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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JENNINGS Soorr Mc 

CoMB, a citizen of the United States, and a 
resident of Dobbs Ferry, in the county of 
‘Vestchester and State of New York, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Extensible Pillars or Posts for 
Loose-Leaf Binders, of which the following 
is a speci?cation, taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawing, which forms a 
part of the same. 

This invention relates to loose leaf binders 
and more particularly to extensible pillars 
or posts used with such binders. By my in 
vention the sections or units of the detach 
able pillar or post are given a substantially 
cylindrical form and provided with a de 
pending inverted T-shaped locking member 
for locking two sections or units together, 
said member being at the same time adapted 
to perform other functions in the binder. 

In the accompanying drawing showing 
illustrative embodiments of this invention 
and in which the same reference numerals 
refer to similar partsiin the several ?gures, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a unit or 
section showing one form of my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the unit shown in 
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a side elevation of a loose 
leaf binder showing an extensible pillar or 
post made from a series of units, a portion 
of the ?gure being broken away for purpose 
of better illustration. Fig. 4: is a vertical 
section through a modi?ed form of unit. 
Fig. 5 is a side elevation showing a modi 
?ed form of post or pillar, a portion of the 
figure being broken away for purposes of 
better illustration. Fig. 6 is a vertical lon 
gitudinal section through one of the sections 
or units shown in Fig. 41, the section or unit 
being shown on an enlarged scale. 

In the illustrative embodiments of this 
invention shown in the drawing 1 is a unit 
or section of a detachable post or pillar 2, 
Fig. 3, which is given a substantially cylin 
drical form and is provided with vertical 
slots 3 and It and an axial recess 5 for a por 
tion of its length, the slots 3 and 4E merging 
into oppositely disposed horizontal slots 6 
and 7 respectively, for the reception of a 
complementary inverted T-shaped locking 
member 8 having arms 9 and 10. This in 
verted T-shaped member 8 may be cast as 
an integral part of the unit 1, the arms 9 
and 10 being given a length greater than 
the diameter of the unit so that in practice 

they will extend on either side of the pe 
riphery of the pillar or post 2, Fig. 3. 

‘W0 units or sections are attached or 
detached by causing the inverted T-shaped 
locking member 8 to become seated in the 
slots 3, 6 and 4, 7, it being understood that 
each pair of slots forms a bayonet slot. rif 
ter the locking member 8 has reached the 
bottom of the slots 3 and it a partial revolu— 
tion of one of the units upon the other will 
cause the arms 9 and 10 to become seated in 
the horizontal slots 6 and 7 respectively, 
holding, in this form of my invention, the 
face 11 of one unit to the bottom 12 of an 
other complementary unit as shown for in 
stance in Fig. 3. 
To avoid the expense of replacing an en 

tirely new unit when either one or both of 
the arms 9, 10 should become broken, bent 
or otherwise unserviceable I may form my 
cylindrical unit 1 and its T-shaped locking 
member in two parts and removably connect 
them as shown for instance in Fig. 4. In 
this ?gure the T-shaped locking member 25 
with its arms 26 and 27 is provided with a 
stem 28 having means to detachably secure it 
within a recess 29 in the bottom of the unit 
1. As shown in this ?gure this recess 29 is 
preferably given a taper and provided with 
screw threads to receive complementary 
screw threads upon the conical stem 28. 
This adjustment serves to securely lock the 
T-shaped locking member 25 to the unit. 1 
and yet will permit the substitution of a > 
new T-shaped member for a broken or dam 
aged'one. Any other means may be used 
for locking the inverted T-shaped member to 
the unit, screw threads being shown merely 
for purpose of illustration. 

Instead of forming the units as shown in 
Figs. 1 to 3, I may in some cases provide 
them with a flange, disk or stop 13 and also 
with a reduced body portion 1a which is 
adapted to take into a recess 15 in a comple 
mentary unit 16, Fig. 6. In this form the 
reduced body portion 14 of one member is 
locked in the recess 15 of a complementary 
member by the inverted T-shaped locking 
member 17 , having arms 18 and 19, Figs. 4t 
and 5, engaging in similar bayonet slots 20, 
21. In this construction the annular head 22 
of the section 16 is snugly seated in the an 
nular recess 23 of a complementary unit. 
The arms 9, 9 are so formed as to extend 

into the binder 24:, but preferably not be 
yond the line 25, 25 running through the 
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center of the hinges 26, 26 of the binder 2L1, ‘ 
Fig. 3. These arms 9 serve to support the ‘ 
leaves of the binder at intermediate points 
throughout the length of the pillar or post - 
2 and in this manner assist in removing the 
leaves of the loose leaf binder ‘(not shown) 
which have to be removed from time to time 
for the insertion or removal of new or old 
matter. The other arms 10, which exten ‘ 
preferably in the opposite direction from the 
arms 9, and which are shown as integral 
partsof the T-shaped member '8, are prefer~v 
ably cast at the same time as the unit 1 and 
are mounted to extend to the rear of the 
binder 2a and form handles which may be 
grasped to assist in locking and unlocking 
the units 1 of the post 2. ; 
In the modi?cations shown in Figs. 1, 5 

and 6 the arms 27, 26 and 18, 19 perform the 
same functions as the arms 10 and 9 respec-1 
tively in the other construction. In this 
form shown in Figs. 5 and 6 the flange 13 
and annular recess 23 serve to make a tight 
joint between the di?erent units 16. The 
?ange also serves as a supplemental support 
or stop to assist in holding the loose leaves 
of the binder to the posts. These ?anges or 
stops, however, are‘ made comparatively 
small and only partially support the leaves, 
the real supports being the arms 19. 
Having thus described this invention in 

connection with the several illustrative em 
bodiments thereof to the details of which I 
do not desire to be limited, what is claimed 
as new and what it is desired to secure by 
Letters Patent is set forth in the appended 
claims. . 
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1. In extensible pillars or posts for loose 
leaf binders, a unit provided with bayonet 
slots and an inverted T-shaped locking mem 
ber secured to the bottom of said unit. 

2. In extensible pillars or posts for loose 
leaf binders, a unit provided with bayonet 
slots and an inverted T-shaped locking mem 
ber removably secured to the bottom of said 
unit. . 

3. In extensible pillars or posts for loose 
leaf binders, a substantially cylindrical unit 
provided with bayonet slots extending from 
its center to its circumference, an inverted 
T-shaped locking member secured to the bot 
tom of said unit, said locking member hav 
ing arms of greater length than the diameter 
of the cylindrical‘ unit. > 

41. In extensible pillars or posts for loose 
leaf binders, a cylindrical unit provided 
with bayonet slots, a T~shaped locking mem 
ber having a stem adapted to be secured to 
the unit, and means upon the stem of the 
T-shaped locking member to removably ‘se 
cure it to the unit or section. 

5. In extensible pillars or posts for loose 
leaf binders, a cylindrical unit provided with 
bayonet slots, a T-sjhaped locking member 
having a stem, adapted to be secured to the 
unit, and means upon the stem of the T 
shaped locking member to removably secure 
it to the unit or section said T-shaped lock 
ing member having arms of greaterlength 
than the diameter of the cylindrical unit. 

JENNINGS SCOTT McC'OMB. 
\Vitnesses : 

I-IERBT. ALDERsoN, 
Jos. B. MIDDLETON. 
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