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Description of the Invention

The invention provides compositions, particularly vaccine compositions that are useful
for the prevention and treatment of cancer. The vaccine may be a vaccine composition as
described in US Patent No. 6,793,923, a copy of which is attached hereto and which
forms part of this application. Therapeutic treatment of cancer 1s described 1n the
attached Appendix, which also forms part of this application. Treatment of cancer as
described in the Appendix is merely exemplary. The invention is not limited to treatment '
or prevention of any particular type of cancer or any particular mode of administration of

a vaccine.

Accordingly, in one aspect, the invention provides a method for preventing or treating
cancer, comprising: administering to a subject in need thereof an effective amount of a
vaccine composition, said vaccine composition comprising: a carrier comprising a

continuous phase of a hydrophobic substance, liposomes, an antigen, and an adjuvant.

In another aspect, the invention provides a vaccine composition for preventing or treating
cancer, the vaccine composition comprising a carrier comprising a continuous phase of a

hydrophobic substance, liposomes, an antigen, and an adjuvant.

The cancer may be any type of cancer, including, without limitation, cervical cancer,

cancer caused by HPV, melanoma, breast cancer, or prostate cancer.

The antigen may be any antigen useful for the prevention or treatment of cancer and may
be e.g. a multivalent antigen, recombinant antigen, synthetic antigen, or conjugated
protein. A nonlimiting example 1s a synthetic antigen for cervical cancer, such as the
fusion peptide of PADRE[pan-DR epitope] with a CTL epitope of E7 protein of human

papilloma virus.

The adjuvant may be any suitable adjuvant, including, without limitation, a CpG

oligonucleotide or a lipopeptide.

The subject 1s preferably a mammal, most preferably human.
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