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57 ABSTRACT 
A basketball goal assembly designed for ease of as 
sembly and adjustment, and including an upright, rect 
angular pole formed of a plurality of relatively short, 
aligned tubular pole components, each having sub 
stantially the same cross-sectional dimension. Two L 
shaped angle brackets splice the pole components to 
gether. Each bracket engages two adjacent sides of a 
pole component and overlaps each of two adjacent 
components. A pair of bolts extend through the angle 
brackets and pole components, the bolts being per 
pendicular to each other, for securing same together 
to form a rigid, rectangular pole. A pair of vertically 
spaced backboard brackets are carried by the upper 
end of the pole and support a backboard, to which a 
basketball goal is attached. 

3 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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BASKETBALL BACKBOARD SUPPORT 

ASSEMBLY 
This invention relates to a basketball goal assembly 

of improved design. 
Basketball goal assemblies of various types have been 

devised before. Prior art designs, however, have certain 
deficiencies which limit the ease of transportation and 
assembly. For example, basketball goal assemblies 
which utilize telescoping pole sections forming an ad 
justable goal support pole are too long, even in their 
unassembled state, to be easily transported in an auto 
mobile. Furthermore, the telescoping of the pole sec 
tions makes it necessary to have a substantial portion 
of the height of the pole made up of overlapping thick 
nesses of the pole material. The added weight necessi 
tated by this construction makes assembly more diffi 
cult, and, of course, adds to the cost of the unit. 

In addition, if the telescoping units fit too closely, ex 
pansion due to temperature variations or rust may 
make adjustment difficult, if not impossible. On the 
other hand, if the units fit together too loosely, the goal 
will not be stable enough for proper use. 

It is an object of this invention to make transporta 
tion and assembly easier by providing a unit which, in 
its unassembled state, is in relatively, short, light-weight 
components which can be easily handled by a person 
of average strength, and which can be easily assembled 
with simple tools. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
support pole which can be easily adjusted to provide a 
lower goal, either by removing a section of the pole, or 
by moving the goal to a lower height on the pole by 
means of a readily adjustable backboard bracket. 
These and other objects of the invention will be made 

apparent by the following description, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a front elevation showing the invention in 

assembled form, implanted in the ground and ready for 
uSe; 
FIG. 2 is an isometric view of one embodiment of the 

invention with parts broken away; 
FIG. 3 is an isometric view of another embodiment 

of the invention with parts broken away; and 
FIG. 4 is an exploded view of the backboard support 

illustrated in FIG. 3, with parts broken away. 
While two embodiments are illustrated and will be 

described in detail, a number of components of each 
embodiment are the same, and will be identified by like 
reference numerals. 
With reference now more specifically to FIG. 1, there 

is illustrated the invention in its assembled form. As 
shown, the pole, indicated generally by reference nu 
meral 10, is formed of three relatively short, aligned tu 
bular pole components - 10a, 10b and 10c, having 
their adjacent ends interconnected by bracket assem 
blies 1. 
The rectangular cross-sectional configuration of the 

pole provides the basketball goal assembly with en 
hanced torsional resistance. 
As best shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, each of the bracket 

assemblies comprise a pair of angle brackets 12, which 
matingly overlap said pole components at their adja 
cent ends, with suitable fasteners, here shown as pairs 
of bolts 13 and 15 extending through suitably posi 
tioned holes in the angle brackets and through oppos 
ing sides of adjacent pole components. Suitably 
threaded pairs of nuts 14 and 16 engage the threaded 
end portions of bolts 13 and 15, respectively, to secure 
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2 
the pole components 10a, 10b and 10c as a single, rigid 
pole. 

It is to be noted that each pair of one bolt 13 and one 
bolt 15 (FIG. 3) has the pair of bolts spaced axially one 
from another on the end portion of the pole component 
(10a) penetrated thereby. Further, the pair of bolts 13, 
15 are directed along perpendicular axes in such a 
manner that engagement of the nut 14 with the 
threaded end portion of the bolt 13 will clamp a first 
pair of opposing surfaces of the angle brackets 2 
against opposing surfaces of the rectangular (prefera 
bly square) pole component end portion. Engagement 
of the other nut 16 with the other bolt 15 clamps the 
other legs of the angle brackets 12 against the other op 
posing faces of the pole component end portion. Thus, 
all four faces of the two pole components are drawn 
into a rigid alignment. Further, the crossed axes of the 
two bolts 13, 15 preclude any effective pivotal motion 
about one of the bolts such as might otherwise occur if 
only a single bolt was employed at each pole compo 
nent end portion rather than the spaced pair of perpen 
dicular bolts. 
Carried by the upper end of pole 10 is a pair of verti 

cally spaced backboard brackets, one embodiment 
generally indicated by reference numeral 20 in FIG. 2, 
and another by reference numeral 30 in FIG. 3. The 
two embodiments of the backboard brackets provide 
for the positioning of the backboard in two different 
spaced relationships with reference to the pole 10. 
With particular reference now to FIG. 2, each of the 

