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3 Claims. 

This invention is directed to an extension de 
vice for use in an article of jewelry designed for 
use as either a ring or bracelet and having the 
capability of simple and convenient adjustment 

S for varying its size in use. 
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The primary object of the invention is the pro 
vision of an extension device made up of flexibly 
connected sections, one or more of which is con 
Structed to permit diametric enlargement of the 
article, while maintaining its endless form, with 
Such Section or Sections serving as a means for 
locking the parts in final connected form after 
the article has been applied. 
The invention is illustrated in the accompany 

ing drawing, wherein:- 
Figure 1 is a view in front elevation of the ar 

ticle here shown as a finger ring. 
Figure 2 is an edge view of the same. 
Figure 3 is an enlarged broken longitudinal 

Section of the ring. . . . . . 
Figure 4 is a perspective view illustrating the 

use of the locking section, the section being shown 
open and the ring distended to the limit permitted 
by such opening. 

Figure 5 is an enlarged longitudinal sectional 
view illustrating the adjusting section and its 
connection with adjacent sections, whereby the 
Size of the ring may be varied and maintained 
in such adjustment at will. 

- Figure 6 is a modified form of adjusting section. 
The article forming the Subject-matter of this 

invention, here shown as a ring, is made up of what 
may be termed Ornamental sections , , adjusting 
sections 2, and locking sections 3. These sections 
may be made in any desired external configura 
tion and ornamentation. For example, the sec 
tions may be made in skeleton outline of orna 
mental configuration, while, the adjusting-, Sec 
tions 2 may be formed or otherwise provided for 
the reception of precious stones or other orna 
mentation. The invention is not concerned with 
the character or degree of ornamentation and is 
mentioned merely to indicate the fact that the 
adjusting Sections are peculiarly and particularly 
formed to accommodate gem-receiving recesses or 
otherwise to receive precious stones. 
The ornamental sections as shown terminate 

at each end in a cross bar 4 which extends be 
tween the otherwise unconnected side bars 5. All 
of the sections f, 2 and 3 are, of course, curved 
in longitudinal plane in order that together they 
may form a ring-like body. The cross bar 4 is 
preferably, though not necessarily, of triangular 
form in cross section, the apex. 6 or narrowest 

(C. 24-71) 
portion of the crossbar being toward the convex 
side, i. e. the outer side, of the section . - 
The adjusting section 2 is made up of a soli 

bar-like member 2, the width of which is substan 
tially equal to the length of the free portion of 
the bar 3. The section 2 includes longitudinally 
Spaced notches 8 arranged at the respective ends 
and at the relatively inner side of the bar 7, and 
integral with the bar through a neck 9 are spring 
Strips C which extend in opposite directions from 
the neck and underlie and act as spring closures 
for the respective sets of notches 8. 

Obviously, by mere displacement of a partic 
ular one or both of the spring strips 8, the bar 4 
may be seated in either notch 8 at the respective 
ends of the adjusting section 2, the spring strip 
thereafter serving to hold the bar in the notch 
in which it has been Seated. The movement of 
the adjusting section with respect to the orna 
mental section will be assisted by the wedge 
shaped formation of the bar 4, as the apex end 6 
of such bar. may be readily forced between the 
Spring strip to and the lower surface of the 
bars to displace the Spring to the extent of 
permitting the bar to be moved from the outer 
most notch to the innermost notch. In the return 
adjustment, if necessary, the spring strip () may 
be displaced by slight pressure on the ornamental 
Section and then moving the bar from the inner 
most to the outermost notches. . 
By the use of the adjusting section, therefore, 

the diameter or size of the ring may be perma 
nently adjusted within the limits permitted by 
the respective notches 8. It is understood, of 
course, that the invention is without limitation as 
to the number of adjusting sections that may be 
used, as it is contemplated that the adjusting 
sections in any one ring formation may provide 
for a very considerable increase or decrease in the 
size of the ring, and such adjusting sections nay, 
if desired, be used alternately with the orna 
mental Sections, as illustrated in Figure 1. 
This arrangement of USing the adjusting sec 

tions alternately with the ornamental Sections is 
particularly desirable where the adjusting sections 
are used as the means for receiving and posi 
tioning precious stones or other similar orna 
mentation to be applied to the ring, for it is quite 
obvious that With the adjusting sections used 
alternately with the ornamental sections, the size 
adjustment of the ring may be accomplished by 
manipulating one alone of the adjusting sections 
or more than one, as may be desired. 

