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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I. Jurius H. Orro, a
citizen of the United States, and residing
at Macon, Bibb County, State of Georgia,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Packers’ Mitts, of which the
following is a specification.

The present invention relates to imple-
ments adapted to be used by packers and
particularly to such implements designed
to aid in the manual packing of fruit, vege-
tables or miscellaneous small articles in
shipping containers. ;

The invention, while it has many uses, is
particularly adapted to assist in packing
peaches in containers, such as bushel bas-
kets. Heretofore peaches have been largely
shipped to the market in crates containing
smaller baskets but the rising cost of such
shipping crates has necessitated the adop-
tion of containers of cheaper character.

Tor instance, peaches are now to a large ex-

tent, shipped in bushel baskets, the use of
the relatively expensive crates being thereby
avoided and also the use of the smaller boxes
or containers within the crates. Inasmuch

as it is desired to have the uppermost layer.

of peaches arranged symmetrically, a method
of basket packing has been devised in which

this result has been brought about without.

necessitating the careful arrangement of the
peaches underlying the top layer. DBriefly
stated this method is as follows: A circular
plate having depressions therein, for in-
stance, concentric civcular grooves, is laid
on a floor or platform and the depressions
or grooves ave filled with peaches, the de-
pressions or grooves being so disposed that
the peaches when in position lie exactly as
they are intended to lie in the top layer
of the fruit basket when it is ready for
shipment. Upon this plate, after the layer
of peaches is 1n place, 1s positioned a paper
or cardboard frustro-conical container,
both ends of this container being open, the
small end being uppermost, and the axis of
the container being coincident with the axis
of the circular plate. Into this.container,
which corresponds in shape and volume very
closely to a bushel basket, are poured the
bulk of the peaches which are intended to
lie beneath the upper layer of the filled bas-
ket. A Dbushel basket is then inverted over
the paper container, the circular rim of the
basket resting upon the plate. All that ve-
mains to be done is to then invert the bas-

ket and plate, holding them together, .of
course, to prevent spilling of the peaches.
Upon removal of the plate, which after in-
version of the basket will be uppermost; the
basket will be seen to be filled and the upper
layer of peaches will be seen to be arranged
in the exact manner in which they were
grouped together upon the plate before the
mversion was effected.

My present invention relates to means for
effecting the inversion of the basket and
plate quickly and easily and without dan-
ger of their becoming separated during the
[ifting and inverting movement, the imple-
ment not only preventing displacement of
the plate relatively to the basket in such
manner that the arrangement of peaches is
destroyed or peaches actually spilled out,
but also enables an operator utilizing the
same to accomplish the inversion of the bas-
ket and plate much more easily and much
more quickly than would otherwise be pos-
sible, . ,

Various forms of implements embodying
the lnvention may be devised, and it will be
understood that that form which I describe
and illustrate is set forth by way of ex-
ample only. ' S

JIn the drawings: S

- Fig. 1 illustrates in side elevation a peach
basket resting upon the plate upon which
the upper layer of peaches is first arranged,
and ready for inversion, the basket being
partly breken away; .. o

Fig. 2 illustrates the implement in the
hands of the user and so positioned relative-
ly to the peach basket and plate that the
packer may readily invert the same;

Fig. 3 is a view of the implement showing
in dotted lines the position of the hands of
the user; and S

Fig. 4-1s an enlarged perspective view of
one portion of the implement.’

The plate upon which a layer of peaches
is symmetrically arranged is indicated at
10.  This plate 1s of a character well known
in the peach packing industry and is there-
fore not illustrated or described in detail.
It may be said however that it is preferably
formed of metal and ‘that the grooves or
depressions. 11 in which the peaches are
placed are concentric circular grooves. The
peach basket is indicated at 12 and the frus-
tro-conical open ended cardboard container
at 13. The container 13 has its lower edge
resting upon the plate and, prior to the po-
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the peaches are poured into the container 13
through its open upper end. Preferably a

frustro-conical metallic reififoicing ieinber .