backboard brackets 20 is shown as having a pair of lat 
erally extending aligned wing portions 21, 22 with elon 
gate slots 2a, 22a therein, extending outwardly be 
yond opposite sides of said pole with a recessed medial 
portion 23 therebetween. The pair of backborad brack 
ets 20 are firmly affixed to pole component 10a by 
means of a pair of clamping bolts 24 extending through 
said recessed medial portion 23 of each of the back 
board brackets, and retaining members 25, pole com 
ponent 10a being sandwiched between backboard 
brackets 20 and retaining members 25 so that when 
clamping bolts 24 are tightened by means of threaded 
nuts 26, said backboard brackets are firmly affixed to 
pole component 10a in the desired manner. 
Backboard 40 carrying thereon basketball goal 50, is 

secured to backboard brackets 20 by means of bolts 24 
passing through the backboard, and through elongate 
slots 21a, 22a in the laterally extending wing portions 
21, 22 of backboard bracket 20, such that said back 
board is carried in a closely adjacent position with ref 
erence to pole 10. 
FIG. 3 illustrates another embodiment of the present 

invention, wherein two backboard brackets, indicated 
generally by reference numeral 30, encircle the upper 
end of pole component 10a in vertically spaced relation 
to each other, each backboard bracket 30 having a pair 
of outwardly and forwardly diverging leg portions 30a, 
30b. 
As best shown in FIG. 4, backboard bracket 30 is of 

two-piece construction where each of the components 
are identical and each comprise flat steel stock material 
having oppositely directed front and rear end portions 
31, 32, respectively, with a relatively long web portion 
33 extending rearwardly from the front end portion 31 
and interconnecting a relatively short web portion 34 
which is positioned at substantially right angle relation 
to the rear end portion 32. Further, it will be noted that 
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the inclusive angle between the relatively short web 
portion 34 and the relatively long web portion 33 is ob 
tuse so that when the two components forming the 
bracket 30 are assembled by overlapping their rear end 
portions 32 and by use of a suitable securing bolt 35, 
the relatively long web portions 33 serve for defining 
the outwardly and forwardly diverging leg portions 30a 
and 30b of the assembled bracket. Further, it will be 
noted that out-turned forward end portions 31 may 
readily engage the backside of the backboard in sub 
stantially flush relationship for supporting the back 
board 40 by suitable bolts 36 extending through the 
backboard and passing through the forward end por 
tions 31 and being suitably secured thereto. A bolt 37 
and nut 38 is also provided for interconnecting the two 
components of each bracket assembly, which bolt ex 
tends through the relatively short web portions 34 for 
clampingly securing the bracket 30 at the desired posi 
tion on the pole 10. 
As described above, the basketball backboard sup 

port assembly provides a light-weight, easy-to-assemble 
unit which can be readily adapted for use by either 
adults or young children. If desired, intermediate pole 
component 10b and one of the angle brackets 11 can 
be removed so that the uppermost pole component 10a 
connects directly to lowermost pole component 10c. 
Alternatively, threaded nuts 26 in FIG. 2, or threaded 
nut 38 in FIG. 3, can be loosened, allowing movement 
of backboard brackets 20, or 30, respectively, along 
the pole. This means of adjustment is particularly use 
ful when one desires to lower the backboard, but never 
theless wishes it to be at a point higher than the com 
bined heights of only two of the pole components. 

It will be understood that various details of the inven 
tion may be changed without departing from the scope 
of the invention. Furthermore, the foregoing descrip 
tion is for purposes of illustration only, and not for pur 
poses of limitation-the invention being defined by the 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A basketball goal assembly having provision for 

the easy transportation and assembly thereof, and the 
ready adjustment in the height of the goal, said assem 
bly comprising 
an upright, rigid rectangular pole comprising three 

relatively short aligned tubular pole components 
each of substantially the same rectangular cross 
sectional dimension, 
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4 
a pair of opposing L-shaped angle brackets matingly 

overlapping and substantially encompassing abut 
ting end portions of adjacent pairs of pole compo 
nents, 

a plurality of fasteners extending through each pair 
of angle brackets and the pole components encom 
passed thereby, said fasteners including pairs of 
bolt means spaced axially one from another along 
the end portion of the pole component penetrated 
thereby and directed along perpendicular axes for 
clamping opposing portions of said angle brackets 
against said pole component end portion and 
thereby for rigidly aligning and securing together 
said pole components, 

a pair of vertically spaced apart backboard brackets 
carried by the uppermost one of said pole compo 
nents, each of said brackets including means for re 
leasably and clampingly engaging said uppermost 
pole component to secure the bracket thereto 
while readily permitting the vertical adjustment 
thereof, and laterally directed portions extending 
outwardly a predetermined distance from opposite 
sides of said pole, each of said laterally directed 
portions including coplanar flat end portions and 
defining apertures extending through said flat end 
portions, 

a backboard positioned flush against said flat end 
portions of said laterally directed portions, 

bolt means extending through said backboard and 
said aperture means for securing said backboard to 
each of said brackets, and 

a basketball goal mounted on said backboard. 
2. A basketball goal assembly according to claim 1 

wherein said pair of backboard brackets encircle the 
upper end of said pole and wherein said laterally di 
rected portions include outwardly and forwardly di 
verging leg portions to the forward ends of which leg 
portions the backboard is secured for thus supporting 
the backboard in predetermined forward spaced rela 
tion to said pole. 

3. A basketball goal assembly according to claim 2, 
wherein each of said backboard brackets are of two 
piece construction formed of identical components and 
wherein said components have angled inner end por 
tions positioned in overlapping relationship to each 
other along the back side of said pole. 
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