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FINANCIAL STRENTGH INDICATION 

BACKGROUND 

0001 1. Field of the Invention 
0002 The present invention generally relates to online 
and/or mobile payment systems and more particularly to indi 
cation of financial strength that may be used with, for 
example, online and mobile payment systems. 
0003 2. Related Art 
0004 More and more consumers are purchasing items and 
services over electronic networks such as, for example, the 
Internet. Consumers routinely purchase products and Ser 
vices from merchants and individuals alike. The transactions 
may take place directly between a conventional or on-line 
merchant or retailer and the consumer, and payment is typi 
cally made by entering credit card or other financial informa 
tion. Transactions may also take place with the aid of an 
on-line or mobile payment service provider Such as, for 
example, PayPal, Inc. of San Jose, Calif. Such payment ser 
Vice providers can make transactions easier and safer for the 
parties involved. Purchasing with the assistance of a payment 
service provider from the convenience of virtually anywhere 
using a mobile device is one main reason why on-line and 
mobile purchases are growing very quickly. 
0005. As the money used in transactions moves from 
physical currency to the electronic currency used, for 
example, in online and/or mobile payment systems, the tan 
gible aspect of that money is lost. Conventionally, a user may 
have limited their spending by providing themselves a fixed 
amount of physical currency for a time period (e.g., each day, 
each week, etc.), and when that user ran out of physical 
currency they were aware of their spending limitations 
because they no longer had the physical currency in their 
possession to spend. To contrast, electronic currency payment 
instruments (e.g., credit cards, debit cards, online or mobile 
payment devices, etc.) may provide a user with access to all of 
their money, and sometimes allow a user to borrow more than 
the amount of money they have in order to make payments. 
Thus, the use of electronic currency limits the ability of users 
to easily track their finances and spending habits. 
0006 Thus, there is a need for a system that allows a user 
to quickly and easily determine their financial strength. 

SUMMARY 

0007 According to one embodiment, a method for pro 
viding an indication of financial strength includes associating 
one or more financial indicators with one or more accounts of 
a user in a database. In some examples, the one or more 
accounts may be tracked and their associated financial indi 
cators may then be provided or updated on a user device. In 
another example, the one or more financial indicators may be 
associated with a spending budget for the one or more 
accounts in the database by associating different financial 
indicators with respective different predetermined spending 
budget statuses, and when a payment request using one of the 
accounts is received, a current spending budget status may be 
determined. The predetermined spending budget status that 
includes the current spending budget status may then be used 
to retrieve its associated financial indicator, and that financial 
indicator may be provided to the user so that the user is aware 
of their current financial strength and how the payment 
request may affect it. 
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0008. In an embodiment, financial indicators may include 
visual financial indicators that may be provided on icons 
displayed on a user device and that may indicate current 
financial strength with regard to the one or more accounts 
and/or spending budgets, and may be periodically or continu 
ously updated to indicate current financial strength with 
regard to the one or more accounts and/or spending budgets. 
In other embodiments, financial indicators may include 
visual financial indicators such as graphics, images, or video, 
and/or audio financial indicators such as audio files, and those 
financial indicators may be provided at the time of a payment 
request to indicate the financial strength of the user with 
regard to one or more payment accounts and/or spending 
budgets, along with how the payment request might effect 
that financial strength. 
0009. As a result, a user may quickly and easily determine 
their financial strength as it relates to one or more accounts 
and/or spending budgets by referencing one or more financial 
indicators that are provided and/or periodically updated on 
their user device. Furthermore, when making a purchase, 
good spending behavior with regard to one or more payment 
accounts and/or spending budgets may be reinforced with 
positive visual and/or audio financial indicators, while bad 
spending behavior with regard to one or more payment 
accounts and/or spending budgets may be discouraged with 
negative visual and/or audio financial indicators. 
0010. These and other features and advantages of the 
present disclosure will be more readily apparent from the 
detailed description of the embodiments set forth below taken 
in conjunction with the accompanying figures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

0011 FIG. 1 is a flow chart illustrating an embodiment of 
a method for providing an indication of financial strength; 
0012 FIG.2a is a front view illustrating an embodiment of 
a user device being used to set up a financial indicator, 
0013 FIG.2b is a front view illustrating an embodiment of 
a user device being used to set financial indicator details; 
0014 FIG.3a is a front view illustrating an embodiment of 
a user device displaying a financial indicator, 
0015 FIG.3b is a front view illustrating an embodiment of 
a user device displaying a financial indicator, 
0016 FIG.3c is a front view illustrating an embodiment of 
a user device displaying a financial indicator, 
0017 FIG.3d is a front view illustrating an embodiment of 
a user device displaying a financial indicator, 
0018 FIG. 4 is a front view illustrating an embodiment of 
a user device displaying a financial indicator, 
0019 FIG. 5a is a front view illustrating an embodiment of 
a payment terminal providing a financial indicator in 
response to a payment request being made; 
0020 FIG.5b is a front view illustrating an embodiment of 
a payment terminal providing a financial indicator in 
response to a payment request being made; 
0021 FIG.5c is a front view illustrating an embodiment of 
a payment terminal providing a financial indicator in 
response to a payment request being made; 
0022 FIG. 6 is a schematic view illustrating an embodi 
ment of a networked system; 
0023 FIG. 7 is a perspective view illustrating an embodi 
ment of a user device; 
0024 FIG. 8 is a schematic view illustrating an embodi 
ment of a computer system; and 
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0025 FIG. 9 is a schematic view illustrating an embodi 
ment of a financial strength indication system provider 
device. 
0026. Embodiments of the present disclosure and their 
advantages are best understood by referring to the detailed 
description that follows. It should be appreciated that like 
reference numerals are used to identify like elements illus 
trated in one or more of the figures, wherein showings therein 
are for purposes of illustrating embodiments of the present 
disclosure and not for purposes of limiting the same. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0027. The present disclosure provides a system and 
method for providing indications of financial strength to a 
user so that the user can better monitor their financial situa 
tion. A financial indicator may be associated with at least one 
account or a spending budget, and may be continuously or 
periodically updated with the current status of the at least one 
account or spending budget to provide the user with a 
quickly-referenced indication of their financial strength. 
Financial indicators may also be associated with predeter 
mined statuses of a spending budget that is associated with 
one or more accounts, and when a payment request using one 
of payment accounts is received, a current spending budget 
status is determined and compared to the predetermined sta 
tuses. The financial indicator associated with the predeter 
mined status that includes the current spending budget status 
may then be sent to a user device or payment terminal from 
where the payment request was made to provide the user an 
indication of their financial strength with regard to their 
spending budget and how the payment request might affect it. 
The system and methods herein may be used to provide a user 
with indications of their financial strength at any time, and 
may be provided to reinforce good spending behavior and 
discourage bad spending behavior depending on a currently 
received payment request and the current status of a spending 
budget. 
0028. Referring now to FIGS. 1, 2a, and 2b, a method 100 
for providing an indication of financial strength is illustrated. 
In an embodiment of the method 100 described below, one or 
more account providers provide a user with one or more user 
payment accounts, and the user may use the user payment 
accounts to fund payments for purchases made from mer 
chants or other payees. In another embodiment, a payment 
service provider such as, for example, PayPal, Inc. of San 
Jose, Calif. assists in the making of payments from the user to 
the merchants or other payees by transferring funds from the 
user payment account to a merchant account of the merchant. 
However, these embodiments are meant to be merely exem 
plary, and one of skill in the art will recognize that a variety of 
modifications may be made to the financial strength indica 
tion system discussed below without departing from the 
Scope of the present disclosure. 
0029. The method 100 begins at blocks 102 where a finan 
cial indicator and at least one account of a user are received. 
In an embodiment, a user having a user device 200 with a 
display screen 202, illustrated in FIG. 2, may access their user 
financial account over a network (e.g., the Internet) by con 
necting to an account provider device of the account provider, 
may access a payment service account over the network by 
connecting to a payment service provider device of a payment 
service provider, may provide the instructions about a finan 
cial indicator and at least one financial account to a financial 
strength indication system provider device of a financial 
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strength indication system provider, or may provide the 
instructions about a financial indicator and at least one finan 
cial account to the user device 200 (e.g., to a database or 
storage device on the user device 200.) One of skill in the art 
will recognize that any of an account provider, payment Ser 
Vice provider, and/or other third party financial strength indi 
cation system provider may assist in providing indications of 
financial strength of a user as is described below. While the 
user device 200 is illustrated and described below as a mobile 
device such as, for example, a mobile phone or computer, one 
of skill in the art will recognize that the provision of financial 
indicators and at least one account may be performed on a 
desktop computer, on other computing systems connected to 
a network, and/or using a variety of other devices known in 
the art. 