It is to be further noted that the adjusting sec 
tions are preferably of increased thickness with 

0. 

15 

30 

55 



5 

10 

20 

25 

30 

45 

50 

55 

65 

70 

75 

2 
respect to the ornamental sections, a provision 
which enhances the artistic value of the ring, 
particularly where the adjusting sections are used 
for the reception of precious stones and the like, 
as under these circumstances the ornamental 
stones stand out beyond the surface of the orna 
mental Sections, as will be obvious. 
The ring includes the locking section 3 inter 

posed between two ornamental sections. In the 
instance illustrated, the locking section 3 is 
permanently coupled to an adjacent ornamental 
Section and designed to be adjustable without 
Separation from the remaining adjacent orna 
mental section. The locking section proper com 
prises spaced bars conforming in size and 
curvature approximately to the size and curva 
ture of the adjusting section 2, but preferably 
Somewhat greater in length than the adjusting 
Sections. 
The bars i? are formed at one end with a 

pivot pin f2 on which between the bar sections 
through the medium of a sleeve 3 is mounted a 
locking bar 4. The pins replace the pin 4 in 
the Ornamental section immediately adjacent that 
particular end of the locking section, so that the 
locking section and the adjacent ornamental sec 
tion constitute a unit, although the parts are 
relatively movable through their pivotal connec 
tion. The bars f l are longitudinally slotted at 
5 and slidably receive a pin 6 on which, between 

the bars and through the medium of a sleeve 7, 
is connected a plate 8, the opposite end of which 
is pivotally mounted through the medium of a 
sleeve 9 on the pin 4 of the adjacent ornamental 
section 2. The bars f f are spaced apart con 
menSurate with the interior spacing of the bars 
making up the ornamental sections, and such 
bars f are terminally formed with recesses 20 
which, in the locked position of the parts to be 
later described, have rotative bearing on the 
sleeve 9. The free terminal of the locking bar 
4 is in the form of a curved lip 2 adapted through 

its curvature to interfit with the sleeve 9 when 
the parts are in locking position, the lip 2 thus 
Serving in effect as a hook. 

In the use of the locking section when desiring 
to materially increase the size of the ring to 
permit it to be conveniently applied to the finger, 
and aSSunning the locking bar 4 open, as illus 
trated in Figure 4, the locking section and the 
adjacent ornamental section 2 may be materially 
separated to a distance equal to the length of 
the plate 8, the latter moving in this separation 
to the limit of the slots 5 in the bars 4. After 
the ring has been placed on the finger, the lock 
ing Section is moved toward the adjacent orna 
mental Section 2, the plate f f, or more par 
ticularly the terminals of the pin 6, sliding in 
the slots 5 until the notched ends 20 of the lock 
ing section cooperate with the sleeve 9 of the 
plate 8. In this adjustment of the parts, the 
hooked lip 2 of the locking bar f4 is in position 
to engage over the sleeve 9, and when placed 
in this position secures the locking section and 
adjacent ornamental section against endwise sep 
aration and in immediately adjacent relation. 
The locking bar f4 may, if desired, be provided 

with a shoulder 22 by which the locking bar may 
be conveniently removed from the sleeve 9 when 
unlocking the parts for the distention of the ring. 
Of course, following the release of the locking bar, 
the sleeve 9, locking section and adjacent orna 
mental section may be readily separated to the 
extent permitted, thus increasing the normal size 
of the ring in order to permit it to be convenient 
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ly applied or removed. It is to be further noted 
that in the use of the locking section to permit 
increase in the normal size of the ring for appli 
cation or removal of the ring, the endless condi 
tion and relation of the sections of the ring is 
maintained and that the ring as Such is not 
broken or interrupted at any part in order to 
permit of this operation. 

