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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL DOUGLAS
STIFFEY,tinner, of Blairsville,in the county of
Indiana and in the State of Pennsylvania,have
invented a new and useful Improvement in
Devices for Soldering Fruit and other Cans;
and do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the annexed drawing
making part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved implement; and Fig. 2 is a vertical lon-
gitudinal section. ‘

The same letters of reference are employed
in both figures in the designation of identical
parts. ‘ _

This invention is intended to provide tin-
ners with a convenient implement for assist-
ing in soldering the seams of tin cans ; and it
consists of a mandrel for the reception of the
skelp, and a clamp, operated by the foot of
the workman, to hold the skelp in the proper
position upon the mandrel during the solder-
ing process, thus leaving both hands of the
workman free to perform the latter.

To enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to deseribe
its construction and operation more specific-
ally.

Tor cireular cans & cylindrical spring, A, is
used, which is preferably made expansible, so
that in its contracted condition the tin skelp
may readily be slipped upon or removed from
it. _In the example illustrated the said man-
drel consists of a coiled spring, composed of a
single ring, with the ends just lapping, as best
seen in Fig. 1. The upper portion of this
spring is secured to a semi-cylindrical core, B,
of wood or other suitable material, terminat-
ing in a flat shank, B/, at one end, for attach-
ment to the work-bench, The spring projects
at the outer end a little distance beyond the
end of the core, which is provided, near each
extremity, with semicircular hinged plates,

marked, respectively, C and ¢/, and connect-
ed together by @ coupling-rod, D, for simul-
taneous operation. These plates are held in
position perpendicular to the axis of the man-
drel by means of the spring ¢ and stop ¢/, and
serve to keep said mandrel expanded to its
proper size while the skelp is upon it being
soldered. On changing the plates from a ver-
tical position by pulling on the knob or ring
onplateC the spring contracts, making it easy
to slip on the skelp or to remove the jointed
cylinder. The clamping-bar E is hinged at
the rear end to the shank B/, and overhangs
the mandrel, being borne up by a spring, €,1if
preferred. A rod, F,is attached to the clamp-
ing - bar somewhere in rear of the mandrel,
and passingthrough a hole in the shank, which
serves to guide its movements, terminates in
a strap and stirrup, G ; or it may be connected
to a treadle. In either case it is to be operat-
ed by the foot of the workman, when the bar
T is to be borne down to clamp the skelp to
the mandrel. I represents atin skelp slipped
upon the mandrel.

What I claim as my invention, and fesire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A tinner’s implement, composed of 2
coiled spring, A, hinged plates C ¢/, internal
spring ¢, and clamping-bar E with spring e,
substantially as described.

9. The combination of the coiled spring A,
core B, plates C C/, spring ¢, and stop ¢, sub-
stantially as specified.

3. The herein-described tinners’ implement,
composed of the coiled spring A, adjustable
plates C C/, core and shank B B, internal
spring ¢, clamping-bar E with spring e, and
a treadle, or its equivalent, for operating the
latter, substantially as specified.

SAMUEL DOUGLAS STIFFEY.

‘Witnesses:
SAMUEL E. GREEN,
CyrUs (GREEN.




