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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

CHARLES FORBES, OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK.

PORTABLE COIN HOLDER AND EJECTOR.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Pateht No. 508,101, dated November 7, 1893,
Applicationfiled May 8, 1893, Serial No,473,336. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, CHARLES FORBES, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, and a
resident of Rochester, in the State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Portable Change-Holders, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to change-holders
for use by street-car conductors and other
fare collectors; and it consistsin a novel de-
vice of this deseription having a lune-shaped
body provided with vertical coin-cells and

means for projecting the coins individually:
from its convex outer side, together with

means for attaching the change-holder to the
side of the person; and in certain novel de-
vices and combinations of parts embodied
therein, as hereinafter more fully set forth.
The objects of the invention are first, to
facilitate carryingan amplesupply of change
in coins of the several denominations com-
monly used, the projection of any desired
coin so that it may be conveniently grasped
between finger and thumb, and thus with-
drawn; and the 1ntroauctlon of like coins
into the change-holder when they are re-
ceived from . the passengers; second, to pro-

. vide for so attaching the change-holder to
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the person as to prevent its displacement;
third, torender the change-holder as compact
as possible; fourth, to prevent the escape of
the coins while theeJ ectorsareretracted; fifth,
to retain the ejected coins until they are
withdrawn between finger and thumb as
above; sixth, to render ’ohe ejectors self-pro-
tected against breaking strains; seventh, to
actuate them by compaect finger-levers inte-
gral therewith; eighth, to stop the ejectors at
their respectivelimits of movement by means
of the plate which supports the piles of coin;
ninth, to combine torsional retracting-springs

~with the several ejectors in a smaple and ef-
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fective manner.

Two sheets of drawings accompany this
specification as part thereof.

. Figure 1 of these drawings is a top view of
the chanwe—holder comnlete, showing a coin
as projected therefrom by one of its ejectors.
Fig. 2 is a top view of the wooden body-block
of the change-holder. Figs. 3 and 4 are bot-
tom and edge views of one of its ejectors de-
tached, Fig. 5 represents a vertical cross-

section on the line 5—5 Fig. 1. Fig. 6 repre-
sents a horizontal see‘uon on the 11ne 6—6
Tig. 5, illustrating the projection of a differ-
ent coin, and Fig. 7 is an edge view of the
combined bottom-plate and ejecting devices.

Like letters and numbers refer to like parts
in all the figures.

The improved change-holder will first be
described as it is shown in the drawings, and
certain proposed modifications will then be
pointed out.

Beneath a suitable cover C, indicating the'

contents as in Fig. 1, thereis a body-blockB
Fig. 2, pleferably of light wood, having a se-
ries of vertical coin- cells 10 100se1v fitted to

_coins of the denominations commonly used

or required for echange; and to the bottom of
this block a metallle plate A Figs. 5 to 7, is
attached by means of screws 11 said plate
carrying, conveniently, the whole of the eject-
ing devmes, as in Fig. 7.

The body of the chanfre holder, formed
principally by said body block B, is lune-
shaped in plan, and preferably tapers in width
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from end to end, so as to be as light and com- .

pact as practicable; the cells 10 being corre-
spondingly arranged according to diameter,
with the largest cell at the wider end of the
body-block, which in the example is at the
rear end of the change-holder.

A pair of eye-serews 12, at the ends of the
change-holder, provide for suspending it by
astrap across the right shoulder of the wearer.
A flat hook D, fixedly attached at its front
end, and conformed to its concave inner side
as in Fig. 1, is intended to engage with the
front opening of the wearer’s coat or vest im-
mediately above the lower line of the vest, so
as to properly locate the change-holder at the
left side of the person in orderthat the ejec-
tors E may be conveniently manlpulated by
means of theleft hand. The ejectors proper,
marked E,arehorizontallyswinging flat plates
correspondmg respectively with the thickness
of the particular coins with which they are
respectively to coact, (see Fig.7,)and notched
to fit suich partlcular coins as in Fig. 5; their
notches coinciding with the respective cells
10 when the ejectors are “retracted” or in
normal position. Thecells and thelowermost
coins within them are represented in common
by the large eircles in Fig. 6, completed by
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the dotted ares at 10, which are struck from
the centers of the “ notches” of the retracted
ejectors. KEach of the ejectors, one of which
is shown detached by Figs. 3 and 4 as afore-
said, comprises a rigid “thumb” 14, an elas-
tic finger 15 opposed to said thumb, and pref-
erably a rigid supporting finger 16 behind
the latter; said elastic finger being in this
case conveniently formed by a saw-kerf so
as to be integral with the remainder of the
ejector. The ejector shown at the left .in
Fig. 6 has instead an elastic finger 15 of
spring metal inserted in a kerf in the ejector-
plate. The distance between the extremity
of the elastic finger 15 and that of the thumb
14:9s less than the diameter of the coin which
the ejector coacts with, so that when tho coin
is projected, as in Figs. 1 or 6, it will not be
thrown out of the change-holder, but will be
retained so as to be grasped between the
thumb-and the forefinger of the hand which
actuates the ejector. Ior so actuating each
of the ejectors E a finger-lever 17, integral
therewith, and rebent so as to work beneath
the bottom-plate A, is the preferred means.
Such a finger-lever is adapted to be actuated
by the middle finger of thehand whichgrasps
the projected coins; and the lever terminates
forthis purpose in a conecave extremity of
dufficient depth. (See Figs. 5 and 7.) The
bend 18; Figs. 3 to 6, which unitesthe finger-

