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Zo (1,40. It ?ton, it invogy concer'72. 
Be it known that I, CHARLES M. PIERCE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Wes 
ton, in the county of Umatilla and State of Ore 
gon, have invented a new and useful Stamp 
ing-Machine, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

stamping-machines. 
The object of the present invention is to 

improve the construction of stamping-ma 
chines and to provide a simple, inexpensive, 
and efficient one designed for use in banks, 
railroad-offices, post-offices, and the like, and 
capable of being rapidly operated by either 
the foot or hand and of automatically inking 
itself after each operation. '. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed 
out in the claims here unto appended. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a stamping-machine constructed in 
accordance with this invention and arranged 
to be operated Solely by hand, the stamp be 
ing in engagement with the table. Fig. 2 is 
a side elevation showing the stamping-ma 
chine constructed to be operated either by 
hand or foot, the Stamp being in engagement 
with the ink-pad. - 

Like numerals of reference designate corre 
sponding parts in both figures of the drawings. 

1 designates a base, from the rear portion 
of which rises a short upright or post 2, hav 
ing its upper end bifurcated and receiving 
the angle of a bell-crank lever 3, which is full 
crumed on a pivot 4. The bell-crank lever 
is provided with a short rearwardly-extend 
ing arm 5, which is connected with a coiled 
spring 6, and it has a long upwardly-extend 
ing arm 7, which is connected with a longi 
tudinally-movable bar 8, that carries a stamp 
9. The coiled spring 6 is secured at its lower 
end to the base, and it is adapted to be dis 
tended, as illustrated in Fig. 1 of the accom 
panying drawings, when the stamping-ma 
chine is operated and when the stamp is in 
engagement with a table 10, whereby the 
stamp will be returned to its normal position 
when the operating mechanism is released. 
The upper end of the arm 7 of the bell-crank 

lever is bifurcated and pivoted to the rear end 
of the bar 8 by a rivet or pin 11 or other suit 
able fastening device, and when the bell-crank 
lever is oscillated it is adapted to move the bar 
8 backward and forward from the position 
shown in Fig. 2 to that illustrated in Fig. 1. 
The front portion of the bar, which is sub 
stantially T-shaped, is caused to move in a 
curved line by pivoted arms or links 12, sup 
ported by a standard 13 and arranged at op 
posite sides of the same. The lower ends of 
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the links 12 are connected with the upper end 
of the standard, the width of which is re 
duced by means of a transverse bolt 14 or 
other suitable pivot, and the upper ends of 
the links are pivoted to opposite sides of the 
bar 8 by a pin 15 or other suitable pivot. 
When the device is operated, the links oscil 
late from the position shown in. Fig. 2 to that 
illustrated in Fig. 1, and the spring 6 serves 
to return the links after the device has been 
operated by the means hereinafter described. 
The stamp preferably consists of a head 

provided at its lower face with suitable char 
acters and having an extension 16, arranged 
between two parallel members 17 of an adjust 
able clamp, which is mounted on the laterally 
extending arms or portions of the T-shaped 
bar 8. The members of the clamp consist of 
short plates or pieces bolted or otherwise se 
cured to the opposite faces of the extension 
16 of the stamp and provided at their rear 
ends with openings 18, through which the 
laterally-extending arms of the bar 8 pass. 
The members are provided at the top walls of 
the openings with threaded perforations for 
the reception of set-screws 19, whereby the 
members are secured at the desired adjust 
ment, the screws being adapted to engage the 
said laterally-extending arms. The plates or 
members, which are perforated for the recep 
tion of suitable fastening devices for securing 
them to the stamp, may be fastened to the 
ends of the stamp and stamps of any size may 
be applied to the members of the clamp; also, 
the members are capable of adjustment to po 
sition the stamp over different portions of an 
ink-pad 20. 
The ink-pad 20, which may be of any desired 