is placed around the paper container 13

while the peaches are being pouréd ‘iftto
the same, for the purpose of firmly sup-
porting the container-agaiiist the pressure
of the peaches. The member is however
not illustrated, its exact construction being
immaterial to the invention. The annular
lower edgés of both basket and papér con-
tainer rest upon the rim of the plate 10 and
the plate also has a projecting flange 14 by
means of which it may be grasped. =~
- After confainer 13 is filled and the basket
in position, as shown in Figure 1, it only ve-
mains fo effect the necéssary inversion ot the
basket and to then cover the same with a
suitable lid or other cover. It is in ¢ffecting
this inversion that dificulty’ has been, ex-
perienced, due to the fact that the rifa of the
basket and the plate terid to move ielatively
and sometimes. becomes. separated by the
weight and actioni of the peachés in the bas-
ket so fhat some of thé fruit will make its
escape or at a.l events, will become dis-
plaged. . o
To aid the pacKer whose duty if is to make
the inversion, I have provided a special ini-
plement, which is shown in detail in Figure
3. This implement comprises essentially
two glove-like members 15, preferably of
exactly similar construction, which membérs
are connectéd by a flexible glement 16, in
this instance a leather strap. The specific

- construction of members 15 is not control

ling. The glove-like mémbers ilustrated
are quite satisfactory, but on the other hand,
the design of these members may be gicatly
varied without departing from the spitit of
the invention. As shown, the mémbers 15
are formed of flat sole Téather pieces 157
which extend from the wrist of the wearer
to and beyond the finger tips. Bands 17
Liave their ends secured to the fiat portion
15%, these bands forming loops throngh
which the operator’s hands extend and ¢on-
stitute means for securing the glove-like
members to the operator’s hands. Tach nem-
ber 17 is provided with an opening 18
through which the thumbs of the packé

ér
may extend. The flat members 15" are fléx-
ible so that the packer may bend them
around the 1im of the plate 10, as shown in
Figure 2.  The flexible element 16, which
may be a leather strap, connects the wirist
portions of the glove-like members and, ia
the present instance, they are shown to be
sectired to' these mémbers by reans of iren
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rihgs 19 although any suitable connecting de-
vice may be substituted for such rings. The
strap is made adjustable by means of a
buckle 20 in order that its length may be
adjusted to suit baskets or crates of different
sizés dtid also to compensate for any stretch-
ing, of the flexible connecting clement.

As ‘beforé pointéd out, it is not essential
to my invention that the hand members 15
be of any particular material or shape, or
that the flexible member 16 be of any partic-
tlar material. The members 15 must be so
designed as not to hinder the operator when
he grasps the edges of the plate 10 and the
flexible member 16 must be of such character
that it will conform readily to the shape of
the basket. Tts length of course should le
such that when the packer grasps the edge
of the plate 10, it wil. be tightly strétehed
icross the bottoim of the basket, as shown in
Figure 2, so that when the packer efects
the inversion, it will hold thie basket tightly
agdinst the plate. After the inversion las
been ‘acomplished of course, the plate and
the implement just deéscribed, sre rémoved
and the basket suitably covered. By meézns
of the described implement, the inversion
may be accomplished quickly and easily dnd
without danger of relative displacemont of
the plate and basket. * Tt constitutes a means
therefore whereby tlie peaches are saved
from injury and also the production of indi-
vidual packers gredtly increased.
 Having thus described the invention what
is claimed ag new and désired to be secured
by Letters Patent is:

L. A packer’s implement comprising two
meémbers adapted to be secured to or carried
by the hands of the operator, and a connect-
ing element, for the purpose set forth.

2. A packer’s implement comprising o

members adapted to be secured to or carried
by the hands of the opérator, and a flexible
connecting element for the purpose sot
forth. N : .
3. In 4 packer’s implement, in combina-
tion, two members adapted to be scouted to
or carried by the hands of the operator and
a connécfing element comprising an ad-
justable flexible strap, for the purpose sot
forth, o A '

4. A packer’s implement comprising two
glove-like, meémbers having package engag-
ing portions and wrist portions, and a flex-
ible element connecfing said portions, for
the purpose set forth. =~

In testimony whéreof I hereunto afiix v
signature. ' ’
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JULIUS H. OTTO.
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