0030. As described in further detail below, financial indi 
cators may be provided in a variety of forms, including but not 
limited to visual financial indicators such as graphics, images, 
animated graphics, video, and/or a variety of other visual 
indicators known in the art. Financial indicators may also be 
provided as audio financial indicators including audio files, 
and may be provided in combination the visual financial 
indicators. Furthermore, as discussed below, a user may pro 
vide any media known in the art for use by the financial 
strength indication system as a visual or audio financial indi 
cator. In an embodiment of block 102 of the method 100, upon 
connecting to the account provider device, payment service 
provider device, or other financial strength indication system 
provider device, the user may be provided with a financial 
indicator set-up screen 204 (e.g., over the network.) In 
another embodiment of block 102 of the method 100, the 
financial indicator set-up screen 204 may be provided to the 
user by the user device 200 upon accessing a settings function 
in a financial strength indication application. The financial 
indicator set-up screen 204 of the illustrated embodiment is 
provided as an example of how a financial indicator may be 
set up, but as discussed below, may be modified to customize 
the properties of financial indicators and associate any num 
ber of accounts, spending budgets, or other financial entities 
of the user with the financial indicator as is desired. 

0031. The financial indicator set-up screen 204 includes 
an apply budget selector 206a along with a budget input 206b 
that the user may use to select (or create) a spending budget to 
associate with the financial indicator, an apply account selec 
tor 208a along with an account input 208b that the user may 
use to select one or more accounts to associated with the 
financial indicator, an apply property selector 210a along 
with a property input 210b that the user may use to select one 
or more properties to associate with the financial indicator, 
and an apply product selector 212a along with product input 
212b that the user may use to select one or more products 
(e.g., that the user is selling) to associate with the financial 
indicator. 

0032. The financial indicator set-up screen 204 also 
includes a graphical display selector 214 that the user may 
select to have the financial indicator displayed visually or 
graphically, a numerical display selector 216 that the user 
may select to have the financial indicator display numerically, 
and an audio provision selector 218 that the user may select to 
have the financial indicator provided as audio, all of which are 
discussed in further detail below. The financial indicator set 
up screen 204 also includes an icon location selector 220 that 
the user may select to have the financial indicator provided on 
an icon, a page location selector 222 that the user may select 
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to have the financial indicator provided on an application 
home page, and a payment terminal location selector 224 that 
the user may select to have the financial indicator provided on 
a payment terminal, all of which are discussed in further 
detail below. 