construction, is located in rear of a table 10 and 
may be supported by an extension thereof, as 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings. 
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The table, which is shown in the accompany 
ing drawings as a tapering or triangular block, 
is provided at its upper face with a cushion 
22, of felt or other suitable materia, to avoid 
injuring the type of the stamp. The inner 
end or apex of the block is cut away or re 
cessed at the top to form the shelf 21, which 
is inclined, as illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings. 
The bell-crank lever is oscillated by an op 

erating-lever 23, loosely fulcrumed in a slot 
or bifurcation of a post 24 and having its rear 
portion bent in Ward at right angles and pro 
vided with a perforated ear which is pivoted 
to the short arm of the bell-crank lever. The 
front () (bition of the lever is extended outward 
laterally at 25 and is provided with an ap 
proximately L-shaped handle portion 26, ex 
tending forward and arranged within conven 
ient reach and adapted to be depressed to 
Operate the stamping-machine.. As soon as 
the operating-lever is released the spring will 
return the parts to their normal position. A 
treadie 27 may be connected by a rod 2 with 
the Operating-lever to enable the device to be 
operated by foot-power, and when the treadie 
is employed the rod is preferably extended 
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through the base, as indicated in Fig. 2 of the 
drawings. By loosely fulcruming the operat 
ing-lever in the bifurcation of the post 24 it 
is permitted the limited longitudinal move 
ment incident to the oscillation of the short 
arm of the bell-crank lever. 

It will be seen that the stamping-machine 
is exceedingly simple and inexpensive in con 
struction, that it is adapted to be quickly op 
erated, and that it may be employed advan 
tageously in banks, post-offices, and railroad 
Offices and analogous places where a large 
a mount of stamping in a comparatively short 
time is necessary. 
Changes in the form, proportion, size, and 

the minor details of construction within the 
scope of the appended claims may be resorted 
to without departing from the spirit or sacri 
ficing any of the advantages of this invention. 
What is claimed is 
1. In a machine of the class described, the 

combination of a support, a longitudinally 
movable bar connected with the support and 
provided at its front, end with laterally-dis 
posed arms, mechanism connected with the 
longitudinally-movable bar for actuating the 
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same, the forwardly-extending clamp mem 
bers having openings to receive the laterally 
extending arms and provided with means for 
engaging the same, whereby the clamp mem 
bers are adapted to be adjusted toward and 
from each other, and a stamp secured be 
tween the clamp members and located in ad 
vance of the longitudinally-movable bar, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. In a machine of the class described, the 
combination of a base having a fixed support 
to receive the work, a standard, a longitudi 
nally-movable bar extending in advance and 
in rear of the standard and connected at a 
point between its ends with the standard by 
a link, a stamp located in advance of the 
standard and connected with the front end 
of the longitudinally-movable bar, the bell 
crank lever fulcrumed at its angle in rear of 
the standard and having its front arm elon 
gated and connected with the rear end of the 
longitudinally-imovable bar, and a lever ar 
ranged approximately parallel with the lon 
gitudinally - movable bar and loosely full 
crumed between its ends and having its rear 
end bent laterally and pivoted to the rear arm 
of the bell-crank lever, and a spring connected 
with the latter, substantially as described. 

3. In a machine of the class described, the 
combination of a base, a fixed block mounted 
on the front portion of the base and adapted 
to receive the work, a standard rising from 
the base in rear of the block, a longitudinally 
movable bar extending in advance and in rear 
of the standard and connected at a point be 
tween its ends with the standard by a link, a 
bell-crank lever fulcrumed at its angle in rear 
of the longitudinally-movable bar and having 
one of its arms elongated and pivoted to the 
said bar, a post having a slot or bifurcation, 
and an operating-lever loosely fulcrumed in 
the slot or bifurcation and extending longi 
tudinally of the machine and having its rear 
end bent at an angle and pivoted to the bell 
crank lever, substantially as described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

CHARLES M. PIERCE. 
Witnesses: 

ROBT. JAMIESON, 
J. R. KILLGORE. 
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