Tever with the thumb of the ejector, coacts:

with'the convex outer edge of the bottom plate

Ay so that the latter stops all the ejectors in: |

their normal or retracted positions; and also
when they are projected, as illustrated by
Fig. 6. - A rearward projection 29, Figs. 8 and
6; in the plane of the ejector proper, and flush
with -its upper surface, supports the -coins
above when the lowermost coin of a pile is so
projected and withdrawn, as at the left in
Fig. 6,50 that there can be no tilting of the
next to the lowermost coin, nor any obstruc-
tion of the free return of the ejector. The
ejectors E are pivoted by means of vertical
posts 19, rigidly attached to the bottom-plate
A,'and are retracted by means of torsional
spiral springs 20, which conveniently embrace
s#id posts, the upper end of each spring be-
ing held within a noteh 21 at the upper end
of the post, while its lower end coacts with

- ahole 22, Figs. 3 or 6, in the ejector. For
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the reception of said posts and springs, the
body-block B is provided with vertieal bores
23,'shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2, and oneof
them in the plane of section in Fig. 5; and
the horizontal plate-portions of ‘the ejectors
are accommodated within a shallowrecess 24,
Figs. 5.and 6, at the bottom of the body-block;
sald recess forming at the convex outer side
oft the change-holder its-discharge-opening,
which is closed to a sufficient extent against
the accidental escape of the -eoins by said
thiimbs 14 of the retracted ejectors.

To provide for inserting like coins:into the
réspective eoin - cells without ~opening the
change-holder, the cover C is provided with

slots 25-suitably-inclined, and the top of the
cover is provided with a flange or bead 26,
which faecilitates finding the slots, being lo-
cated immediately behind the same. The
cover may be furthermore provided with at-
taching hinges 27 and fastening devices 28 as

‘in Figs. 1 and 5, or it may be simply attached

by serews or otherwise in any approved way.
The exterior of the change-holder as above
described may likewise be covered or not as
may be preferred. The change-holder may
be adapted to be carried at the right side or
in front (so as to be “right-handed” or accessi-
ble to both hands) instead of at the left side;
the number and arrangement of the coin-
cells and ejectors maybe made toconform to
any preferred assortment and arrangement
of coins; and -other like modifications will
suggest themselves to those skilled in the art.

Having thus described tlie said change-
holder, I claim as my invention and desire to
patent under this specification—

1. A portablechange-holder havinga lune-

‘ shaped body, provided with means for attach-
'ing the same to the person, and comprising

an index cover having a series of coin-admit-
ting slots, a body-block having vertical-coin-
cells beneath said slots respectively, and a
bottom-plate which supportsthe pilesof coins

' together with ejecting devices which eject

the coins individually at the convex outer

-side of said lune-shaped body, substantially

as hereinbeforespecified.
2. In a portable change-holder, a:lune-

‘shaped body having vertical ‘coin-cells: and

means for ejecting the coins therefrom at its

reonvex outer side, and provided with means
- for attaching the change-holder to thesideof

the person, including a flat hook at its front
end conformed to its concaveinner side,sub-
stantially as hereinbefore specified.

3. In a portable change-holder, a lune-
shaped body tapering in width from end to
end and provided with a correspondingly
graduated series of vertical cells for coins of
different sizes, a bottom-plate which supports
the piles of coins, and horizontally swinging
coin-ejectors, supported by said bottom-plate,
corresponding in thickness with the respect-
ive coins, and serving to project the coins in-
dividually at the convex outér side of said
lune-shaped body, substantially as hersinbe-
fore specified. ‘ .

4. In a portable change-holder having ver-
tical coin-cells, a horizontally swinging ejec-
tor, at the bottom of each cell, having a coin-
ejecting finger,and arigid thumb, in the same
plane as said finger which precludes the acei-
dental escape of the lowermost coin through
the discharge-opening when the ejector is in
its retracted position, substantially as herein-
before specified.

5. In a portable change-holder having ver-
tical coin-cells, a horizontally swinging ejec-
tor, at the bottom of each cell, having a rigid
thumb and an opposing elastic finger with
an opening between their extremities of less
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width than the diameter of the coin, whereby-
the premature escape of the ejected coin

is prevented, substantially as hereinbefore
specified. . _
6. In a portable change-holder having ver-

tical coin-cells, a horizontally swinging ejec-

tor, at the bottom of each cell, having a rigid
thumb, an opposing elastic finger integral
with the body of the plate, and a rigid sup-
porting finger behind the latter, in one and
the same plane, substantially as hereinbefore
specified. : -

7. In a portable change-holder having ver-
tical coin-cells, a horizontally swinging ejec-
tor, at the bottom of each eell, having a rebent
actuating lever integral therewith, substan-
tially as hereinbefore specified. .

8. In a portable change-holder having ver-
tieal coin-cells, a horizontally swinging ejec-
tor, at the bottom of each cell, having a re-
bent actuating lever integral therewith, in
combination with a bottom-plate upon which
said ejector excepting: said lever is super-

posed, and which coacts with the bend be-
tween the body of the ejector and said lever
to stop the ejector at the respective limits of
its movements, substantially as hereinbefore
specified. ,

9. In a portable change-holder having a se-
ries of vertical coin-cells, the bottom-plate A,
provided with the rigidly attached posts 19
having notched upper ends, in combination
with torsional springs 20 surrounding said
posts, and with the horizontally-swinging
coin-ejectors E pivoted on said posts and peo-

vided with coin-retaining thumbs 14, coin-

ejecting fingers 15, and rearward projections
29 for supporting the coins above when the
lowermost coins are projected and withdrawn,
said thumbs, fingers and rearward projections
being supported beneath by said plate, sub-
stantially a8 hereinbefore specified.
CHARLES FORBES.
Witnesses:
: VicTor E. FORBES,
JOSEPH S. PRATT.
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