0033. In an embodiment, in response to the user selecting 
the apply budget selector 206a and selecting (or creating) a 
spending budget in the budget input 206b, selecting the 
graphical display selector 214, and selecting the audio provi 
sion selector 216, the user may be presented with a financial 
indicator details screen 226, illustrated in FIG. 2b. For 
example, the user may select or create a spending budget that 
sets an amount the user wishes to spend during a time period. 
For example, the user may only wish to spend a given amount 
of money (S100, S500, etc.) each day, week, month, or other 
period of time, and the spending budget may be set to track the 
users spending with regard to those spending budget details. 
Furthermore, the user may associate spending budgets with 
different types of spending Such as, for example, spending on 
groceries, restaurants, bars, etc. While a few examples have 
been given, a variety of spending budgets will fall within the 
scope of the present disclosure. Furthermore, while the 
spending budgets are described herein as directed to real 
currencies, they may be applied to virtual currencies, such as 
those used in videos games, as well. 
0034. The financial indicator details screen 226 includes a 
graphical financial indicator details section 228 that allows 
the user to selector provide images for financial indicators for 
a plurality of predetermined spending budget statuses, includ 
ing an image input 228a for a financial indicator that indicates 
when the user is below their spending budget, an image input 
228b for a financial indicator that indicates when the user has 
reached their spending budget, and an image input 228c for a 
financial indicator that indicates when the user is over their 
spending budget. The financial indicator details screen 226 
also includes an audio financial indicator details section 230 
that allows the user to select or provide audio for a plurality of 
predetermined spending budget statuses, including in an 
audio input 230a for a financial indicator that indicates when 
the user is below their spending budget, an audio input 230b 
for a financial indicator that indicates when the user has 
reached their spending budget, an audio input 228c for a 
financial indicator that indicates when the user is over their 
spending budget. In an embodiment, the user may select from 
a plurality of provided audio files, or may record a voice 
speaking into the user device 200 to provide an audio file as an 
audio financial indicator, and that audio file may be sent over 
the network from the user device for association with a pre 
determined spending budget status. 
0035. While a specific example of a financial indicator 
set-up screen 204 and financial indicator details screen 226 
has been provided above that allows a user to set up one or 
more financial indicators and provide financial indictor 
details, a user is not required to set up a financial indicator. In 
an embodiment, an account provider, payment service pro 
vider, or other financial strength indication system provider 
may automatically provide financial indicators that are asso 
ciated with spending budgets, financial accounts, property 
values, product details, and/or a variety of other financial 
entities belonging to the user. For example, a spending budget 
application may include an application icon that automati 
cally includes a financial indicator associated with a spending 
budget created using the spending budget application, a finan 
cial account application may include an application icon that 
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automatically includes a financial indicator associated with a 
financial account (e.g., a payment account, a stock or other 
securities account, a virtual currency account, etc.), a prop 
erty value application may include an application icon that 
automatically includes a financial indicator associated with a 
piece of property, and a product selling application may 
include an application icon that automatically includes a 
financial indicator associated with details of products being 
sold. Furthermore, details of the financial indicators may be 
defaulted (e.g., for graphical display on an icon) and then 
adjustable by the user. 
0036. The method 100 then proceeds to block 104 where 
financial indicator(s) are associated with at least one account 
of the user in a database. As discussed above, a variety of 
different financial indicators may be associated with a variety 
of different user accounts at block 102. In an embodiment, the 
account provider device, payment service provider device, 
and/or other financial strength indication system provider 
device may receive the financial indicators, financial indica 
tor details, and/or accounts at block 102 of the method 100 
(e.g., over the network from the user device 200) and associ 
ated them in a database. In another embodiment, the financial 
indicators, financial indicator details, and accounts may be 
associated in a database in the user device 200. For example, 
a financial indicator may include a graphic that is displayed 
on an application icon and may be associated with one or 
more financial accounts, spending budgets, property values, 
or a product in a database. In another example, a financial 
indicator may include a graphic that is displayed on an appli 
cation home page and may be associated with one or more 
financial accounts in a database. In yet another example, a 
plurality of financial indicators may include visual financial 
indicators and/or audio financial indicators that that may be 
provided on a payment terminal or user device in response to 
a payment request, and may be associated with one or more 
predetermined spending budget statuses in a database. While 
a few examples of the association of financial indicators and 
accounts, budgets, property, and products have been pro 
vided, financial indicators may be associated with any finan 
cial entities and/or financial details of a user while remaining 
within the scope of the present disclosure. 
0037 Referring now to FIGS. 1, 3a, 3b, 3c, 3d, and 4, 
embodiments of the method 100 that skip optional blocks 106 
and 112 are illustrated and described below. In these embodi 
ments, the method 100 proceeds from block 104 to block 108 
where a current status associated with the at least one account 
is determined, and then to block 110 where a financial indi 
cator is provided for display to the user. 
0038. For example, referring first to FIGS. 3a and 3b, the 
user device 200 is illustrated displaying a home page 300, or 
mobile device “springboard'. that includes a plurality of 
application icons and/or user-created shortcut icons. The plu 
rality of application icons and/or user-created shortcut icons 
include a financial application icon302a. In this embodiment, 
a visual financial indicator for graphical display on the appli 
cation icon 302a, as discussed above, has been associated 
with one or more financial accounts, a spending budget, a 
property value, or a product detail (e.g., a product bid number 
and bid details for a product listed on an auction), and is being 
displayed on the financial application icon 302a. Thus, at 
block 108, a current status associated with the one or more 
financial accounts, a spending budget, a property value, or a 
product detail may be retrieved by the user device 200, an 
account provider device, a payment service provider device, 
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and/or a financial strength indication system provider device. 
Then, at block 110, the financial indicator may be modified so 
that it reflects the current status of the associated account, 
retrieved at block 108, and then provided for display on the 
display screen 202 of the user device 202 to the user on the 
financial application icon 302a. 
0039 For example, as illustrated in FIG. 3a, a current 
balance of a payment account may have been retrieved at 
block 108, and the visual financial indicator that is displayed 
as a graphic on the application icon 302a may be modified 
such that it includes a plurality offinancial strength bars 304a, 
304b, 304c., and so on, that reflect that current balance of the 
payment account. In an embodiment, the “full and “empty” 
account balance values may be preset and/or adjusted by the 
user such that financial strength bars 304a, 304b, 304c., etc. 
provide an indication to the user of the financial strength of 
the user with regard to the payment account, but would not 
indicate to a third party viewing the application icon 302a/ 
financial indicator the current balance of the payment 
account. For example, the “full account balance of the pay 
ment account may be set at S10,000 and the “empty' account 
balance of the payment account may be set at S100, and in the 
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3a, the financial indicator on 
the financial application icon 302a would indicate to the user 
that their financial account is at or close to “full/S10,000. 
0040. In another embodiment, the financial indicator on 
the application icon 302a illustrated in FIG.3a may be asso 
ciated with a plurality of payment accounts, and the financial 
strength bars 304a,304b,304c, etc. as illustrated would indi 
cate to the user that those payment accounts are at a “full 
account balance, whatever that amount has been set at. In 
another embodiment, the financial indicator on the applica 
tion icon 302a illustrated in FIG.3a may be associated with a 
spending budget, and the financial strength bars 304a, 304b, 
304c., etc. as illustrated may indicate to the user that they have 
spent most of their budget for whatevertime period the budget 
is associated with (e.g., the financial strength bars 304a,304b, 
304c., etc. are added as spending associated with the spending 
budget occurs), may indicate to the user that they have most of 
their spending budget left to spend (e.g., the financial strength 
bars 304a, 304b, 304c., etc. are taken away as spending asso 
ciated with the spending budget occurs), and/or may provide 
other indications to the user as to the status of their spending 
budget depending on how the user has set up the financial 
indicator. 

0041. In another embodiment, the financial indicator on 
the application icon 302a illustrated in FIG.3a may be asso 
ciated with a property value or a plurality of property values, 
and the financial strength bars 304a,304b, 304c., etc. as illus 
trated may indicate to the user that their property value is at a 
relatively high level (e.g., as set by the user similarly as 
discussed above, using averages of the property value over a 
predetermined time period, etc.) In yet another embodiment, 
the financial indicator on the application icon 302a illustrated 
in FIG.3a may be associated with a product, and the financial 
strength bars 304a, 304b, 304c., etc. as illustrated may indi 
cate to the user that offers orbids on that product are close to 
an asking price (or other user desired price) of the product. 
While a few examples have been provided, the financial 
strength bars 304a, 304b, 304c., etc. of the financial indicator 
illustrated in FIG. 3a may be applied to other accounts of a 
user including, but not limited to, Stock or other security 
accounts, virtual currency accounts, and/or a variety of other 
accounts known in the art. Furthermore, coloring or other 

Mar. 20, 2014 

visual indicators may be used to indicate the financial 
strength of a user including, but not limited to, providing 
financial strength bars 304a,304b, 304c., etc. in a green color 
when the financial strength indication is relatively good, in a 
yellow color when the financial strength indication is rela 
tively neutral, and in a red color when the financial strength 
indication is relatively bad. 
0042. Referring now to FIG. 3b, the determining of the 
current status associated with the at least one account at block 
108 and the provision of the financial indicator for display to 
the user may occur periodically or continuously. For example, 
after the financial indicator including the financial strength 
bars 304a, 304b, and 304c has been displayed using the 
application icon 302a, as illustrated in FIG.3a, a new current 
status of the at least one account may be retrieved and used to 
modify the financial indicator Such that financial strength bars 
304d and 304e are displayed on the application icon 302a, as 
illustrated in FIG. 3b. 

