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- Toall whom-it may concern:
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Be it known that I, HENRY TRUMBULL, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident bf
Plainville, in the county of Hartford and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new
Wire Attachment for Electrical Devices, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to that class of de-
vices used for securing the end of a wire in

electrical contact therewith, and the object.

of my invention is to provide a dévice of this
class in the use of which a wire may be easily
attached thereto with little trouble or in-
convenience; and a further object of the

inventiun is, to provide a device that may be |

employed for other purposes than that of se-

curing the wire; and a further object of the

- invention is to provide a device of this class
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that shall dssist in securing the electrical
parts used in connection therewith perma-
nently in position.

A form-of device in the use of which these
objects may be attained is illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figureé 1 is a top or plan view of a switch
base with my improved wire attaching
means located thereon.
lengthwise section. through the device on
line z—=z of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a perspective
view showing my improved wire attaching
means. Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing
another manner of use of my wire attaching
means. Fig. 5is a view in section through a

fIiortion of the switch plate showing a modi-.

ed form of my improved wire attaching
Ineans. -

In the accompany drawings the nu-
meral 1 denotes a switch base which is com-
posed of insulating material such as marble,
slate or the like. Clips 2 are secured to the
base, these cli;if forming ‘a pivotal support
for the switch blades 3. Switch contacts 4
are also secured to the base in position to co-
operate with the switch blades. .

It will be understood that my invention is

_not limited to use in any specific form of de-

vice, but may be readily applied in numerous
casez where 1t is desired to firmly attach the
end ' f a wire to secure an electrical connec-
tion. In‘the drawings herein I have shown a
switch as d device in connection with which
mdy nuproved wire attaching means is readily
adapted, the clips forming pivotal supports
for the switch blades, being provided with

my improved attaching means, and the con--

8pecification of Letters Patent.
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Fig. 2 is a view in.
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_tacts for such blades also being provided
" with the improved attaching means.

. The clips 2 are located in shdllow recesses

| 5 formed in the base, these clips having an
: enlarged opening 6, (see Fig. 4) and supports
7 for the switch blades. shallow recess 8
extending from the recesses 5 i also formed
.in the upper surface of the base.

My improved attaching means in that form

2 includes a narrow plate bent to form a base
9 and an upward extending wire sup]i)ort 10.
This a»ttaclging means i preferably bert in
the form of a ¥ and when used.in connection
! with the clif))s for the pivotal support of the
| switch the base 9 is.looated underneath the
; clip, as shown in Fig. 4 of the drawings, and
1'the wire support 10 extends upward, its up-
per end lying in close proximity to one sitle
of the clip or support 7 against whjeh it may
bear as a support. A screw 11 is threaded
into the support 10 as a means of claneping
the wire firmly in position.

In many instancesin devices of this charac-
ter the clips or contacts are located in recesses
in the insulated base, and the binding screws
are located in a comparatively thin piece
within these recesses so that it 1s difficult to
secure a wire in place. By my improved de-
vice the binding screw is located in an in-
clined position and raised well above the in-
sulated base, so that it is ¢comparatively an
easy matter to secure the wire in position.

' I¥1 the form of device shown especially in
Fig. 3 of the drawings my improved attach-
ing means has its base 12 located on the upper
surface of the foot of the switch contact 4,
and the base is bent downward as at 13 so
that its under surface will lie in line with the
under surface of the foot of the contact and
within the contact recess 14 in the base. By
this construction a steady suppert for the
contact and wire attaching means is formed
in the bottom of the recess and the device as
a whole is effectually prevented from turning
movement. The upper free end of the in-
clined portion 10 of the wire support in
which is seated the binding screw 11 lies
close to the edge of the contact so that the
latter may constitute a support for the said
part 10, to hold it in position even though
considerable force be exerted in turning the
screw 11. A screw 15 extends upward
through the insulated base in the usual man-
ner to secure the contact in position, and a

Ulustrated as used in connection with a clip’
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similar screw is emfrloyed for holding the
ch%sy for the switch bladesn position.
When devices of this class are used with an

i‘?sulated base 1 of slate or like material it is a |
di

ficult matter to provide recesses in the
surface of the base and the clips and con-
tacts are therefore frequently located on the
smooth np}})ler surface of the base. In order
to securely hold the parts from turing move- |
ment, and thus prevent their getting loose 1
adapt my improved wire attaching means |
17 to such a construction. The attaching |
means is similarly formed as above described |
and shown in Fig. 3. A lug 18 is formed on |
the bottom of the attachiment, engaging a |
recess 19 made in the upper purt of the base |
1. This lug 18is preferably formed by cut- |
ting & tongue within the substance of the ;
base and bending this tongue downward to |
form the lug, as p%sjinly shown in Fig. 5. i

It will be noted that when my improved |
wire attachment is used in connection with a !
switch ‘contact the wire surpm't, in addition
to providing means for ready attachment of &
wire, also serves as a stop for the switch
blades, and also as a means for securing the
connections against turning movement,
which would cause them to iecome loose.
The wire attachment is located at the outer
edge of the switch contact, that is, at that
edge not facing the opposite contact, and is
thus in accessi%:le position for attachment of
a line wire.’

What I claim as my invention and desire

1. The combination with a supporting !
base and a movable switch blade supporteﬁ E
thereon, of a pair of contact arms su yported |
by the said base adapted to receive between

" secured to .
beyond the same in front ef the opening be-,
{ tween them, and a portion 10 inclined up-

922,360

| them the switch blade, a wire attachment

formed of a bent plate of metal having a base
the contact arms and extending

wardly and also toward the arms of the con-
tact and arranged to form a stop for the

switch blade when in engagement with the
said arms, and a binding screw seated in the

' said inclined portion of the wire attachment

and arranged to secure a wire to the outer

| face thereol. ‘
2. A support of insulating material, an-

clectrical device secured thereto and pro-
iecting therefrom, a wire attachment includ-
g a plate of metal having a base secured to
siigl electrical device, a tongue partially cut
from the base and downwardly projecting to
engage an opening in the support, said tongue
forming the sole means for preventing turn-
ing movement of the base, and means for se-
curing a wire to said support.

3. The combination with an insulating
base and a pivoted switch blade mounte
thereon, of an electric contact mounted on
the base, a plate separate from end connected
with the contact and extending laterally
therefrom, the outer end of the plate being
bent upwardly and backwardly so that its

free end lies in close proximity to the outer.

Fortion of the electric contact to form a stop
for the switch blade, and means seated in the
upwardly bent portion of the plate for se-
curing a wire thereto. '

HENRY TRUMBULL.
Witnesses:

C. W. JoNEs,
J. H. TrUMBULL.
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