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My invention relates to a knife having a handle and 
a blade which may be fixed in a number of different 
positions therein to suit different cutting purposes. 
The knife of my invention enables the blade to be set 

in different positions projecting in a straight line from 
one end of the handle to provide blades of different 
lengths and with different amounts of cutting edge and 
different degrees of rigidity or stiffness. 

In the knife of my invention the blade may in addi 
tion to the above positions be set at an angle to the 
length of the handle for purposes of cutting linoleum 
and similar materials. 

In the knife of my invention the handle is formed of 
two complementary parts or scales which may be joined 
in approximately the plane of the knife blade. One of 
these scales has a recess in the flat side which fits against 
the outermost scale in which recess an end portion of 
the knife blade may be held. And it is also provided 
with a pin extending through this recess and into a re 
ceiving hole in the opposite scale when the handle is 
assembled. 
The knife blade has two holes through which the pin 

may pass, one hole being on the longitudinal median 
of the blade so that the blade may be positioned in the 
recess alternately with the ends reversed. Or, with the 
edges reversed there thus being four positions of the 
blade in which it extends endwise from the recess of the 
assembled handle. 
A second hole is provided in the blade so positioned 

that when the pin is passed through it and the scales 
assembled the blade will extend endwise from the handle 
and be held in position by the pin and by the abutment 
of the adjacent edge of the blade against the side of 
the recess. 
One or both scales may also be provided with a recess 

or magazine for additional blades. The scales may be 
held in assembled position by a screw, bolt or other 
2S 

The various features of the invention are illustrated, 
by way of example, in the accompanying drawings in 
which 

Fig. 1 is a view showing the two scales of the knife 
separated and showing the knife blade in one of its cut 
ting positions; 

Fig. 2 is a view of the knife assembled and with the 
blade in the same position as that shown in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to that of Fig. 2 but showing 
the blade with the edges reversed from the position 
shown in Fig.2; 

Fig. 4 is a view of the assembled knife showing the 
blade reversed end to end from its position in Fig. 2; 

Fig. 5 is a view showing the blade reversed edge to 
edge from its position in Fig. 4, and end to end from 
its position in Fig. 3; 

Fig. 6 is a side view of the knife showing the blade 
extending at an angle from the handle as is customary 
in knives for cutting linoleum and similar material. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, the knife 
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2. 
comprises a pair of scales 10 and 11 which may be 
formed of metal, plastic or wood, or a combination of 
metal and plastic or wood, but preferably of a material 
or materials that may be molded, die cast or stamped to 
the shape and form desired. 
The scale 10 is provided with a flat face 12 and an 

outer, preferably rounded, face 3 as shown in Fig. 2. 
The scale E has a flat face 14 to fit flatwise against 
the face 12 of scale 10 but is also provided with a recess 
15 extending longitudinally of the face 14 to open at the 
blade end of the scale. The recess 15 is of a depth 
and width to receive closely a blade 16. The scale 11 
may also be provided with a storage recess 17 for a 
spare blade 18. - . . . 

The scale 11 is also provided with a pin 19 extend 
ing transversely of the recess 15 and blade 16 and on 
a median line of the blade through the recess 15 and 
into an opening 20 in the blade 16 and into an opening 
or recess 21 in the scale 10. The two scales may be 
held in assembled position by one or more bolts or 
Screws 22. 
The end of each scale holding the knife blade termi 

nates on an end surface 23 at an angle to the length 
of the blade, the inclination of the ends 23 being such 
that the scales have a right and left hand relation to 
each other so that when assembled the end 23 makes a 
Smooth end surface slanting transversely at an angle to 
the length of the handle. 
The blade 16, is not symmetrical with respect to the 

opening 20 having one end 24 at a greater distance from 
the opening 20 and inclined to the longitudinal axis of 
the blade at a greater angle than the opposite end 25. 
Thus, when the blade is assembled as shown in Figs. 
1 and 2 the blade will project from the end of the han 
dle with the end 24 farther from the inclined edge 23 
of the handle so as to give a greater length of blade 
and of cutting edge projecting from the handle. , 
By turning the blade 16 180° about its longitudinal 