0043. Thus, in one of the examples provided above, the 
current balance of a payment account or plurality of payment 
accounts may have decreased, and that would be indicated to 
the user by displaying the financial indicator on the applica 
tion icon 302a with less financial strength bars (e.g., the 
financial strength bars 304d and 304e in FIG. 3b relative to 
financial strength bars 304a, 304b, 304c., etc. in FIG.3a.) In 
another of the examples provided above, the current status of 
a spending budget may have changed (e.g., the user may have 
spent in a manner associated with the spending budget), and 
that change would be indicated to the user by displaying the 
financial indicator on the application icon 302a with less 
financial strength bars (e.g., the financial strength bars 304d 
and 304e in FIG. 3b relative to financial strength bars 304a, 
304b, 304c., etc. in FIG. 3a.) In another of the examples 
provided above, the value of property may have decreased, 
and that decrease would be indicated to the userby displaying 
the financial indicator on the application icon 302a with less 
financial strength bars (e.g., the financial strength bars 304d 
and 304e in FIG. 3b relative to financial strength bars 304a, 
304b, 304c., etc. in FIG. 3a.) In another of the examples 
provided above, the bids on a product may have been with 
drawn, and that withdrawal would be indicated to the user by 
displaying the financial indicator on the application icon302a 
with less financial strength bars (e.g., the financial strength 
bars 304d and 304e in FIG. 3b relative to financial strength 
bars 304a, 304b, 304c., etc. in FIG.3a.) 
0044. In another example, as illustrated in FIG. 3c, prod 
uct details associated with the attempted sale of a product 
(e.g., a product auction in the illustrated embodiment) may 
have been retrieved at block 108, and the visual financial 
indicator that is provided for display to the user includes a 
graphic on a product application icon 302b that may be modi 
fied such that it includes a plurality of product details 306a 
and 306b that reflect the current status of the product sale. In 
the illustrated embodiment, the product detail 306a indicates 
to a user that a product they have for sale at auction has 
received 15 bids, and the product detail 306b indicates to the 
user that 3 of those bids are at the reserve price of the product 
(e.g., the lowest price at which the user is willing to sell the 
product.) As discussed above with reference to FIGS. 3a and 
3b, blocks 108 and 110 may be periodically or continuously 
performed to update the product details 306a and 306b of the 
financial indicator displayed on the product application icon 
302b as details associated with the product change. 
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0045. In another example, as illustrated in FIG.3d, a prop 
erty value or property values may have been retrieved at block 
108, and the visual financial indicator that is provided for 
display to the user includes a graphic on a property applica 
tion icon 302c that may be modified such that it includes a 
numerical financial indicator 308 that reflects the current 
value of a piece of property or plurality of pieces of property. 
In the illustrated embodiment, the numerical financial indi 
cator 308 indicates to a user that the property or properties 
associated with the financial indicator are currently valued at 
S250,000. As discussed above with reference to FIGS.3a and 
3b, blocks 108 and 110 may be periodically or continuously 
performed to update the numerical value 308 for the property 
value or values on the financial indicator displayed on the 
property application icon 302c as that property value or those 
property values change. 

0046. In another example, referring now to FIG.4, the user 
device 200 is illustrated displaying an account application 
home page 400 that includes a stock or securities account 
activity section 402 having a plurality of account activities 
402a, 402b, 402c, and 402d. The account application home 
page 400 also includes a financial indicator 404 having a 
plurality of financial strength bars 404a, 404b, 404c., etc. that 
may be “filled/colored or empty/unfilled/uncolored. In this 
embodiment, a visual financial indicator for graphical display 
on an application home page 400, as discussed above, has 
been associated with one or more stock or security accounts 
and is being displayed on the account application home page 
400. Thus, at block 108, a current status associated with the 
one or more stock or security accounts may be retrieved by the 
user device 200, an account provider device, a payment Ser 
Vice provider device, and/or a financial strength indication 
system provider device. Then, at block 110, the financial 
indicator 404 may be modified so that it reflects the current 
status retrieved at block 108 and provided for display to the 
user on the account application home page 400. 
0047 For example, as illustrated in FIG. 4, a current bal 
ance of a stock or security account may have been retrieved at 
block 108, and the financial indicator 404 that is displayed as 
a graphic on the account application home page 400 may be 
modified such that financial strength bars 404a, 404b, 404c. 
etc. are “filled/colored and empty/unfilled/uncolored to 
reflect that current balance of the stock or security account. In 
an embodiment, the “full” and "empty' account balance val 
ues may be preset and/or adjusted by the user Such that finan 
cial strength bars 404a, 404b, 404c., etc. provide an indication 
to the user of the financial strength with regard to the stock or 
security account, but would not indicate to a third party view 
ing the accountapplication homepage 400/financial indicator 
the current balance of the stock or security account. For 
example, the “full' account balance of the stock or security 
account may be set at S100,000 and the “empty' account 
balance of the stock or security account may be set at S10,000, 
and in the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3a, the financial 
indicator 404 on the payment application home page 400 
would indicate to the user that their stock or security account 
is approximately half full or at S50,000. As discussed above 
with reference to FIGS.3a and3b, blocks 108 and 110 may be 
periodically or continuously performed to update the finan 
cial indicator 404 on the account application home page 400 
with “filled/colored and empty/unfilled/uncolored financial 
strength bars 404a, 404b, 404c., etc. such that the financial 
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indicator 404 displayed on the account application homepage 
400 reflects the changing value of the stock or security 
acCOunt OracCOuntS. 