It is, of course, understood that the construc 
tion herein described may be applied to any Or 
namental ring-like piece of jewelry, and aS con 
structed permits a substantial permanent ad 
justment of the size of such piece of jewelry and 
at the same time affords its temporary increase 
in size in order to permit convenient application 
and a convenient succeeding decrease in size to 
normal diameter in a simple and convenient 
manner. There is no restriction intended by the 
above disclosure as to the character of the re 
Spective sections other than as described. 

It is quite obvious that, if desired, all of the 
sections may be formed for the reception of 
precious stones or the like or such sections may 
be made plain or ornamented by engraving or 
otherwise constructed within the purview of 
this invention. Furthermore, while it is pre 
ferred that the adjusting sections alternate with 
the ornamental sections, this is not an actual 
necessity and one or more of the adjusting Sec 
tions may be used, for it is quite apparent that 
the use of additional adjusting sections when 
considered solely from the standpoint of adjust 
ment merely permit a greater variation in the 
more or less permanent size of the ring or other 
article. 
In the form of the invention shown in Figure 6, 

the adjusting section, here indicated at 2', is 
provided with a body portion , from which de 
pends the neck 9', and under which body por 
tion is arranged spring plates O', the latter pro 
jecting laterally from the neck. In this modified 
form, the notches, indicated in the preferred 
form at 8 and shown in the body 7, may be 
formed in the spring plate, such notches being 
indicated in Figure 6 at 8. 

It is apparent that, if desired, the adjusting 
Sections, either as Solid sections Or formed as 
described, may be used in connection with orna 
mental sections, which ornamental sections are 
modified to show the notches and spring plates 
now described in connection with the spring sec 
tions in order to permit of additional adjust 
ment. This construction is an obvious one from 
the details already described and does not re 
quire further illustration herein. 
No claim is made herein to the adjusting sec 

tions, as Such form the Subject-matter of a co 
pending application fled June 14, 1934, Serial 
No. 730,660. 

I claim: 
1. In a ring made up of flexibly connected Sec 

tions, an extension device to permit a temporary 
increase in the circumferential length of the ring 
to permit it to be conveniently positioned and 
removed, said extension device including longi 
tudinally slotted side bars, a locking bar pivotally 
mounted at One end Of the side bars and having 
its free end formed with a locking lip, and an 
extension plate having one end mounted in the 
slots of the side bars, the other end of the ex 
tension plate being connected to an adjacent ring 
Section, the lip of the locking bar cooperating 
with the connection between the plate and ad 
jacent ring section to secure the parts in ring 
forming relation, said plate, when the parts are 
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in ring-forming relation, being positioned be 
tween the side bars, the release of the locking lip 
of the locking bar permitting the plate to move 
in the slots of the side bars to extend the over 
all circumferential length of the ring. 

2. An extension device for rings, bracelets and 
the like, including longitudinally slotted side 
bars, a locking bar pivotally connected at one 
end to One end of the Side bars and formed at 
its free end with a locking lip, a plate slidably 
Supported at one end within the slots of the side 
bars, and a pin connecting the opposite end of 
the plate with an adjacent ring section, the re 
lation of the parts permitting the locking lip of 
the locking bar to interlock with said pin when 
"the plate is positioned between the side bars and 
at its limit of movement toward the connection 
between the side bars and locking bar. 

3. An extension device for rings, bracelets and 
20 the like, including a member made up of parallel 

Side bars, a locking bar pivotally mounted at One 
end to one end of the side bars, the free end of 
the locking bar being formed with a locking lip, 
a pin slidably mounted in the slots of the side 
bars, a plate Swingingly mounted at one end on 
Said pin between the side bars, a connection be 
tween the Opposite end of said plate and an 
adjacent ring Section, the length of the plate 
being such that when the plate is at its limit 
Of movement toward the connected end of the 
locking bar and the side bars, the locking lip 
will engage the connection between said plate 
and the adjacent ring section to maintain the 
ring at its minimum circumferential length, the 
release of the lip from the connection between 
the plate and adjacent ring section permitting 
the plate to move longitudinally of the side bars 
to the limit of the slots to provide the maximum 
circumferential length of the ring. 

JOSEPH. J. FRANKLIN, JR. 
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