axis and then reassembling it between the scales of the 
handle, the arrangement shown in Fig. 3 is obtained. 
This provides a longer length of cutting edge and a 
greater reinforcement at the back of the blade inasmuch 
as the slanting end of the handle comes nearly to the 
angle of the end 24 with the back side edge of the blade. 
This gives a maximum of cutting edge with a maxi 
mum of rigidity at the rear edge of the blade. 
The blade may be reversed end to end to provide the 

arrangement shown in Fig. 4. In this figure the end 
25 is exposed and is substantially parallel to the end 
23 of the handle. This provides a knife of a short stiff 
blade which is free across the width of the blade that 
is from the cutting edge to the back of the blade. 
When the blade is turned about its longitudinal axis 

to a position diametrically opposite to that of Fig. 4, 
the arrangement shown in Fig. 5 is obtained. In this 
arrangement there is a somewhat longer cutting edge 
than that of Fig. 4 with the edge 23 of the handle meet 
ing the end edge 25 and thus giving a very strong rigid 
Support and stiffness to the blade, while at the same time 
giving a substantially greater length of cutting edge. 

In addition to the four positions illustrated in Figs. 
2-5, the blade may be arranged in the position shown 
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in Fig. 6. In this figure a second hole 26 is provided 
in the blade 16 so that the pin 19 may be passed through 
the hole when the blade is in the position shown in 
Fig. 6, in which position the end edge 25 will abut a 
side of the groove or recess 15 in the scale thus rein 
forcing and holding securely the blade 16 in this pro jecting position. 
The blade may thus be used in a number of reversed 

positions to give varying amounts or lengths of cutting 
edge and stiffness as may be suited for carving o 
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trimming the edges of various materials, such as leather, 
etc., or, as shown in Fig. 6, may be given an inclination 
to the handle so that it may cut with a drawing motion 
suitable for cutting linoleum and similar materials. 
The magazine or storage recess i7 enables one or 

more spare blades to be carried so there is always avail 
able a sharp fresh blade. - 

Having described my invention, what I claim is: 
1. A knife having a pair of complementary scales, 

fone of said scales having a blade holding recess extend 
ing from one end of the scale in a longitudinal direc 
tion, said end of said one scale from which said recess 
extends and the corresponding end of the other scale 
being inclined to the length of the scale and to its side 
‘edges to form an inclined transverse end, one of said 
scales having a pin fixed therein on the longitudinal 
timedians of "said recess near said inclined end and pro 
jecting through said recess and the opposite scale hav 
ing a hole to receive the projecting end of the pin and 
as knife blade having ends inclined in opposite direc 
itions relative to the length of the blade and having a 
cutting side edge and a hole in its longitudinal median 
to receive said pin when said blade is placed in posi 
'tions in said recess reversed end to end and edge to edge, 
the distance of said hole from one end of said blade 
being less than its distance from the other end, the re 
'cess extending in a longitudinal direction from said pin 
a distance at least as great as the distance from the hole 
in said knife blade to the farthest end of said knife, and 
smeans to hold: said scales securely together. 

- 2. A knife having a pair of complementary scales, 
one of said scales having a blade holding recess extend 
sing from: one end of the scale in a longitudinal direc 
stion, said end of said one scale from which said recess 
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extends and the corresponding end of the other scale 
'being inclined to the length of the scale and to its side 
edges to form an inclined transverse end, one of said 
scales having a pin fixed in said scale on the longitudinal 
median of said recess near said inclined end and pro 
jecting through said recess and the opposite scale hav 
ing a hole to receive the projecting end of said pin and 
a knife blade having a cutting side edge and a hole in its 
longitudinal median to receive said pin when said blade 
is placed in positions in said recess reversed end to end 
and edge, for edge, the recess extending in a longitudinal 
direction from said pin at least as great as the distance 
from the hole in said knife blade to the farthest end 
of said knife blade and means to hold said scales se 
curely together, the ends of said knife blade being 
inclined oppositely relative to the length of the blade 
and the knife blade having a second hole therethrough 
positioned on a normal to an adjacent end of the blade 
and spaced from said end a distance equal to half the 
width of the recess so that said blade may be positioned 
to extend through the open end of the recess at an angle 
to the length of the assembled scales with the pin pass 
ing through said second-hole and one end of the blade 
abutting the edge of the recess. 
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