0048 Referring now to FIGS. 1, 5a, 5b, and 5c, an 
embodiment of the method 100 that includes optional blocks 
106 and 112 is illustrated and described below. In this 
embodiment, a plurality of financial indicators have been 
associated with predetermined spending budget statuses for a 
spending budget associated with one or more payment 
accounts of the user, as discussed above. Following block 
104, the method 100 proceeds to block 106 where a payment 
request is received from a user. In the illustrated embodiment, 
a payment terminal 500 including a display screen 502 and a 
speaker 504 or other audio device is provided to the user for 
making a payment for purchases. For example, a merchant 
may provide a merchant device that includes the payment 
terminal 500 at a point-of-sale as part of a self check-out 
system in which the user scans products for purchase and 
provides payment using the payment terminal 500, a credit 
card check-out system in which the merchant scans products 
or inputs services into the system and the user provides pay 
ment using the payment terminal 500, and/or a variety of 
other merchant devices known in the art for providing pay 
ment by a user to a merchant. The payment terminal 500 may 
be provided by the user device 200 for the user to provide 
payments over a network (e.g., the user may use a mobile 
phone that displays the details illustrated in FIG. 5a as being 
displayed on the payment terminal 500.) 
0049. At block 106, the user may provide a payment 
instrument to the payment terminal 500 in order to make a 
payment request to make a payment from a user payment 
account to a merchant account for products and/or services 
that the user is purchasing from the merchant. For example, 
the user may present a credit card, debit card, or other pay 
ment instrument known in the art to the payment terminal to 
send the payment request from a respective credit account, 
debit account, and/or other account. In another example, the 
payment terminal 500 may be the user device 200 discussed 
above, and the user may use a payment application on the user 
device 200/payment terminal 500 to select a user payment 
account and/or otherwise make a payment request to make a 
payment using the user payment account. The payment 
request is then sent over the network and received by an 
account provider device, payment service provider device, 
and/or financial strength indication system device. 
0050. The method 100 then proceeds to block 108 where a 
current status associated with the at least one account is 
retrieved. In an embodiment, upon receiving the payment 
request, the account provider device, payment service pro 
vider device, and/or financial strength indication system 
device will determine the user payment account that is asso 
ciated with the payment request. The user payment account 
may then be used to retrieve the current status of that payment 
account and/or of one or more other payment accounts of the 
user, which may include a current balance of the payment 
account, a current balance of the plurality of payment 
accounts, a current spending budget status associated with a 
spending budget that uses funds in the payment account, a 
current spending budget status associated with a spending 
budget the uses funds in the plurality of payment accounts, 
and/or a variety of other current payment account statuses 
known in the art. In the example illustrated in FIGS. 5a, 5b, 
and 5c., a current spending budget status for one or more 
payment accounts is retrieved by retrieving a plurality of 
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spending details related to purchases made over a time period 
(i.e., according to a spending budget set by the user) using the 
one or more payment accounts. 
0051. The method 100 then proceeds to block 110 where a 
financial indicator is provided for display to the user. In an 
embodiment, the current spending budget status determined 
in block 108 may be compared to a plurality of predetermined 
spending budget statuses that are associated with the payment 
account being used to make the payment request in order to 
determine which of the predetermined spending budget sta 
tuses include the current spending budget status. FIG. 5a 
illustrates a situation in which the current spending budget 
status retrieved at block 108 is included in a predetermined 
spending budget status that is associated with a financial 
indicator that indicates to the user that they are above their 
spending budget. 
0052. The payment terminal 500 in FIG.5a is displaying a 
payment request detail section 506 that includes an amount of 
the payment request, a user payment account identifier asso 
ciated with the payment request, and may include a variety of 
other payment request details known in the art. The payment 
terminal 500 is also displaying an authorization section 508 
that allows the user to authorize the payment request (e.g., by 
signing and selecting an accept button), discussed in further 
detail below. The payment terminal 500 may also display a 
financial indicator 510 that may have been determined by 
comparing the current spending budget status determined at 
block 108 to a spending budget associated with the payment 
account being used to make the payment request and which, 
in the illustrated embodiment, includes a plurality offinancial 
strength indicator bars 510a, 510b, 510c, etc. that have been 
“filled/colored to indicate that the user is over their spending 
budget. 
0053. The payment terminal 500 or other financial indica 
tor provisioning device may also display a visual financial 
indicator 512 that has been provided for display to the userby 
comparing the current spending budget status determined at 
block 108 to the plurality of predetermined spending budgets 
(e.g., set at block 102) and retrieving the financial indicator 
associated with the predetermined spending budget status 
that includes the current budget status. In the illustrated 
embodiment, the visual financial indicator 512 includes an 
image selected or provided by the user (e.g., as discussed 
above with reference to FIG. 2b) to indicate to the user that 
they are above the spending budget, which includes a 
“thumbs down” image in the illustrated embodiment, but may 
include video, animated graphics, and/or any other visual 
media the user may have a negative association with. The 
payment terminal 500 or other financial indicator provision 
ing device may also provide an audio financial indicator to the 
user using the speaker 504 or other audio device by compar 
ing the current spending budget status determined at block 
108 to the plurality of predetermined spending budgets (e.g., 
set at block 102) and retrieving the audio financial indicator 
associated with the predetermined spending budget status 
that includes the current budget status. The audio financial 
indicator 512 includes an audio clip selected or provided by 
the user (e.g., as discussed above with reference to FIG.2b) to 
indicate to the user that they are above the spending budget, 
which may include sad music, a Voice recorded by the user 
(e.g., "Stop spending money), and/or any audio that the user 
may have a negative association with. Thus, FIG. 5a illus 
trates how the system may, upon receiving a payment request 
from a user, provide the user with financial indicators that 
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indicate to the user that they are above a spending budget, and 
may provide negative images and/or audio that discourage 
further spending that is above that spending budget. 
0054 FIG. 5b illustrates a situation in which the current 
spending budget status retrieved at block 108 is included in a 
predetermined spending budget status that is associated with 
a financial indicator that indicates to the user that they are 
below their spending budget. The payment terminal 500 in 
FIG.5b is displaying the same payment request detail section 
506 and authorization section 508 as discussed above. How 
ever, the payment terminal 500 may also display the financial 
indicator 510 that may have been determined by comparing 
the current spending budget status determined at block 108 to 
spending budget associated with the payment account being 
used to make the payment request and which, in the illustrated 
embodiment, includes the plurality of financial strength indi 
cator bars 510a, 510b, 510c, etc. that have been “filled/ 
colored to indicate that the user is below their spending bud 
get. 
0055. The payment terminal 500 or other financial indica 
tor provisioning device may also display a visual financial 
indicator 514 that has been provided for display to the userby 
comparing the current spending budget status determined at 
block 108 to the plurality of predetermined spending budgets 
(e.g., set at block 102) and retrieving the financial indicator 
associated with the predetermined spending budget status 
that includes the current budget status. In the illustrated 
embodiment, the visual financial indicator 512 includes an 
image selected or provided by the user (e.g., as discussed 
above with reference to FIG. 2b) to indicate to the user that 
they are below the spending budget, which includes a 
“thumbs up' image in the illustrated embodiment, but may 
include video, animated graphics, and/or any other visual 
media the user may have a positive association with. The 
payment terminal 500 or other financial indicator provision 
ing device may also provide an audio financial indicator to the 
user using the speaker 504 or other audio device by compar 
ing the current spending budget status determined at block 
108 to the plurality of predetermined spending budgets (e.g., 
set at block 102) and retrieving the audio financial indicator 
associated with the predetermined spending budget status 
that includes the current budget status. The audio financial 
indicator 512 includes an audio clip selected or provided by 
the user (e.g., as discussed above with reference to FIG.2b) to 
indicate to the user that they are below the spending budget, 
which may include happy music, a Voice recorded by the user 
(e.g., "Nice job!), and/or any audio that the user may have a 
positive association with. Thus, FIG. 5b illustrates how the 
system may, upon receiving a payment request from a user, 
provide the user with financial indicators that indicate to the 
user that they are below a spending budget, and may provide 
positive images and/or audio that indicate to the user that 
further spending within the spending budget is okay. 
0056 FIG. 5c illustrates a situation in which the current 
spending budget status retrieved at block 108 is included in a 
predetermined spending budget status that is associated with 
a financial indicator that indicates to the user that they have 
reached their spending budget. The payment terminal 500 in 
FIG. 5c is displaying the same payment request detail section 
506 and authorization section 508 as discussed above. How 
ever, the payment terminal 500 may also display the financial 
indicator 510 that may have been determined by comparing 
the current spending budget status determined at block 108 to 
spending budget associated with the payment account being 
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used to make the payment request and which, in the illustrated 
embodiment, includes the plurality of financial strength indi 
cator bars 510a, 510b, 510c, etc. that have been “filled/ 
colored to indicate that the user has reached their spending 
budget. 

