
serves both as a means for attaching the buoy 
to the person in the water and as a means for 
holding the two parts A in a straight line 
with each other when these parts are opened 
out to their full extent for the purpose of 
forming a boat. - 
These buoys can be made of any size de 

sired and be made of cork or some similar 
light material that will readily support a per 
son in the water. Owing to the fact that they 
set uprightin the water and are provided with 
a flag or other similar device for attracting 
attention, they can be seen for a long distance 
a Way. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim 
1. A life-preserver consisting of two longi 

tudinal sections of an oval form having 
weights at and hinged together at their lower 
ends and a catch at their upper ends, substan 
tially as shown and described. 

2. A life-preserver consisting of two longi 
tudinal solid sections of an oval form having 
a longitudinal groove upon their inner faces, 
hinged together and weighted at their lower 
ends, and a catch or fastening at their upper 
ends, substantially as specified. 

3. In a life-preserver, the combination, with 
two longitudinal sections hinged together at 
one of their ends and weights secured thereto 
at their hinged ends, of a strap which has its 
ends connected to each section upon opposite 
sides of the hinge, substantially as shown. 

4. A life-preserver consisting of two longi 
tudinal sections hinged together at one of 
their ends and weights secured thereto at 
their hinged ends, whereby they are adapted 
to be opened out in a line with each other to 
form a boat, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

JOSEPH GRANT. 

Witnesses: 
EDWARD BABSON, 
FRANK E. SMOTTEN. 
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