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This invention pertains to a cover and more particularly
to an improved cover for a terminal block.

Conventional termijnal block covers are normally made
of a rigid plastic material adapted to clip over the edges
of the elongated terminal block. The sides of these cov-
ers at the location of the terminal studs are slotted for
permitting access to the studs, Several disadvantages
have resulted from the use of these covers. The tabs
formed by the sides between the access. slots are easily
broken. Furthermore, the foreign particles may freely
enter the interior of the cover, particularly where a slot
has no wires passing through it. Once foreign particles
enter the normal terminal block cover they may freely
pass throughout its length and in many cases will short-
circuit the wires or studs,

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide a
terminal cover overcoming the disadvantages outlined
above,

Another object of this inv ntion is to provide a terminal
cover that is flexible and non-breakable, _

A further object of this invention is to provide a ter-
minal cover having normally closed apertures for provid-
ing access to the interior of the cover yet preventing ad-
mission of foreign particles,

Still another object of this invention is to provide a ter-
minal cover that will isolate each terminal stud in a sep-
arate chamber,

A still further object of this invention is to provide a
terminal cover that is a good insulator,

An additional object of this invention is to provide
terminal cover having a simplified, secure means of attach-
ment to the terminal block requiring no special tools,

These and other objects will become apparent from the
following detailed description taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings.in which,

Fig. 1 is a side elevation, partially in section, of the
cover associated with a terminal block,

Fig. 2 is'a bottom plan view of the cover,

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the cover associated with
a terminal block, and

Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken along line 4—4 of Fig. 1.

Terminal cover 1 of this invention is adapted to be
associated with a ferminal block 2 of the type normally
used in aircraft and other installations where a plurality

of connectors are required. Such a termina] block in-'

cludes a number of terminal studs 3 attached thereto in
spaced relationship as best seen in Fig. 1. Nuts 4 and 5,
threadably received on the terminal studs, secure the studs
to the terminal block and wires to the studs ag desired.

Also included with terminal block 2 are a plurality of
spaced projecting portions 6. These extend from either
side of the terminal block and are disposed between the
locations of the terminal studs. These projections are
normally tapered slightly as shown and serve to guide and
separate wires which are attached to the studs. The ter-
minal block, including the projecting portions, is normally
of a plastic material while the studs are, of course, of
metal,
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Cover 1 of this invention is a continuous one-piece
member of a flexible, resilient, jnsulating materia].
mally the cover is made of molded
be resistant to oil and other fluids.
substantially U-shaped cross section having top wall 7
and substantially parallel side walls 8 and 9, Receptacle
portions 10 included with the cover, are normally substan-
tially cylindrical, and correspond in location to projec-
tions 6. Laterally spaced partitions 11 span sides § and 9
between receptacle portions 10. The walls and partitions
of the cover thus form a plurality of separate chambers 12,

The cover is adapted to overlie the terminal block as

The cover is of a

slightly distended by the projecting The recep-
tacles thus tightly grip the projections by frictional en-
gagement and serve to retain the cover on the terminal
block. Installation of the cover is simplified by this type
of connection between the cover and the bilock. No
auxiliary clips or projecting portions are necessary. The
cover is firmly secured to the terminal block, yet may be
removed at will without difficulty. Even though many
wires are associated with the terminal block they will not
accidentally force the cover off the terminal block, No
tools are required to install the cover on the terminal
block. The free outer edges of walls 8§ and 9 extend
downwardly toward the base of the terminal block as
shown, effectively closing chambers 12.

downwardly that far.
within chambers
own chamber.
stability of the
separating,

It is necessary to provide access to chambers 12 to
permit entry of wires connected to the terminal studs,
accomplish this at least one side wall of each chamber has
a T-shaped slit 13 therein with the base of the T at the
free outer edge of the wall. Such an aperture will be
normally closed with its edges contiguous, However, the
edges may be distended to form flaps 14 and 15 thus en-
larging the apertures and Permitting access to the interior
of the chambers. Wires 16 may thus be admitted o the
interior of the chambers, By being T-shaped and elon-
gated these slits will allow any necessary number of wireg
to pass into the chambers. In some cases it will be nec-
€ssary to connect more wires 16 to a stud within a cham-
ber than in other cases, In certain other instances it will

Terminal studs 3 are received
12 and each stud is isolated within its
Partitions 11 also serve to increase the
cover and prevent the side walls from

sired, a single elongated aperture in which case flaps 14
and 15 would distend and form themselveg around the
wires in substantially the same manner as previously de-
scribed.  Other modifications of the exact shape of aper-
ture 13 are possible within the scope of the invention.
It is apparent that there is thereby provided a exible,
non-breakable, insulating terminal cover that is easily at-
tached to the terminal block, that will permit access of
varying numbers of wires to the terminal studs, and which
will preclude entrance of foreign particles and reduce the
danger of short-circuiting within the interior of the ter-
minal cover. It should also be observed that if repairs to
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the terminal block are necessary the corresponding portion
only of this terminal block cover need be removed.