0057 The payment terminal 500 or other financial indica 
tor provisioning device may also display a visual financial 
indicator 516 that has been provided for display to the userby 
comparing the current spending budget status determined at 
block 108 to the plurality of predetermined spending budgets 
(e.g., set at block 102) and retrieving the financial indicator 
associated with the predetermined spending budget status 
that includes the current budget status. In the illustrated 
embodiment, the visual financial indicator 512 includes an 
image selected or provided by the user (e.g., as discussed 
above with reference to FIG. 2b) to indicate to the user that 
they have reached their spending budget, which includes a 
“webbing finger image in the illustrated embodiment, but 
may include video, animated graphics, and/or any other 
visual media the user may associate with a warning The 
payment terminal 500 may also provide an audio financial 
indicator to the user using the speaker 504 or other audio 
device by comparing the current spending budget status 
determined at block 108 to the plurality of predetermined 
spending budgets (e.g., set at block 102) and retrieving the 
audio financial indicator associated with the predetermined 
spending budget status that includes the current budget status. 
The audio financial indicator 512 includes an audio clip 
selected or provided by the user (e.g., as discussed above with 
reference to FIG. 2b) to indicate to the user that they have 
reached their spending budget, which may include a warning 
sound, a voice recorded by the user (e.g., “Watch it”), and/or 
any audio that the user may associate with a warning. Thus, 
FIG. 5c illustrates how the system may, upon receiving a 
payment request from a user, provide the user with financial 
indicators that indicate to the user that they have reached a 
spending budget, and may provide warning images and/or 
audio that indicate to the user that that they should be cautious 
with further spending associated with the spending budget. 
0058. The method 100 then may proceed to block 112 
where user payment authorization may be received. In some 
situations, it is expected that a user will receive warning 
images/audio and/or negative images/audio and decide not to 
make the payment, in which case block 112 of the method 100 
will be skipped. However, upon receiving positive images/ 
audio, the user may use the authorization section 508 to send 
an authorization over the network to make the payment 
according to the payment request to the account provider 
device or payment service provider device, which will cause 
a transfer of funds from the user payment account to a mer 
chant account of the merchant. 

0059. Thus, a system and method for providing an indica 
tion of financial strength has been described that associates 
visual and/or audio financial indicators with accounts of a 
user that may include financial accounts, spending budgets 
associated with financial accounts, property, products, and/or 
a variety of other financial entities known in the art. Users 
may be provided with the financial indicator as quickly ref 
erenced indicator of their financial strength as it relates to one 
or more financial accounts, spending budgets, owned prop 
erty, products for sale, etc. Users may also be provided with 
financial indicator upon making a payment request for a pur 
chase to encourage good spending behavior and discourage 
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bad spending behavior (e.g., according to balances in pay 
ment accounts, statuses of spending budget, etc.) 
0060 Referring now to FIG. 6, an embodiment of a net 
worked system 600 used in the financial strength indication 
system described above is illustrated. The networked system 
600 includes a plurality of user devices 602, a plurality of 
merchant devices 604, a payment service provider device 
606, a plurality of account holder devices 608, and a financial 
strength indication system provider device 609 in communi 
cation over a network 610. Any of the user devices 602 may be 
the user device 200, discussed above. The merchant devices 
604 may be the merchant devices discussed above (e.g., 
including the payment terminal 500) and may be operated by 
the merchants discussed above. The payment service pro 
vider device 606 may be the payment service provider devices 
discussed above and may be operated by a payment service 
provider such as, for example, PayPal Inc. of San Jose, Calif. 
The account provider devices 608 may be the account pro 
vider devices discussed above and may be operated by the 
account providers discussed above Such as, for example, 
credit card account providers, bank account providers, Sav 
ings account providers, and a variety of other account provid 
ers known in the art. The financial strength indication system 
provider device 609 may be the financial strength indication 
system provider devices discussed above and may be oper 
ated by the financial strength indication system providers 
discussed above. 
0061 The user devices 602, merchant devices 604, pay 
ment service provider device 606, account provider devices 
608, and/or financial strength indication system provider 
device 609 may each include one or more processors, memo 
ries, and other appropriate components for executing instruc 
tions such as program code and/or data stored on one or more 
computer readable mediums to implement the various appli 
cations, data, and steps described herein. For example, Such 
instructions may be stored in one or more computer readable 
mediums such as memories or data storage devices internal 
and/or external to various components of the system 600, 
and/or accessible over the network 610. 
0062. The network 610 may be implemented as a single 
network or a combination of multiple networks. For example, 
in various embodiments, the network 610 may include the 
Internet and/or one or more intranets, landline networks, 
wireless networks, and/or other appropriate types of net 
works. 
0063. The user device 602 may be implemented using any 
appropriate combination of hardware and/or Software config 
ured for wired and/or wireless communication over network 
610. For example, in one embodiment, the user device 602 
may be implemented as a personal computer of a user in 
communication with the Internet. In other embodiments, the 
user device 602 may be a Smartphone, personal digital assis 
tant (PDA), laptop computer, and/or other types of computing 
devices. 
0064. The user device 602 may include one or more 
browser applications which may be used, for example, to 
provide a convenient interface to permit the user to browse 
information available over the network 610. For example, in 
one embodiment, the browser application may be imple 
mented as a web browser configured to view information 
available over the Internet. 

0065. The user device 602 may also include one or more 
toolbar applications which may be used, for example, to 
provide user-side processing for performing desired tasks in 
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response to operations selected by the user. In one embodi 
ment, the toolbar application may display a user interface in 
connection with the browser application. 
0066. The user device 602 may further include other appli 
cations as may be desired in particular embodiments to pro 
vide desired features to the user device 602. In particular, the 
other applications may include a payment application for 
payments assisted by a payment service provider through the 
payment service provider device 606. The other applications 
may also include security applications for implementing 
user-side security features, programmatic user applications 
for interfacing with appropriate application programming 
interfaces (APIs) over the network 610, or other types of 
applications. Email and/or text applications may also be 
included, which allow the payer to send and receive emails 
and/or text messages through the network 610. The user 
device 602 includes one or more user and/or device identifiers 
which may be implemented, for example, as operating system 
registry entries, cookies associated with the browser applica 
tion, identifiers associated with hardware of the user device 
602, or other appropriate identifiers, such as a phone number. 
In one embodiment, the user identifier may be used by the 
payment service provider device 606 and/or account provider 
device 608 to associate the user with a particular account as 
further described herein. 

0067. The merchant device 604 may be maintained, for 
example, by a conventional or on-line merchant, conventional 
or digital goods seller, individual seller, and/or application 
developer offering various products and/or services in 
exchange for payment to be received conventionally or over 
the network 610. In this regard, the merchant device 604 may 
include a database identifying available products and/or ser 
vices (e.g., collectively referred to as items) which may be 
made available for viewing and purchase by the user. 
0068. The merchant device 604 also includes a checkout 
application which may be configured to facilitate the pur 
chase by the payer of items. The checkout application may be 
configured to accept payment information from the user 
through the user device 602, the account provider through the 
account provider device 608, and/or from the payment ser 
vice provider through the payment service provider device 
606 over the network 610. 

0069. Referring now to FIG. 7, an embodiment of a user 
device 700 is illustrated. The user device 700 may be the user 
devices 200 and/or 602. The user device 700 includes a chas 
sis 702 having a display 704 and an input device including the 
display 704 and a plurality of input buttons 706. One of skill 
in the art will recognize that the user device 700 is a portable 
or mobile phone including a touch screen input device and a 
plurality of input buttons that allow the functionality dis 
cussed above with reference to the method 100. However, a 
variety of other portable/mobile payer devices and/or desktop 
payer devices may be used in the method 100 without depart 
ing from the scope of the present disclosure. 
0070 Referring now to FIG. 8, an embodiment of a com 
puter system 800 suitable for implementing, for example, the 
user device 200, the user device 602, the user device 700, the 
merchant device 604, the payment service provider device 
606, the account provider device 608, and/or the financial 
strength indication system provider device 609 is illustrated. 
It should be appreciated that other devices utilized by users, 
merchants, payment service providers, account providers, 
and other financial strength indication system providers in the 
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financial strength indication system discussed above may be 
implemented as the computer system 800 in a manner as 
follows. 
(0071. In accordance with various embodiments of the 
present disclosure, computer system 800. Such as a computer 
and/or a network server, includes a bus 802 or other commu 
nication mechanism for communicating information, which 
interconnects Subsystems and components, such as a process 
ing component 804 (e.g., processor, micro-controller, digital 
signal processor (DSP), etc.), a system memory component 
806 (e.g., RAM), a static storage component 808 (e.g., ROM), 
a disk drive component 810 (e.g., magnetic or optical), a 
network interface component 812 (e.g., modem or Ethernet 
card), a display component 814 (e.g., CRT or LCD), an input 
component 818 (e.g., keyboard, keypad, or virtual keyboard), 
a cursor control component 820 (e.g., mouse, pointer, or 
trackball), and/or a location determination component 822 
(e.g., a Global Positioning System (GPS) device as illus 
trated, a cell tower triangulation device, and/or a variety of 
other location determination devices known in the art.) In one 
implementation, the disk drive component 810 may comprise 
a database having one or more disk drive components. 
0072. In accordance with embodiments of the present dis 
closure, the computer system 800 performs specific opera 
tions by the processor 804 executing one or more sequences 
of instructions contained in the memory component 806. Such 
as described herein with respect to the user device 200, 602, 
and 700, the merchant device(s) 604, the payment service 
provider device 606, the account provider device(s) 608, and/ 
or the financial strength indication system provider device 
609. Such instructions may be read into the system memory 
component 806 from another computer readable medium, 
such as the static storage component 808 or the disk drive 
component 810. In other embodiments, hard-wired circuitry 
may be used in place of or in combination with software 
instructions to implement the present disclosure. 
0073 Logic may be encoded in a computer readable 
medium, which may refer to any medium that participates in 
providing instructions to the processor 804 for execution. 
Such a medium may take many forms, including but not 
limited to, non-volatile media, Volatile media, and transmis 
sion media. In an embodiment, the computer readable 
medium is non-transitory. In various implementations, non 
Volatile media includes optical or magnetic disks, such as the 
disk drive component 810, volatile media includes dynamic 
memory, Such as the system memory component 806, and 
transmission media includes coaxial cables, copper wire, and 
fiber optics, including wires that comprise the bus 802. In one 
example, transmission media may take the form of acoustic or 
light waves, such as those generated during radio wave and 
infrared data communications. 

0074. Some common forms of computer readable media 
includes, for example, floppy disk, flexible disk, hard disk, 
magnetic tape, any other magnetic medium, CD-ROM, any 
other optical medium, punch cards, paper tape, any other 
physical medium with patterns of holes, RAM, PROM, 
EPROM, FLASH-EPROM, any other memory chip or car 
tridge, carrier wave, or any other medium from which a com 
puter is adapted to read. 
0075. In various embodiments of the present disclosure, 
execution of instruction sequences to practice the present 
disclosure may be performed by the computer system 800. In 
various other embodiments of the present disclosure, a plu 
rality of the computer systems 800 coupled by a communi 
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cation link 824 to the network 610 (e.g., such as a LAN, 
WLAN, PTSN, and/or various other wired or wireless net 
works, including telecommunications, mobile, and cellular 
phone networks) may perform instruction sequences to prac 
tice the present disclosure in coordination with one another. 
0076. The computer system 800 may transmit and receive 
messages, data, information and instructions, including one 
or more programs (i.e., application code) through the com 
munication link 824 and the network interface component 
812. The network interface component 812 may include an 
antenna, either separate or integrated, to enable transmission 
and reception via the communication link824. Received pro 
gram code may be executed by processor 804 as received 
and/or stored in disk drive component 810 or some other 
non-volatile storage component for execution. 
0077 Referring now to FIG.9, an embodiment of a finan 
cial strength indication system provider device 900 is illus 
trated. In an embodiment, the device 900 may be the user 
device 200, 602, and 700, the payment service provider 
device 606, the account provider device 608, and/or a third 
party device. The device 900 includes a communication 
engine 902 that is coupled to the network 610 and to a finan 
cial strength indication engine 904 that is coupled to a user 
database 906 and a financial indicator database 908. The 
communication engine 902 may be software or instructions 
stored on a computer-readable medium that allows the device 
900 to send and receive information over the network 610. 
The financial strength indication engine 904 may be software 
or instructions stored on a computer-readable medium that is 
operable to receive financial indicators, associate financial 
indicators in the financial indicator database 908 with pay 
ment accounts in the user database 906, receive payment 
requests, determine a current status of accounts of a user in the 
user database 906, compare the current status of spending 
budgets of a user to predetermined statuses in the financial 
indicator database 908, provide financial indicators for dis 
play to the user, and provide any of the other functionality that 
is discussed above. While the databases 906 and 908 has been 
illustrated as located in the device 900, one of skill in the art 
will recognize that they may be connected to the financial 
strength indication system provider device 900 through the 
network 210 without departing from the scope of the present 
disclosure. 