The foregoing detailed description is to be clearly un-
derstood as by way of illustration only and is not to be
taken by way of limitation, the spirit and scope of this
invention being limited only by the appended claims.

We claim:

1. A cover for a terminal block having a plurality of
projecting portions and a plurality of terminal studs, said
cover comprising a continuous flexible resilient member
having a substantially U-shaped cross section and adapted
to receive said terminal studs therein, said member hav-
ing receptacle portions adapted to receive said projecting
portions said receptacle portions being dimensioned where-
by said projecting portions distend said flexible member
whereby said cover is frictionally secured to said terminal
block, said U-shaped portion having normally closed dis-
tensible aperture means corresponding in location to said
terminal studs for permitting entry of wires into said U-
shaped member -and having laterally spaced partitions
spanning said U-shaped member between said terminal
studs thereby forming a separate chamber for each stud.

9. A cover for a terminal block having a plurality of
projecting portions and 2 plurality of terminal studs, said
cover comprising an elongated continuous flexible mem-
ber having a top wall and two laterally spaced substan-
tially parallel side walls, said member including receptacie
portions adapted to receive said projecting portions said
receptacle portions being dimensioned whereby when said
projecting portions are so received and flexible member
around said receptacle portions is distended for frictionally
securing said member to said terminal block, a plurality
of spaced partitions spanning said side walls thereby iso-
lating each terminal stud in a separate chamber, said side
walls including elongated aperture means at locations cor-
responding to said studs with the edges of said aperture
means normally contiguous yet distensible for permitting
access to said studs.

3. In combination with a términal block having a plu-
rality of projecting portions and terminal studs associated
therewith, a cover comprising an clongated resilient mem-
ber, said member having a top wall and two substantially
parallel side walls, a plurality of partition walls spanning
said side walls, a plurality of substantially cylindrical re-
ceptacles associated with said walls, said member being
adapted to overlie said terminal block with said projec-
tions received in said receptacles, said receptacles having
a diameter whereby when said projections are received
therein said flexible member around said receptacles is
distended whereby said member is frictionally secured to
said terminal block, the free edges of said walls being
dimensioned to engage said block when said projecting
portions are so received in said receptacles in engagement
therewith, said walls thereby cooperating with said ter-
minal block to form a plurality of normally closed cham-
bers having said terminal studs therein, -said side walls
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having normally closed distensible apertures therethrough
for permitting access to said chambers.

4. A device as recited in claim 3 wherein said side walls
have T-shaped slits therein with the base thereof extend-
ing from the free edges of said walls for thereby forming
said distensible apertures.

5. A cover for a terminal block having projecting por-
tions, said cover comprising a continuous hollow flexible
member adapted to overlie said block, said member hav-
ing receptacle means therein for receiving said projecting
portions, said receptacle means being dimensioned where-
by when said projecting portions are so received said
flexible member around said receptacle means is distended
whereby said member frictionally adheres to said terminal
block, said member including wall portions for cooperat-
ing with said terminal block to form a plurality of cham-
bers, said wall portions having normally closed distensible
apertures for providing admission to said chambers.

6. A cover for a terminal block having an elongated
base with aligned spaced terminal studs extending there-
from, and projecting members integral with said base
transversely spaced on either side of said studs, said de-
vice comprising an elongated continuous member of fiex-
ible distensible material having a top wall and two sub-
stantially parallel side walls extending therefrom to define
a substantially U-shaped cross section, said side walls be-
ing spaced apart a greater amount than the spacing of
said projecting members for thereby providing a means to
receive said base, whereby said terminal studs are received
between said side walls; spaced transversely extending par-
titions interconnecting said side walls and said top wall
thereby to provide a plurality of separate chambers, said
partitions being spaced apart a distance such that a single
terminal stud is received in each chamber so formed, said
partitions being dimensioned to extend to said base when
said side walls so receive the same, said side walls having
normally closed distensible aperture means therethrough
at locations intermediate of said partitions for providing
access to said chambers; and receptacle means integral
with said walls and partitions for receiving said projecting
members of said base member, said receptacle means be-
ing dimensioned to be distended by said projecting mem-
bers when the same are received thereby, for frictionally
engaging the same and retaining said device on said base.
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