0078. Where applicable, various embodiments provided 
by the present disclosure may be implemented using hard 
ware, Software, or combinations of hardware and Software. 
Also, where applicable, the various hardware components 
and/or software components set forth herein may be com 
bined into composite components comprising software, hard 
ware, and/or both without departing from the scope of the 
present disclosure. Where applicable, the various hardware 
components and/or software components set forth herein may 
be separated into Sub-components comprising software, 
hardware, or both without departing from the scope of the 
present disclosure. In addition, where applicable, it is con 
templated that Software components may be implemented as 
hardware components and Vice-versa. 
0079 Software, in accordance with the present disclosure, 
Such as program code and/or data, may be stored on one or 
more computer readable mediums. It is also contemplated 
that software identified herein may be implemented using one 
or more general purpose or specific purpose computers and/or 
computer systems, networked and/or otherwise. Where appli 
cable, the ordering of various steps described herein may be 
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changed, combined into composite steps, and/or separated 
into sub-steps to provide features described herein. 
0080. The foregoing disclosure is not intended to limit the 
present disclosure to the precise forms or particular fields of 
use disclosed. As such, it is contemplated that various alter 
nate embodiments and/or modifications to the present disclo 
sure, whether explicitly described or implied herein, are pos 
sible in light of the disclosure. For example, the above 
embodiments have focused on users and merchants; however, 
a user or consumer can pay, or otherwise interact with any 
type of recipient, including charities and individuals. The 
payment does not have to involve a purchase, but may be a 
loan, a charitable contribution, a gift, etc. Thus, merchant as 
used herein can also include charities, individuals, and any 
other entity or person receiving a payment from a user. Hav 
ing thus described embodiments of the present disclosure, 
persons of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that changes 
may be made in form and detail without departing from the 
Scope of the present disclosure. Thus, the present disclosure is 
limited only by the claims. 

1. A financial strength indication system, comprising: 
a non-transitory memory storing financial strength indica 

tion information, wherein the financial strength indica 
tion information includes user account information 
associated with a user, 

one or more hardware processors coupled to the memory 
and operable to read instructions from the memory to 
perform the steps of: 
associating a financial indicator and a predetermined 

spending budget status, wherein the predetermined 
spending budget status is related to a spending budget 
associated with at least one user payment account 
related to the user account information; 

receiving a payment request to make a payment to a 
merchant from the user through a merchant payment 
terminal of the merchant over a network, wherein the 
payment request includes one of the at least one user 
payment accounts; 

determining a current spending budget status using the 
spending budget and the at least one user payment 
account; and 

sending the financial indicator over the network to the 
merchant payment terminal for display to the user on 
a display device coupled to the merchant payment 
terminal, wherein the financial indicator is sent in 
response to the current spending budget status being 
included in the predetermined spending budget status. 

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the financial indicator 
includes a visual financial indicator that was previously 
received from a user device and that is displayable on the 
display device coupled to the merchant payment terminal. 

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the visual financial 
indicator includes a graphical indicator of the current spend 
ing budget status. 

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the financial indicator 
includes an audio financial indicator that is playable on an 
audio system that is coupled to the merchant payment termi 
nal. 

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the receiving the finan 
cial indicator and the predetermined spending budget status 
includes receiving a plurality of financial indicators and pre 
determined spending budget statuses, wherein each financial 
indicator is different from the other financial indicators and is 
associated with a respective predetermined spending budget 
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status, and each predetermined spending budget status is dif 
ferent from the other spending budget statuses. 

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the one or more proces 
sors are operable to read instructions from the memory to 
perform the steps of: 

receiving user payment authorization from the user 
through the merchant payment terminal Subsequent to 
the display of the financial indicator to the user. 

7. A method for providing an indication of financial 
strength, comprising: 

receiving a financial indicator and a predetermined spend 
ing budget status from a user device over a network, 
wherein the predetermined spending budget status is 
associated in a database with a spending budget for a 
user having at least one payment account; 

associating the financial indicator with the predetermined 
spending budget status in the database; 

receiving a payment request to make a payment to a mer 
chant from the user through a merchant point-of-sale 
device of the merchant over the network, wherein the 
payment request includes one of the at least one payment 
acCOunts, 

determining a current spending budget status using the 
spending budget and the at least one payment account; 
and 

sending the financial indicator over the network to the 
merchant point-of-sale device for provision to the user 
on a financial indicator provisioning device in response 
to the current spending budget status being included in 
the predetermined spending budget status. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the financial indicator 
includes a visual financial indicator and the financial indica 
tor provisioning device includes a display device coupled to 
the merchant point-of-sale device. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the visual financial 
indicator includes a graphical indicator of the current spend 
ing budget status. 

10. The method of claim 7, wherein the financial indicator 
includes an audio financial indicator and the financial indica 
tor provisioning device includes an audio device coupled to 
the merchant point-of-sale device. 

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the receiving the 
financial indicator includes recording a voice received over 
the network from the user device and storing it as the audio 
financial indicator. 

12. The method of claim 7, wherein the receiving the finan 
cial indicator and the predetermined spending budget status 
includes receiving a plurality of financial indicators and pre 
determined spending budget statuses, wherein each financial 
indicator is different from the other financial indicators and is 
associated with a respective predetermined spending budget 
status, and each predetermined spending budget status is dif 
ferent from the other predetermined spending budget sta 
tuSeS. 

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving user payment authorization from user through 

the merchant point-of-sale device over the network sub 
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sequent to the provision of the financial indicator on the 
financial indicator provisioning device. 

14. A non-transitory machine-readable medium compris 
ing a plurality of machine-readable instructions which, when 
executed by one or more processors, are adapted to cause the 
one or more processors to perform a method comprising: 

associating a financial indicator with a predetermined 
spending budget status in a database, wherein the pre 
determined spending budget status is associated with a 
spending budget for a user having at least one payment 
acCOunt, 

receiving a payment request to make a payment to a mer 
chant from a user through a merchant payment receiving 
device of the merchant over the network, wherein the 
payment request includes one of the at least one payment 
acCOunts, 

determining a current spending budget status using the 
spending budget and the at least one payment account; 
and 

sending the financial indicator over the network to the 
merchant payment receiving device for display to a user 
on a display device that is coupled to the merchant 
payment receiving device, wherein the financial indica 
tor is sent in response to the current spending budget 
status being included in the predetermined spending 
budget status. 

15. The non-transitory machine-readable medium of claim 
14, wherein the financial indicator was previously received 
from a user device. 

16. The non-transitory machine-readable medium of claim 
15, wherein the visual financial indicator includes a graphical 
indicator of the current spending budget status. 

17. The non-transitory machine-readable medium of claim 
14, wherein the financial indicator includes an audio financial 
indicator that is playable on an audio device that is coupled to 
the merchant payment receiving device. 

18. The non-transitory machine-readable medium of claim 
17, wherein the receiving the financial indicator includes 
recording a voice received over the network from a user 
device and storing it as the audio financial indicator. 

19. The non-transitory machine-readable medium of claim 
14, wherein the receiving the financial indicator and the pre 
determined spending budget status includes receiving a plu 
rality of financial indicators and predetermined spending 
budget statuses, wherein each financial indicator is different 
from the other financial indicators and is associated with a 
respective predetermined spending budget status, and each 
predetermined spending budget status is different from the 
other spending budget statuses. 

20. The non-transitory machine-readable medium of claim 
14, wherein the method further comprises: 

receiving user payment authorization from the user 
through the merchant payment receiving device over the 
network Subsequent to the display of the financial indi 
cator on the display device. 
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